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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1917. 
To  His  Excellency,  Emmet  D.Boyle,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Nevada. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  we  herewith  submit 
our  report  of  the  work  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  for  the  two 
biennial  terras  ending  December  31,  19 10. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

G.  F.  TALBOT, 

President. 

Jeanne  Elizabeth  Week,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


Carson  City,  Nevada,  January  1,  1917. 
To  His  Excellency,  The  Governor. 

Sir:  Since  the  installation,  four  years  ago,  of  the  exhibit  in  the 
building  erected  under  Act  of  the  Legislature,  the  work  of  the  Nevada 
Historical  Society  has  progressed  favorably.  This,  as  well  as  the  advance- 
ment from  the  time  of  its  organization,  has  been  due  largely  to  the 
gratuitous  efforts  made  by  the  numerous  members  of  the  Society,  including 
County  Vice-Presidents  and  members  of  the  Council,  and  the  Secretary, 
who  has  continued  to  labor  zealously  and  energetically  to  advance  the 
Society,  and  who  lias  served  for  years  without  compensation.  Grateful 
appreciation  is  acknowledged  also  for  the  assistance  of  many  persons  who 
have  made  or  secured  donations  for  the  collection  or  otherwise  aided, 
including  all  who  assisted  in  the  historical  pageant  which  the  Society 
deemed  important  to  give  for  the  educational  benefit  of  the  young  and 
the  public  in  connection  with  the  Fourth  of  July  Carnival  and  xVdmission 
Day  celebration  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  Statehood. 

As  the  purposes  of  the  Society  become  better  known,  the  contributions 
increase,  as  shown  by  the  large  numbers  more  recently.  The  obtaining 
of  many  of  these  has  been  made  possible  by  information  and  assistance 
from  the  numerous  members  of  the  organization  residing  in  different 
parts  of  the  State.  As  with  other  enterprises,  the  most  has  been  accom- 
plished by  those  who  have  taken  special  interest  in  the  work.  Upon  these 
largely  depends  the  advancement  of  the  Society. 

As  the  collection  grows  it  becomes  more  useful;  there  are  more  calls 
for  information  ;  more  attention  is  required  to  meet  the  desires  of  persons 
wishing  to  consult  the  manuscripts  and  to  view  the  exhibits;  and  the  cor- 
respondence lias  been  increased  by  enlarged  demands  for  information  by 
mail.  The  most  important  work  for  the  Society  at  this  early  period  is 
the  collection  of  material,  much  of  which  must  be  obtained  now  or  never. 
It  has  been  the  endeavor  to  accomplish  as  much  as  possible  with  the 
means  at  hand,  and  the  result  is  not  so  bad  in  comparison  with  other 
historical  societies,  which  are  provided  with  and  expend  from  five  to  ten 
times  as  much  annually. 

Appropriations  heretofore  made  have  been  hardly  more  than  sufficient 
for  maintenance.  Collectors  from  other  States  are  taking  away  valuable 
materials  because  Nevada  has  not  provided  money  for  held  work  neces- 
sary to  gather  them,  nor  for  housing,  cataloguing  or  convenient  exhibition 
of  such  as  are  obtained.    A  few  thousand  dollars  more  would  permit  the 
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doing  of  field  work,  which  would  result  in  fourfold  benefit  in  securing  and 
preserving  important  matter  relating  to  the  history  of  the  past  and  that 
which  is  making,  day  by  day,  in  this  Commonwealth. 

The  accompanying  detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  shows  the  transac- 
tions, progress,  and  needs  of  the  organization. 

Yours  sincerely  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Society  and  State, 

G.  F.  TALBOT, 

President. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT 


Office  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society, 

Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1917. 

To  His  Excellency,  Emmet  D.  Boyle,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Deaf.  Sir;:  The  Secretary  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society,  in  com- 
pliance with  law,  submits  this  report  of  the  transactions  and  work  of  the 
organization.  At  no  other  time  since  the  founding  of  the  Society  has  the 
pressure  of  other  duties  so  insistently  driven  out  or  pushed  into  the  back- 
ground the  equally  necessary  labor  of  recording  progress  made  and  of 
preparing  a  careful  statement  of  future  needs.  In  1015  the  report  was 
completed  too  late  for  publieation,  hence  we  combine  herewith  the  two 
biennial  reports,  which,  while  hastily  compiled,  purpose  to  give  a  faithful 
account  of  the  stewardship  for  the  State. 

I.  Objects  of  the  Society. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  are  threefold:  First,  and  most  important, 
to  bring  to  one  centrally  located  place  and  there  to  preserve  information 
relating  to  the  antecedents  of  every  phase  of  development  in  Nevada; 
second,  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  studies  which  will  use  this  information 
to  facilitate  the  further  development  of  the  State;  third,  to  extend  the 
knowledge  of  the  resources  and  advantages  of  Nevada  to  citizens  of  other 
States  and  to  diffuse  within  this  Commonwealth  a  knowledge  of  those 
factors  which  are  related  to  the  future  material  and  moral  progress  of 
the  State.  In  other  words,  its  work  is  preservative,  digestive,  and  dis- 
tributive. Its  methods  of  action  are  through  library,  museum,  publi- 
cations, affiliated  organizations,  as  the  Pioneer  Society,  and  gratuitous 
service  in  consultation  and  advice. 

II.  The  Historical  Society  and  the  Legislatures  of  1913  and  1915. 

For  the  past  four  years  comparatively  little  effort  has  been  made  with 
the  State  Legislatures  to  bring  the  needs  of  the  organization  to  the  notice 
of  individual  members.  This  is  very  necessary,  work  and  especially  so 
because  of  the  want  of  printed  information  about  the  Society.  But  time 
did  not  permit  of  this  personal  work.  Each  session  appropriated  $5,000 
for  the  biennium.  In  addition  there  was  a  remainder  of  about  $100  on 
the  building  fund  of  the  previous  year.  By  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  1915 
the  Pioneer  Collection,  donated  by  the  Society  of  Pacific  Coast  Pioneers  in 
Virginia  City  to  the  State  in  1887,  was  given  into  the  custody  of  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society,  and  $125  was  appropriated  for'  the  packing, 
moving,  and  inventorying  of  the  same.  This  valuable  collection  was 
brought  to  Reno  in  March,  1015. 

III.  Activities  of  the  Society,  1913-1916. 

In  the  beginning  of  each  of  the  two  bienniums  here  reviewed,  it  was 
the  earnest  expectation  of  the  Executive  Council  that  a  larger  sum  would 
be  made  available  for  the  historical  work  in  Nevada.  At  the  adjourn- 
ment of  each  session,  therefore,  when  it  was  realized  that  only  a  small 
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sum  was  made  possible  by  legislation,  the  problem  was  met  by  selecting 
from  the  many  desirable  fields  of  activity  those  which  seemed  to  be  most 
imperative.  ,  The  building  must  be  furnished,  the  semicentennial  must 
not  pass  unnoticed,  library  and  museum  donations  must  be  received  and 
cared  for.  The  only  large  item  of  expense  which  could  possibly  be  elim- 
inated was  that  of  paid  expert  labor.  Hence  the  Secretary  has  been 
compelled  during  these  four  years,  as  previously,  to  keep  the  institution 
running  through  the  utilization  of  time  snatched  from  rest  and  recreation. 
And,  even  so,  much  lias  been  neglected. 

1 .  Meetings  and  Celebrations  :  Since  both  time  and  revenue  have  been 
limited,  attention  was  concentrated  on  the  celebration  of  the  Semicen- 
tennial of  Nevada's  Statehood  in  1914.  A  historical  pageant  of  Nevada 
history  was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  on  the  Mackay 
Athletic  Field  at  the  University  on  the  evening  of  July  2,  1914,  before 
the  largest  audience  ever  assembled  on  the  Mackay  field  and  the  third 
largest  in  the  State's  history.  The  emphasis  of  the  pageant  was  upon 
the  building  of  the  State,  although  the  entire  life  of  the  Commonwealth 
was  depicted  from  its  beginnings  in  the  Spanish  Territory  and  the  .Mex- 
ican Cession  down  to  the  throbbing  living  present.  A  historical  pageant 
has  been  called  "a  prayer  of  aspiration*'  and  this  one  was  truly  an  attempt 
at  looking  toward  greater  things  for  the  new  Western  State  where  even 
yet  the  children  may  sit  at  the  feet  of  their  grandparents  and  hear  from 
those  lips  the  stories  of  the  beginnings  of  civilization  in  what  is  now  a 
stable  and  progressive  State  of  the  Union.  Directly  by  word  of  mouth 
and  touch  of  hand  are  transmitted  those  vital  feelings  of  belongingness 
to  a  something  that  has  become  great  through  sacrifice.  Yet  all  too 
seldom  have  we  paused  in  the  rushing  life  of  this  new  State  to  give 
opportunities  for  voicing  such  feelings.  Hence  in  this  pageant  with  its 
hundreds  of  participants  was  found  a  civic  community  value  which  dollars 
and  cents  cannot  measure.  That  the  various  scenes  were  in  the  main 
enacted  by  the  descendants  of  those  Pioneers  who  had  made  the  history 
was  another  element  of  value. 

At  t lie  request  of  many  citizens  who  were  unavoidably  absent  from  Reno 
in  July  tha.pageant  was  repeated  in  connection  with  the  Semicentennial 
Celebration  in  October.  In  lids  latter  event  some  five  hundred  people, 
old  and  young,  participated .  The  presentation  to  the  State  of  the  famous 
Gridley  Sanitary  Sack  of  Flour  by  Mrs.  Josephine  Gridley  Wood  was  the 
most  striking  feature  of  this  second  production.  The  Semicentennial 
Celebration  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  in  October  extended 
from  October  29  to  November  L  An  account  of  this  event  will  be  found 
in  the  Historical  Papers  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society.  It  included 
the  pageant,  costume  ball,  Pioneer  luncheon,  and  Sunday  patriotic  service. 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  Semicentennial  Celebration  in  1914,  the  Society 
of  Nevada  Pioneers  was  organized  October  HO,  1914,  as  an  auxiliary  of 
the  Nevada  Historical  Society  to  aid  in  "  perpetuating  the  history  of  those 
early  days  and  bequeathing  to  later  generations  the  traditions  of  courage 
and  strength  and  perseverance  and  frankness  and  generosity  which 
characterized  Pioneer  life."  The  Nevada  Historical  Society  was  made  the 
custodian  of  the  Pioneer  archives.  An  account  of  the  organization  of  the 
Pioneers  is  given  in  the  Papers  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society.  The 
subsequent  meetings  of  the  Pioneer  Society  have  been  held  in  the  Nevada 
Historical  Society  buikltng,  and  have  been  largely  attended  by  the  Pioneers 
and  their  friends.    At  the  meeting  of  March  4,  1915,  the  following  resolu- 
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turns,  which  were  drafted  by  a  eomnaitteemari,  Mr.  R.  L.  Fulton,  and 
slightly  amended  by  the  members,  were  imanimouslj7  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  collection  in  the  rooms  of  -the  Historical  Society  is  .of  the 
utmost  interest  and  value. 

Remlued\  That  the  State  of  Nevada  ow  es  it  to  itself,  to  the  Pioneers  who  risked 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  laying  the  foundations  for  the  home  of  our  beloved 
community,  to  the  future  generations  who  will  value  every  relic,  every  scrap  of 
history  and  every  memento  of  our  early  days,  to  the  historian  who  will  write  the 
record  into  the  history  of  the  world,  to  provide  the  means  for  gathering  together 
the  scattered  books,  letters  and  relics  of  all  kinds  which  will  soon  be  destroyed 
and  forever  lost  unless  secured  at  once. 

Resolved,  That  these  and  all  future  collections  deserve  a  building  of  ample 
size  properly  arranged  aiid  fireproof  in  every  particular. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor  and 
to  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Assembly  with  an  earnest  request  that  they  pro- 
vide such  an  appropriation  as  will  place  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  in  a 
position  to  secure  all  historical  objects,  such  as  letters,  pictures,  books  and  other 
valuable  mementos  of  the  fast-disappearing  race  of  Pioneers  who  did  so  much  to 
ennoble  and  dignify  this  grand  State,  and  will  enable  its  Secretary  to  interview- 
all  the  men  and  women  who  may  be  able  to  add  to  the  records.  We  ask  that 
the  State  Government  endeavor  to  formulate  a  plan  looking  toward  the  erection 
two  years  hence  of  a  permanent  and  commodious  building  for  the  housing  of  the 
rapidly  growing  collection  where  the  public  may  at  all  times  have  easy  access  to 
the  records  in  order  that  this  generation  and  the  children  after  them  may  learn 
to  appreciate  the  State  and  to  take  pride  in  its  history.  We  believe  that  this 
matter  has  been  too  long  neglected,  and  that  it  has  not  received  the  attention 
it  deserves.  We  earnestly  request  our  State  Government  and  the  Legislature  to 
give  it  aid  and  encouragement. 

Resolved,  That  since  the  President  of  the  University  is  a  stranger  to  this  State 
and  to  its  history,  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  as  expressive  of  the  sentiment  of 
the  Pioneers  on  this  phase  of  educational  work,  be  sent  to  him  also. 

(Signed)  Chas.  H.  Rulison,  President. 

C.  GULLING,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Judge  Virden  of  Reno  is  now  the  President  of  the  Pioneer  Society. 

Another  meeting  of  importance  during  the  last  four  years  was  the  flag- 
raising  exercises  on  June  10,  1913,  during  the  G.  A.  R.  encampment  in 
Reno.  This  event  served  also  as  the  formal  opening  of  the  new  Historical 
Building.  An  account  of  the  exercises  may  be  found  in  the  Papers  of 
the  Nevada  Historical  Society. 

2.  The  Nevada  Historical  Society  Building  :  With  the  So, OCX)  appro- 
priated by  the  Twenty-fifth  Legislature  a  lot  was  secured  and  a  brick 
building  thirty  feet  by  sixty  was  erected.  Naturally,  however,  this  sum 
could  not  be  stretched  to  cover  furniture  and  the  many  miscellaneous 
items  which  the  contract  for  a  bare  building  cannot  include.  Moreover 
while  there  were  those  who  predicted  that  a  thirty-by-sixty  room  could 
never  be  rilled  by  the  Society's  collection,  yet,  within  three  months  from 
the  time  of  removal  to  this  building,  all  were  forced  to  admit  the  neces- 
sity of  a  mezzanine  floor  for  housing  the  rapidly  growing  museum  col- 
lection. Accordingly  the  balcony  was  built  in  June,  1913,  and  an  office 
and  lavatory  provided  on  the  lower  floor.  Home-made  pine  bookcases 
and  museum  cases  were  constructed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Secretary 
with  the  aid  of  a  student  at  the  University  and  later  assisted  by  a  car- 
penter. The  one  large  exhibition  room  was  minus  a  ceiling  save  for  the 
two  large  historical  canvasses  stretched  over  the  beams  through  the  center 
of  the  room.  The  iron  roof,  while  necessary  for  protection  against  fire, 
allowed  both  cold  and  soot  to  penetrate  the  entire  building.  The  Secre- 
tary, therefore,  took  advantage  of  the  fire  sale  of  the  Nevada  Hardware 
Company  and  purchased  several  rolls  of  damaged  building  paper  from 
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which  the  best  parts  were  selected  and  tacked  over  the  beams  for  a  tem- 
porary roiling.  The  joists  were  then  stained  with  a  cheap  preparation  and 
the  room  was  thus  made  to  present  a  neater  appearance.  More  recently 
heating:  apparatus  has  been  installed,  which  makes  the  building  comfort- 
able in  winter.  Little  could  be  done  to  improve  the  exterior  of  the  plain 
brick  structure,  but  with  the  aid  of  a  few  loads  of  soil  and  some  grass 
and  flower  seeds  a  lawn  was  provided,  vines  and  shrubs  started,  and  the 
place  made  to  look  more  like  other  more  richly  endowed  state  insti- 
tutions. 

3.  Work  of  Collection-  : 

Collecting  Trips  bp  the  Secretary:  With  no  adequate  provision  for  clerical 
assistance  to  take  charge  of  the  oflice  work  during  her  absence  and  with 
a  full  share  of  duties  at  the  University,  it  is  apparent  that  little  could  be 
accomplished  by  the  Secretary  in  the"  way  of  going  out  into  the  State  and 
exploring  or  prospecting  for  historical  data  and  relics.  Yet  a  few  such 
trips  have  been  made  with  good  results  as,  for  example,  the  acquisition 
of  the  famous  Gridley  Sack  of  Hour,  through  what  seemed  at  the  time 
like  a  "wild-goose  chase"  to  Modesto,  Gal.,  on  June  11 ,  1914.  xVlso  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Nevada  some  important  results  have  come  from  hurried 
collecting  tours.  Of  some  of  these  trips  it  may  be  said  that  the  full 
results  are  not  yet  discernible,  for  here  as  in  other  matters  time  must  be 
given  for  fruit  to  ripen. 

Voluntary  Contributions  and  Gifts:  Among  the  most  encouraging  features 
of  the  four  y<  ars  lias  been  the  increasing  interest  shown  by  individuals 
in  sending  historical  contributions  unsolicited  and  also  in  volunteering 
information  as  to  the  location  of  still  other  relies  and  data.  Many 
hundreds  of  items  have  come  to  us  in  this  way,  including  the  large  Col. 
Conboie  Collection,  the  Capt.  Davis  Loan  Collection,  the  various  gifts  of 
J.  Holman  Luck  and  Thomas  Pepper  of  Mina,  the  many  books  and  papers 
received  from  Mrs.  A.  T.  Don n els,  Mr.  R.  L.  Fulton,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  0.  Sessions  of  Reno,  the  Boohers  and  .Mayer- Bangs  families  of  Elko, 
as  also  scores  of  other  donors  too  numerous  to  mention  in  this  connection. 
The  possession  of  a  comparatively  fireproof  building  has,  as  was  predicted, 
called  forth  from  hiding  places  and  old  storerooms  the  historical  treasures 
of  Nevada  citizens  who  are  proud  to  exhibit  their  relics  where  all  may 
see  and  enjoy. 

The  Stole  Pre**:  Among  the  many  giving  this  voluntary  but  highly 
prized  service,  the  state  press  heads  the  list  with  its  inestimable  contribu- 
tion of  the  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  as  well  as  its  publication  of  news 
items  which  serve  to  keep  the  public  in  constant  remembrance  of  the 
function  and  needs  of  the  Society. 

The  Souther))  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  through  free  transportation 
as  well  as  by  tile  gift  of  the  splendid  P.  P.  I.  E.  canvas  of  the  Truekee- 
Carson  Irrigation  Project,  lias  also  greatly  assisted  the  Society  in  its 
endeavors. 

4.  Work  of  Aekangbment:  The  labor  of  making  the  collections 
available  for  use  by  the  public  consists  of  two  principal  kinds:  (a)  t he 
systematizing  and  placing  in  order  upon  the  shelves,  tables  or  wall-  of 
the  various  exhibits;  ( b)the  cataloguing  of  the  materials  so  that  a  complete 
record  is  available  and  in  order  that  any  particular  object  may  be  readily 
located.    The  first  part  of  this  work  has  been  done,  not  once,  but  several 
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times  over,  as  the  changes  in  buildings  have  necessitated.  Today  both 
the  museum  and  library  are  in  fairly  good  form.  But,  aside  from  acces- 
sioning additions  as  they  arrive,  the  work  of  cataloguing  was,  because  of 
the  lack  of  proper  assistance ••untouched  until  November,  1916,  when  a 
cataloguer  was  employed  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  a  beginning 
Iras  thus  been  made  in  reducing  the  collection  to  order.  At  present,  it 
may  be  said,  our  effort  is  concentrated  upon  the  task  of  marking  each 
exhibit  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  self-interpretative  to  the  public  and 
to  identify  it  in  event  of  the  sudden  removal  of  the  present  Secretary,  who 
alone  has  knowledge  of  the  entire  collection. 

5.  Work  of  Publication:  In  addition  to  the  Third  Biennial  Report 
the  Secretary,  with  the  kindly  aid  of  the  State  Printer,  published  in 
October,  1914,  a  twenty-nine  page  pamphlet,  entitled  "Some  Suggestions 
for  Public  School  Celebration  of  Nevada's  Semicentennial  of  Statehood, 
October  31,  1914."  Comprehended  within  tins  little  booklet  are  nineteen 
poems,  seven  prose  selections,  and  two  instructional  articles  designed  to 
inculcate  national  and  state  patriotism.  This  is  the  first  compilation 
issued  thus  far  for  the  use  of  Nevada  schools,  and  is  but  an  earnest  of 
what  we  hope  may  be  accomplished  in  the  future. 

In  the  biennial  report  some  truly  documentary  material  was  published, 
taking  the  form  of  reminiscences  by  Pioneers.  Three  products  of  his- 
torical investigation  were  also  printed  for  the  first  time,  besides  more 
general  descriptive  and  argumentative  articles.  Sixteen  of  the  thirty-two 
illustrations  were  reproductions  of  old  historic  maps  and  pictures.  .As 
set  forth  in  the  Third  Biennial  Report,  page  20,  the  difficulties  attendant 
upon  the  editing  of  historical  materials  in  Nevada  are  unusually  great. 
Especially  during  the  last  biennium  have  we  been  limited  both  as  to 
time  and  money,  yet  in  the  Papers  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society, 
recently  issued,  we  are  publishing  a  number  of  valuable  historical  papers. 

G.  Public  Service  of  the  Society:  As  a  general  bureau  of  informa- 
tion on  economic,  political,  and  social  questions  pertaining  to  the  State, 
the  Historical  Society  has  thus  far  performed  its  chief  public  service 
through  a  large  and  increasing  correspondence.  Perhaps  second  in  impor- 
tance is  the  influence  exerted  in  favor  of  the  celebration  of  historical  anni- 
versaries and  the  consequent  evolution  of  a  stronger  social  consciousness. 

The  building  during  past  years  has  not  been  regularly  opened  to  the 
public  because  as  yet  no  adequate  provision  has  been  made  either  for 
assistance  or  for  the  safe-guarding  against  theft  on  the  part  of  visitors. 
Yet  frequently  we  have  announced  special  days  for  visitors,  and  rarely 
lias  any  one  been  refused  who  at  another  time  has  asked  for  permission 
to  view  the  collection.  Since  the  opening  of  the  visitor's  register  on 
•June  10,  1918,  nearly  two  thousand  signatures  have  been  made,  and 
many  hundreds  of  people  have  come  and  gone  without  leaving  their 
names.  Many  have  come  merely  from  a  sense  of  curiosity  or  perhaps  of 
reverence  for  the  mementos  of  the  past,  but  not  a  few  have  made  fre- 
quent visits  to  use  the  archives  for  the  investigation  of  historical  topics. 
During  the  Panama-Pacific  international  Exposition,  loan  was  made  to 
Nevada  Building  of  the  Governors'  portraits  and,  in  return,  the  Society 
received  at  the  close  of  the  Exposition  the  registers  of  the  Nevada  Build- 
ing and  several  other  valuable  souvenirs. 

7.  Additions  to  the  Library  and  Museum:  It  has  hitherto  been 
the  custom  to  print  the  names  and  gifts  of  the  various  contributors  to 
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the  Society  archives.  Trie-Secretary  regrets  that  this  year  it  is  impossible 
to  "do  so  both  for  want  of  time  arid  space.  Thousands  of  items  have 
been  added  during  the  past  four  years,  and  it  is  hoped  that  money  may 
soon  be  available  for  a  printed  catalogue  giving  due  credit  to  donors. 

S.  Special  Mention  of  a  Few  Rare  Items  and  Collections  by  Way 
of  Illustration  : 

Nevada  Governors  and  State  House  Souvenirs — Most  conspicuous  of  the 
accessions  of  the  last  four  years  is  the  collection  of  life-size  portraits  of 
Nevada  Governors,  photographed  from  the  oil  paintings  in  the  Capitol. 
From  the  standpoint  of  economic  values  these  pictures  are  of  small  impor- 
tance, though  of  great  educational  worth,  but  the  fact  that  they  were  made 
by  Nevada's  oldest  photographer,  who  personally  was  acquainted  with  the 
successive  Governors,  makes  of  them  real  historical  treasures.  To  this 
gallery  should  be  added  as  soon  as  possible  the  photographs  of  the  Acting 
Governors  who  actually  administered  the  government  during  a  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  the  Chief  Executive.  Belonging  to  state  house 
souvenirs,  although  exhibited  in  the  military  corner,  is  the  gas-pipe  arch 
presented  by  Mrs.  John  Sparks.  For  this  arch,  hung  with  muskets,  deco- 
rated the  front  of  the  Capitol  when,  during  Governor  Sparks's  adminis- 
tration, President  Roosevelt  made  his  first  visit  to  Nevada  and  addressed 
his  Carson  City  audience  from  under  this  arch.  Today  once  more  the 
frame  is  hung  with  historic  guns,  souvenirs  of  the  Mexican,  Civil,  and 
Spanish  Wars  and  some  that  perchance  saw  no  armed  conflict  save  with 
the  native  American.  Here  also  hangs  the  weapon  of  Johnson  Sides,  the 
peacemaker.  State  activity  is  represented  again  in  printed  publications 
of  legislative  proceedings  such  as  have  been  donated  by  Hon.  T.  T, Fair- 
childs,  along  with  the  pioneer  printing  press  of  Tuscarora.  Of  very  recent 
accession  are  the  photographs  of  the  battleship  "  Nevada"  silver  service, 
rifle  team,  etc.,  from  the  Governor's  office. 

Educational  Souvenirs:  Reminiscent  again  of  our  governmental  institu-  : 
tions,  although  in  a  different  sphere,  is  the  weather-vane,  door  and  hand- 
carved  wainscoting  from  the  first  school  house  in  Reno  where  the  A  B  G;s.  I 
were  taught  to  future  legislators,  Governors  and  Chief  Justices.  Earlier 
even  than  Reno  educational  institutions  is  the  school  district  of  Glendale, 
organized  by  a  call  issued  from  Truckee  before  there  was  any  Reno.  The 
record  book  of  this  old  district,  as  also  the  original  call  for  organization 
is  preserved  through  the  thought  fulness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  0.  Sessions. 

And  not  less  significant  is  the  State  University  bond,  the  last  one  to  be 
redeemed  by  Washoe  County  in  fulfilment  of  its  pledge  to  provide  a  site 
upon  the  removal  of  the  institution  from  Elko.  Tins  was  secured  through 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  C.  IT.  Stoddard.  From  Mrs.  Drappo  came,  shortly 
before  her  death,  copies  of  the  Nevada  State  Journal  of  18S9  containing 
Reno  High  School  graduating  essays  of  E.  E.  Caine,  Nellie  Hymers, 
Henry  Martin,  Grace  Ward,  and  Ida  Mapes. 

The  Comstock:  Today,  even  as  of  old,  the  Comstock  is  a  name  with  which 
to  conjure  up  visions  of  wealth  and  luxury.  And  while  perchance  other 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth' s  history  may  have  been  neglected  because 
of  the  concentration  of  attention  upon  Virginia  City,  yet  Nevada's  historical 
collection  would  be  poor  indeed  were  not  a  large  place  given  to  souvenirs 
of  the  Bonanza  days.  Thus  far  only  the  slightest  beginning  has  been 
made  in  this  direction,  yet  the  last  four  years  has  witnessed  the  addition 
of  many  hundreds  of  items  gathered  by  pioneer  hands  or  rescued  by  the 
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younger  generation  after  the  passing  of  the  original  actors.  Such  is  the 
little  brass  bell  which  rang  up  the  first  curtain  at  the  old  McGuire  Opera 
House  where  for  many  years  millionaires  were  nightly  entertained. |~^"J 
Bootjack:  Then  the  old  family  Bible,  forever  separated  from  its  owner 
in  the  big  fire  of  1875,  and  an  ornate  boot- remover,  which  must  have 
belonged  to  a  family  of  wealth,  tell  of  other  phases  of  those  good  old  days 
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"The  School  District  of  Glendale,  organized  by  a  call  issued  from  Truckee 
before  there  was  any  Keno." 

as  does  the  profusely  illustrated  document  known  as  the  Miner  Pioneer's 
Ten  Commandments  which  originated  in  the  brain  of  a  citizen  of  Gold 
Hill.  And  one  souvenir  there  is  which  links  the  city  on  the  slopes  of 
Mount  Davidson  with  the  continents  across  the  sea.  A  newspaper  in  its 
wrapper  directed  to  a  resident  of  Virginia  City  was  shipwrecked  on  the 
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steamer  Oregon  ofT  Queenstown,  but  finally  found  its  way  to  its  destination 
and  was  preserved  in  Virginia  City  in  the  Exempt  Firemen's  cabinet, 
whence  in  1913  it  came  to  the  Nevada  Historical  Society.  And,  speaking 
of  Exempt  Firemen  relics,  one  is  reminded  of  the  valuable  gifts  of  the 


"The  lantern  used  by  Borax  Smith's  wife,  and  the  man-yoke  with  which  Mr. 
Smith  took  out  the  first  borax." 
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Carson  County  (Nevada  Territory)  Mining  Deed. 

Wardell  family  comprising  pictures,  records  and  trappings  of  the  early 
fire  companies  of  Virginia,  as  also  Fred  Plunketfs  gavel,  etc.,  of  the 
Monumental  Fire  Engine  Company. 
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Oomstocl'  Bel ics  on  the  Way:  Donated  to  the  Society  through  the  efforts 
of  Mrs.  Clayton  Belknap,  but  not  yet  received,  are  several  boxes  full  of 
souvenirs  of  Virginia  City,  fall  acknowledgment  of  which  must  wait  until 
a  later  date. 

Other  Pif)neei'  Rcrtundevx:  Of  other  pioneer  reminders  there  are  emigrant 
ox-yokes,  a  gambling  machine,  the  revolver  from  the  man  who  settled 
and  named  Eagle  Valley,  the  lantern  used  by  Borax  Smith's  wife  and 
the  man-yoke  with  which  Mr.  Smith  himself  took  out  the  hist  borax. 
There  are  old  Washoe  County  mining  deeds  .of  1863,  and  an  1862  map 
of  the  Washoe  Silver  Region  of  Nevada  Territory.    There  are  reports  of 

40  GOLDEN  STATE  IRON  WORKS. 


HEPBURN  k  PETERSON'S  PANS  AND  SEPARATORS. 

Tor  Jle<!u<liiK  and  Amalgamating  Gold  liisd  Silver  Ores. 

We  invite  the  Mining  Public  to  examine  the  record  of  our 
Machines  before  adopting  any  other  for  producing  similar  results. 
They  have  been  in  general  uso  for  the  past  three  years,  during 
which  time  they  have  been  repeatedly  tried  in  comparison  with 
every  other  machine  of  note,  and  of  a.  similar  nature,  and  have 
invariably  been  adopted  in  preference  ;  which  fects  we  offer  as  the 
most  suitable  recommendation,  and  which  is  attested  by  the 
following  list  of 

^Principal  Mills  "Using-  Tliem  : 

Kaintjiof  Companies.  location  of  Mill. 

GOULD  k  CUKKY  Virginia  City ,  Nevada. 

SILVfcR  ST  A  IE  REDUCTION  WORKS  Empire;  City,  Nevada.' 

OPHIP.  \X  L-hoo  City,  Nevada. 

EDWARD  McLEAN  Silver  City,  Nevada. 

SANTIAGO  &phyT  Hat,  Nevada. 

RAPHAEL  A:  Hl'STED  Gold  Hill,  Nevada. 

FRENCH  k  BESLER  ....Dayton,  Nevada. 

HERMAN',  KETCHER  &  CO  Carson  R'iver,  N'cvada. 

A.  SU  TRO  Davton ;  Nevada . 

DAVIS  k  BARRON  Carson  City,  Nevada. 

PHCENIX  Silver  City,  Nevada. 

CHAS.  S.  COUVLR  Silver  City,  Nevada. 

PIONEER  Silver  City,  Nevada. 

L.  A.  BOOTH E  &  CO  Virginia  Citv,  Nevada. 

A.  DELAND  Washoe,  Nevada. 

SUCO>R  MILL  AND  MINING  CO  Cold  Hill,  Nevada . 

ROPGRRS  k  GRISSAM  Silver  City,  Nevada. 

AN[>FR-ON  &  SEAL  Washoe,  Nevada. 

TEAK  LE,  ROGERS  &  CO  Nevada. 

Mf.LVlLLE  KELSEY  Silver  City,  Nevada. 

HCDCIN  &  FORM  AN  Silver  City ,  Nevada. 

YELLOW  JACKET  Empire  Citv,  Nevada. 

BELPIN  £  GREGORY   Esmeralda,  Nevada. 

HECKENDORN  Calaveras  Co.,  California. 

CARSON  CREEK  CaUveras  Co.,  California. 

CROWN  LEAD  M-iripova  Co. ,  California. 

BIO  BLL'E  LEAD  Tulare  Co.,  California. 

EAGLE  Amador  Co.,  California. 

E.  T.  STFFN  ,  Amador  Co.,  California. 

IDA  MILL  Owens  River,  California. 

ALACRaN  Sonora,  Mexico. 

SANTA  CLARA  Sonora,  Mexico. 

ROSA  RIO  &  CAR  MAN  Sonora,  Mexico. 

L!  CERT  AD  Sonora,  Mexico'. 

DON  JUAN  ROHINSON  Sonora,  Mexico. 

Manufactured  at  the  Golden  State  Iron  Works,  in  San  Francisco. 
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Principal  Mills. 

the  old  mining  companies,  such  as  the  Justice  and  the  Crown  Point 
Extension;  there  is  the  old  book  containing  patterns  of  the  first  quartz- 
milling  machinery,  turned  out  by  the  Golden  State  Iron  Works  of  San 
Francisco. 

There  are  the  reminders  of  the  camps  of  Hamilton  and  Treasure  City 
saved  by  Mrs.  Alex  Muir  of  Hamilton.  Then  also  the  souvenirs  of  the 
first  railways  aiust  not  be  overlooked;  the  Virginia  and  Gold  Hill 
Directory  of  1S73-1$74;  the  picture  of  Palisade  before  the  building  of 
the  Eureka  and  Palisade;  the  N.-C.-O.  Certificate  of  Indebted  ness  to  a 
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man  who  helped  to  lay  the  ties  of  that  transportation  line.  But  many 
of  these  articles  here  enumerated  are  part  of  another  collection  madelby 
another,  but  younger,  citizen  of  Nevada. 

The  Cap!.  Duck  Loan  Collection:  The  Nevada  Historical  Society  is  not 
merely  the  recipient  of  many  gifts  but  it  undertakes  to  care  for  and  exhibit 
such  things  as  the  owners  have  not  yet  decided  to  forever  renounce  title  to, 
but  which  are  clearly  in  safer  keeping  in  the  State's  building  than 
they  could  possibly  be  in  the  ordinary  dwelling-house  or  store  building. 
Illustrative  of  this  feature  of  the  work  is  the  large  and  constantly  grow- 


First  Quartz-Milling  Machinery. 

ing  collection  of  Capt.  Herman  Davis.  Its  most  characteristic  feature  is 
the  motley  array  of  firearms  of  ail  sizes  and  descriptions  which  has  already 
brought  more  than  one  connoisseur  to  look  and  to  long  and  to  petition  for 
the  privilege  of  sale  or  exchange.  But  the  interest  of  this  unusual  collector 
lias  not  been  confined  to  lighting  implements.  Indian  souvenirs,  curios 
from  the  Orient  and  ancient  Babylonia,  early  mining  camp  and  emigrant 
party  reminder-,  lie  side  by  side  on  the  shelves. 

tidies  of  FirM  Xeiwhim?  To  the  already  considerable  display  of  ethno- 
logical specimens  the  Society  lias  of  late  added  two  hundred  and  thirty 
Indian  artifacts  from  Humboldt  Lake  near  the  guiino  burial  cave  exca- 
vated in  1910-1911.     Ice  picks,  rubbing  stones,  mortars,  pestles  and 
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arrow-points  are  found  here  in  abundance  afid  with  each  advancing  year 
become  of  greater  value  as  the  mementos  of  a  vanishing  rare.  Through 
the  kindness  of  .Miss  Grace  Lamb  of  Death  Valley,  a  number  of  Indian 
relies  from  southern  Nevada  have  been  recently  received. 

Large  General  Donations:  On  two  occasions  the  Society  lias  been  the 
recipient  of  the  literary  contents  of  some  old  attic  or  storeroom.  From 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Donnels  in  the  summer  of  1914  we  received  many  scientific 
and  religious  works  of  the  middle  or  even  beginning  of  the  19th  eentury. 
Later  in  the  same  year  Mr.  R.  L.  Fulton  gave  files  of  old  magazines,  gov- 
ernment documents  now  out  of  print,  including  Civil  War  military  and 
naval  works,  as  well  as  a  number  of  rare  Nevada  items  such  as  the  Truckee 
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'"Tonopah  four  months  after  discovery  of  values." 
(Picture  from  loan  collection  of  Gapt.  Davis.) 

Basin  and  Lake  Tahoe  Directory  of  1884-5,  the  government  report  upon 
Nevada  climate  in  1891,  and  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  State  Senate  for 
the  twelfth  session  of  the  Nevada  Legislature. 

Tilings  of  National  Importance:  Linking  Nevada  to  the  larger  national 
field  of  interest  are  a  number  of  recently  acquired  articles  as,  for  instance, 
the  framed  copy  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  printed  in  1864,  and 
hung  in  the  State  Capitol  in  those  early  days  when  freedom  for  the  black 
man  was  a  new  and  wondrous  thing.  Men  who  have  personal  remem- 
brance of  those  stirring  times  were  minded  to  preserve  this  souvenir  for 
all  time  by  placing  it  in  the  one  building  in  Nevada  which  is  sacred  to 
such  a  duty. 
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The  signature  of  William  Melvinley  shortly  before  his  assassination 
appears  on  a  pardon  granted  to  a  Nevada  man.  A  parcel-post  wrapper 
and  stamp  used  on  the  initial  day  of  the  extension  of  the  United  States 
mail  service  to  the  transportation  of  produce  tells  of  another  federal 
relationship.  Connected  w  ith  the  Western  State  only  by  virtue  of  haying 
been  in  the  possession  of  one  of  its  citizens  is  the  Ulster  County  Gazette 
in  mourning  for  Washington,  the  framed  1776  Centennial  stock  certificate 
and  the  saddle  ridden  through  the  Civil  War  by  the  man  who  lowered 
the  flap;  from  the  Confederate  Capitol  at  Richmond.  Recalling  still 
another  phase  of  Civil  War  history  is  the  collection  of  manuscripts  relat- 
ing to  the  removal  of  the  bodies  of  forty-six  United  States  soldiers  from  the 
cemetery  at  Fort  Churchill  to  Carson  City  1864;  for  Fort  Churchill  was 
in  the  spotlight  during  the  Nevada  Indian  wars  when  larger  issues  were 
at  stake  than  that  of  the  mere  disposal  of  a  small  native  tribe.  Souvenirs 
from  Fort  McDermitt  have  been  received  through  the  thoughtfulness  of 
Miss  Augusta  Brnsso,  and  many  invaluable  treasures  from  Fort  Halleck 
form  a  part  of  the  notable  Mayer-Bangs  (Elko) donation  of  several  hundred 
articles.  Presidential  campaign  emblems  saved  by  Hon.  W.  W.  Booher 
have  also  found  their  way  into  the  archives.  Relics  from  the  battlefields 
of  Bull  Run  have  been  donated  by  Mr.  X.  K.  Franklin. 

Gridley  Sanitary  Sad:  of  Flour — But  rarest  of  ail  and  having  its  origin 
in  Nevada  is  the  sack  of  hour  which  won  such  fabulous  sums  for  the  San- 
itary Commission  in  1864.  When  Mr.  Gridley 's  daughter,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Wood,  brought  back  to  its  place  of  derivation  the  world-famous  sack  of 
flour  and  the  quaint  old  photographs  that  serve  to  identify  it.  she  gave 
to  this  State  a  treasure  for  which  more  than  one  city  in  California  had 
bid  in  vain  and  which  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Washington  would 
have  been  proud  to  receive. 

Xerada  Schools  ColleMmg  for  J.iulorical  Sock  ty:  Several  donations  hitherto 
mentioned  have  come  from  teachers  and  school  children  located  in.  various 
parts  of  the  State.  Another  substantial  gift  came  last  year  from  the  Elko 
County  High  School  in  the  hies  of  the  Times-Review,  printed  in  Tusca- 
rora  in  188*2  and  1883. 

IV.  Fiscal  Report  for  1913-1914,  on  State  Appropriations. 

CURRENT  EXPENSE  FUND 


Receipts      $5,000.00 

Disbursements— 

Lights  and  water     $128.60 

Fuel.....    „     Itf9.5(>mc* 

Telegrams  and  telephones     70.67 

Express,  freight,  and  transfer     139.93 

Traveling  expenses      197.50 

Supplies  and  equipment     3*26.50 

Furniture  222.18 

Postage     „    52.00   h  i 

Purchase  of  books,  etc.-    270. S4 

Printing,  half-tones,  binding...   1   406.09 

Meetings    _     107.50 

Labor  and  services  ._     1,408.69 

Building  and  grounds    1.490.00 

  $5,000.00 

BUILDING  FUND 

Receipts...     $117.47 

Disbursements — 

Window  shades..     $16.50 

On  gallery    _   100.97 

—  $117.47 
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V.  Fiscal  Report  for  1915-1916  and  Statement  of  Present  Conditions  and 
Needs  of  the  Society,  as  Reported  to  the  Executive  Council. 

A.  Fiscal  Report,  1915-1916,  of  the  Secretary  on  State 
Appropriations. 

As  you  are  aware,  certified  expenditures  for  the  Society  from  state 
appropriations  thereto  have  been  signed  by  yourselves  and  audited  by 
the  Board  of  Examiners,  all  claims  having  been  paid  by  the  State  Treas- 
urer in  the  same  manner  as  with  other  state  departments. 

current  expense  fund 


Receipts     -   $5,000.00 

Di  sbu  rsements — 

Lights  and  water   $134.20 

Fuel.....   _*__    322.96 

Telegrams  and  telephones   60.01 

Express,  freight,  and  transfer   53.25 

Traveling- expenses     414. S8 

Supplies  and  equipment   620.90 

Postage    .    — _  39.40 

Purchase  of  books  and  museum  articles   224.05 

Printing,  half-tones,  binding   304.21 

Meetings  .  ._  _  _   12.85 

Labor  and  salary  of  assistants  1,908.  55 

Building  and  grounds   893.  74 

—  $5,000.00 

PIONEER  CABINET  FUND 

Receipts       $125 . 00 

Disbursements- 
Labor  and  freight..-    $88.66 

Materials   _  ._.   .  24.34 

Traveling  expenses  „__     12.00 

 —  $125.00 


B.  Present  Condition  and  Needs  of  the  Society — Recommendations 
to  the  Executive  Council. 

1.  Financial  Svpp&rt — Our  chief  need  for  the  new  biennmm  is  money 
with  which  to  push  the  work  of  collection  and  arrangement.  This  work 
of  collecting  should  not  be  hampered  by  any  false  notion  of  economy. 
An  eastern  writer  of  note  said  to  the  Secretary,  in  a  letter  acknowledging 
receipt  of  our  second  report,  "I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  people  of  your 
State  are  taking  an  interest,  in  the  State's  history  and  I  should  think 
your  Society  ought  to  be  immediately  well  supplied  with  funds  in  order 
that  you  may  secure  for  preservation  before  it  is  too  late  (as  it  is  in  some 
cases)  much  that  will  be  vital  to  posterity.  Fine  public  buildings  and 
all  that  sort  of  tiling  are  essential  in  any  community,  but  it  should  not 
be  forgotten  that  buildings  can  be  erected  at  any  time,  while  some  other 
things  need  immediate  attention  or  they  will  vanish  forever.  In  this 
latter  class  come  the  historical  records,  diaries,  journals,  statements,  etc., 
of  old  inhabitants  and  so  on.  I  hope  your  Society  will  have  funds  enough 
to  be  active  in  that  direction.1'1 

But  the  work  of  collecting  is  an  expensive  one,  not  merely  because  of 
large  traveling  expenses  in  a  State  like  this,  but  also  because  a  highly 
skilled  worker  is  needed  in  the  held  and  another  in  charge  of  the  Cilice 
work  in  Reno  at  the  same  time.  In  addition  to  the  work  of  gathering 
together  pioneer  history,  provision  should  be  made  for  emergency  cases 
when  anthropological  and  ethnological  materials  are  discovered.  One 

'Mr.  F.  S.  Dallenbaugh,  author  of  ''A  Canyon  Voyage/'  "  Romance  of  the  Colorado  River,"  "  North 
Americans  of  Yesterday."  "  Fremont  and  '49.'''  "  Breaking  the  Wilderness." 
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case  of  this  kind  occurred  near  Lovelock  and,  because  the  Nevada  His- 
torical Society  was  without  funds,  to  California  was  given  the  privilege 
of  excavation  and  ownership  of  valuable  Indian  materials.  With  the 
future  exploration  of  Nevada  lands  by  prospectors  and  in  connection  with 
irrigation  projects,  many  discoveries  of  anthropological  data  will  doubt- 
less be  forthcoming  and  fur  such  contingencies  provision  should  be  made. 

In  addition  to  larger  funds  for  collection  and  care  of  historical  materials, 
some  plan  should  be  devised  looking  toward -the  erection  at  no  far  distant 
date  of  a  larger. and  more  suitable  building  for  the  housing  of  the  archives. 
Five  thousand  dollars  would  purchase  an  adjoining  lot  and  provide  for  a 
waterproofed  basement  with  temporary  roof  to  allow  for  the  expansion 
of  the  coming  two  years. 

Furthermore,  it  would  be  desirable,  should  the  State  be  able  to  make 
provision,  that  our  organization  should  gather  and  immediately  catalogue 
all  printed  materials  published  now  or  hitherto  in  this  State,  to  the  end 
that  all  such  information  should  be  made  available  for  the  use  of  students 
and  business  men  as  well  as  state  officials.  Should  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  the  work  of  collection  as  hitherto  outlined,  this  function  also 
might  well  be  undertaken  by  the  Society,  as  also  the  survey  of  public  his- 
torical documents  in  county,  town,  and  state  archives. 

For  this  latter  work  California  two  years  ago  appropriated  the  sum  of 
$10,000  and  she  will  be  asked  for  a  largely  increased  sum  in  the  coming 
legislative  session. 

I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  budget: 

Estimate  of  Expenses  for  1917-1818 


FOR  CURRENT  EXPENSES 

Lights  and.  water       $200.00 

Fuel   _  __   520.00 

Telegrams  and  telephone     100.00 

Express,  freight  and  transfer   li>0.00 

Supplies  and  equipment       700.00 

Postage        100.00 

Purchase  of  books,  etc        500.00 

Printing,  half-tones,  binding'        500.00 

Meetings        100.00 

Assistants        4.6S0.00 

Traveling  and  work  with  ex-Nevadans     1,000.00 


Total  for  current  expenses     ?8, 500.00 

FOR  BUILDING 

To  purchase  adjoining  lot  and  make  waterproof  basement  with  temporary 

iron  roof       $5,000.00 


The  Secretary  has,  in  previous  reports,  called  attention  to  the  need  for 
a  law  providing  for  the  proper  care  and  custody  of  the  public  records, 
including  state,  county,  town,  and  court  records,  and  for  state  supervision 
of  the  same.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  something  can  be  done  by  the  next 
Legislature  toward  the  securing  of  such  a  law. 

The  Secretary  recommends  that  the  law  of  1907,  which  recognizes  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society  as  a  state  institution,  and  which  provides  for 
the  publication  of  its  biennial  report,  be  amended  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  only  the  business  report  available  for  free  distribution,  the  papers 
being  printed  separately  and  held  by  the  Society  for  its  members  and 
for  sale. 

Respectfully  s  u  b  i  n  itted, 

Jeanne  Elizabeth  Wier,  Secretary. 

The  above  report  was  approved  by  the  council. 
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In  conclusion,  Governor  Boyle,  allow  me  to  summarize  the  past  and 
present  of  our  work  in  a  few  words: 

Hitherto,  for  lack  of  necessary  funds,  a  large  portion  of  our  time  and 
energy  has  been  expended  in  trying  to  atone  for  alack  of  proper  financial 
provision — in  overcoming,  as  it  were,  the  handicap  with  which  each  new 
biemiium  we  have  started  on  the  race.  We  have  been  almost  without 
clerical  assistance,  yet  we  have  been  able  to  receive  and  accession  thou- 
sands of  gifts,  a  large  correspondence  has  been  maintained,  and  a  per- 
manent system  of  marking  exhibits  installed,  which  increases  the  value 
of  our  collection  many  fold.  What  we  have  achieved  has  been  done  against 
tremendous  odds  and  is  no  criterion  of  what  may  be  expected  when  we 
are  allowed  to  engage  in  regular  and  systematic  endeavor. 

To  gather  the  data  from  Pioneers,  to  record  the  conduct  of  public  affairs 
as  also  of  the  social  and  economic  conditions  of  the  early  days  and  at  the 
same  time  to  awaken  an  historic  consciousness  throughout  the  State  is  no 
easy  task.  But  this  is  the  work  that  we  have  set  ourselves  to  do.  To 
just  the  extent  that  the  people  of  Nevada  come  to  realize  that  the  present 
and  the  future  must  inevitably  be  the  product  of  the  past,  and  that  present 
policies,  if  wise,  must  be  based  upon  past  experience,  to  that  extent  will 
the  need  of  our  labors  become  evident.  That  you,  the  honored  child  of 
pioneer  parents  and  a  native  son  of  this  State,  are  coming  to  be  a  leader 
in  the  evolution  of  this  historic  consciousness  is  to  us  a  source  of  great 
encouragement. 

In  the  hope  that  Nevada  may  be  able  to  find  a  way  to  preserve  the 
sources  of  her  very  unique  history,  I  remain 

Very  respectful ly  yours, 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WTER, 

Secretnrj/. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 

Reno,  Nevada,  January,  1919. 
To  His  Excellency,  Emmet  D.  Boyle,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Nevada . 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  I  herewith  submit  a 
report  of  the  work  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  for  the  two  biennial 
terms  ending  December  31,  1918. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WIER, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 

Office  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society, 
Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1919. 

Hon,  Emmet  D.  -Bovle,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Deab  Sit;:  The  Secretary  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society,  in  com- 
pliance with  law,  submits  this  report  of  the  transaction?  and  work  of 
the  organization. 

I.    OBJECTS   OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  objects  of  this  Society  are  threefold:  first  and  most  important,  to 
bring  to  one  centrally  located  place  and  there  to  preserve  information 
relating  to  the  antecedent-  of  every  phase  of  development  in  Nevada; 
second,  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  studies  which  will  use  this  informa- 
tion to  facilitate  the  further  development  of  the  State;  third,  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  the  resources  and  advantages  of  Nevada  to  citizens  of 
other  States  and  to  diffuse  within  this  Commonwealth  a  knowledge  of 
those  factors  which  are  related  to  the  future  material  and  moral  progress 
of  the  State.  Tn  other  words,  its  work  is  preservative,  digestive,  and 
distributive.  Its  methods  of  action  are  through  library,  museum,  publi- 
cations, affiliated  organizations  (as  the  Pioneer  Society),  and  gratuitous 
service  in  consultation  and  advice. 

II.    ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  1917-1918 

1.  Wat?  Wobk.  For  us,  as  for  all  educational  institutions,  the  war 
has  been  the  dominant  feature  of  the  bieunium.  It  has  modified  all  our 
activities  and  we  in  turn  have  sought  to  be  helpful  in  achieving  the  great 
world  purpose.  The  membership  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  is 
naturally  composed  largely  of  men  who  are  above  the  age  limit  of  the 
draft  and  even  of  volunteer  service.  However,  several  were  actually  in 
the  foreign  service  of  the  Nation  or  of  the  Allies.  Mr.  J.  F.  Kent  not 
only  volunteered  for  himself,  but  took  his  Nevada-made  fortune  with 
him  for  the  payment  of  his  expenses.  Mr.  Edwin  F.  Faber,  to  whose 
wonderful  deftness  with  tool-  is  due  much  of  our  home-made  equipment, 
enlisted  from  Canada  before  the  United  States  entered  the  war  and  saw 
several  years  of  service  before  he  met  his  death  in  action  in  France  last 
summer.  Six  months  prior  to  that  time  he  sent  to  the  museum  a  Ger- 
man helmet,  cap,  and  a  number  of  military  buttons,  with  the  message 
that  if  he  ever  returned  he  would  properly  record  their  history.  Instead, 
they  have  helped  to  make  imperishable  his  record  as  a  soldier.  Still 
other  members  of  the  Society  were  on  the  eve  of  leaving  for  France 
when  the  armistice  was  signed.  Hon.  Frank  Williams  had  been  accepted 
for  Red  Qross  work  of  a  difficult  nature.  At  this  time  it  is  impossible 
to  speak  of  all  who  engaged  in  foreign  service  or  of  those  scores  who 
were  active  at  home  in  Councils  of  Defense,  Red  Cross  and  Food  Admin- 
istration, sales,  campaigns  and  those  other  multitudinous  activities  in 
America  connected  with  the  war.  Practically  every  member  has  con- 
tributed in  some  way. 

But,  after  all,  the  chief  war  function  of  an  institution  like  ours  is  to 
preserve  a  faithful  account  of  the  war  with  particular  reference  to  the 
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activities  of  our  own  Commonwealth.  The  Nevada  Historical  Society 
has  gathered  as.  it  lias  had  opportunity  such  federal  and  local  materials 
as  bear  in  any  way  upon  the  conflict.  The  Secretary  last  summer  did  per- 
sonal work  in  several  southern  counties  and  started  the  work  of  collection 
there.  But  realizing  that  a  systematic  and  widespread  effort  will  be 
necessary  in  order  to  gain  satisfactory  results,  the  Secretary,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Executive  Council,  has  drawn  up  a  plan  for 
finetooth-combi rig  the  State  to  obtain  all  the  data  pertaining  to  Nevada's 
part  in  the  "war.  She  has  also  compiled  a  pamphlet  of  directions  for  the 
numerous  worker.-'  who  are  to  be  enlisted  for  the  task.  The  printing  of 
the  pamphlet  and  the  inauguration  of  the  real  work  is  now  waiting  the 
result  of  legislative  action  in  providing  means  necessary  to  put  the  plan 
into  operation.  The  scheme  provides  for  a  Nevada  War  History  Com- 
mittee, county  committees  in  the  respective  divisions  of  the  State,  and 
such  local  committees  and  historians  as  numbers  and  distribution  of  popu- 
lation in  the  various  districts  may  necessitate.  The  Governor,  Adjutant- 
General,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  State  Council  of  Defense  will  be  ex  officio 
members  of  the  State  Committee.  The  data  gathered  will  be  not  only' 
that  pertaining  to  military  and  official  service,  hut  will  include  that  great 
host  of  activities  which  has  contributed  in  this  country  toward  the  winning 
of  the  war.  A  complete  list  of  all  persons  in  the  service  is  the  first  requisite, 
and  this,  for  those  who  were  not  called  in  the  draft,  will  necessarily  often 
be  obtainable  only  from  private  sources  and  by  means  of  local  personal 
effort.  So,  also,  will  the  accurate  sketch  of  each  man  be  thus  obtained  as 
well  as  photographs.  Especial  attention  is  given  to  the  matter  of  pictures 
for  all  the  various  activities.  Some  day  a  photographic  history  of  Nevada's 
war  activities  should  be  published.  The  material  must  be  gathered  now. 
The  plan  also  calls  for  a  very  elaborate  collection  of  newspaper  tiles  and 
clippings  with  proper  indexing  of  the  same.  Such  references  will  cover 
activities  of  Council  of  Defense,  Red  Cross,  arid  all  other  local  commissions 
and  boards  in  public  service  for  the  war,  destruction  of  property  attribu- 
table to  enemy  activities,  arrests  of  enemy  aliens  and  suspects,  mention 
of  men  in  the  service,  letters  from  enlisted  men  or  others  in  the  war-zone 
or  army  camps,  action  of  any  school,  church,  or  lodge  that  relates  to  war 
activities,  industrial  and  labor  conditions  which  have  been  affected  by 
the  war,  expression  of  public  opinion  iu  patriotic  celebrations,  or  action 
in  suppression  of  disloyal  meetings,  and  many  other  phases  of  work  too 
numerous  to  mention.  Exhaustive  and  accurate  reports  are  to  he  gathered 
from  all  organizations,  the  newspapers,  pictures,  and  broadsides  being 
regarded  as  illustrative  and  supplemental  only. 

All  this  vast  amount  of  data  is  to  be  gathered  iu  scientific  form  and 
so  arranged  as  to  be  of  immediate  service  for  reference  purposes  as  well 
to  serve  the  future  historian  in  chronicling  the  story  of  the  war.  The 
pamphlet,  which  will  be  distributed  widely  throughout  the  State,  shows 
the  importance  of  doing  this  work  here  and  now  while  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  war  is  still  with  us  and  the  data  is  available.  Attention  is  also 
called  to  the  need  of  Nevada  doing  its  part  toward  the  stupendous  task 
of  compiling  the  history  for  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

'2 .  Work  ok  IYulk  atiox.  Tlje  Legislature  of  101  7  provided  for  the 
printing  of  biennial  volumes  of  historical  papers  by  the  Nevada  Historical 
Society,  the  entire  edition  of  which  is  to  be  used  by  the  Society  for  sale, 
exchange,  and  distribution  among  members.    The  first  volume  of  papers 
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was  issued  in  the  spring  of  1017.  It  includes  a  -ninety-three  ••page,  account 
of  the  Semicentennial  Celebration  of  Nevada  Statehood  covering  also  the 
historical  pageant,  nine  manuscripts  of  Nevada  pioneers  as  found  in  the 
Bancroft  Library  of  the  University  of  California,  monographs  on  various 
phases  of  state  development,  old-time  poems,  and  three  memorial  articles. 
The  seventy-seven  illustrations  are  largely  reproductions  of  pioneer  pic- 
tures. The  Legislature  of  1017  also  made  an  appropriation  of  6100  for 
the  printing  of  Dr.  Romanzo  Adams's  History  of  Taxation  in  Nevada. 
The  sum  was  inadequate  and  not  until  late  in  1918  did  the  Society  rind 
a  way  to  provide  for  the  remainder.  This  volume,  which  will  soon  he 
ready  for  distribution,  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  series  entitled  "Applied 
History  Series."  The  Historical  Society,  through  its  lihrary,  is  creating 
si  workshop  for  students  who  may  seek 'to  organize  and  interpret  the  facts 
of  history  in  the  interest  of  present  and  future  progress.  The  results  of 
such  study  will  be  published  from  time  to  time  in  this  new  series,  the 
"Historical  Papers"  being  devoted  to  reminiscences  and  purely  historical 
monographs.  With  the  aid  of  history  students  at  the  University,  prog- 
ress has  been  made  toward  the  writing  of  the  history  of  county  and 
township  government  in  the  State  and  the  history  of  Reno.  Students 
are  now  at  work  on  military  topics. 

3.  The  Work  or  Collection.  Owing  to  the  war  difficulties  of  travel 
and  transportation,  the  Society  has  been  seriously  handicapped,  at  least 
so  far  as  field  work  is  concerned-  The  Secretary's  annual  pass  from  the 
Southern  Pacific  was,  with  all  others  of  a  similar  character,  recalled  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  Hence,  financial  considerations  made  it  neces- 
sary to  omit  this  important  feature  of  the  work.  However,  the  increasing 
interest  in  the  institution  has  brought  to  us  many  valuable  items  from 
volunteer  collectors,  so  that  the  additions  have  been  valuable  both  in 
quantity  and  quality.  In  this  brief  and  hurriedly  compiled  report  men- 
tion can  be  made  of  only  a  few  typical  contributions  by  way  of  illustration. 

Anthropological  Specimens  from  the  Lovelock  Indian  Buried  Cave.  \\  lien 
excavation  for  guano  began  in  this  cave  in  1010  the  Indian  relics  found 
buried  therein  were  being  taken  out  in  an  unscientific  way  and  scattered 
broadcast  among  curio  seekers.  The  Secretary  secured  a  considerable 
number  of  these  things  either  from  the  excavators  or  those  into  whose 
hands  they  had  come.  But  realizing  that  the  excavation  should  be  made 
by  trained  anthropologists  and  being  unable  to  secure  the  money  to  obtain 
such  assistance  for  Nevada  supervision  of  the  task,  she  asked  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  to  send  an  anthropologist  to  save  the  remainder  of  these 
priceless  relics  from  destruction.  The  call  was  answered,  and  for  some 
months  Mr.  L.  L.  Loud  was  busy  with  the  task  of  excavating,  packing, 
and  shipping  the  cave  relics.  The  Regents  of  the  University  of  California 
consented  to  an  arrangement  whereby  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  might 
secure  one-third  of  the  collection  after  it  had  been  catalogued  by  the 
Anthropology  Department.  In  the  summer  of  1918  the  work  of  cata- 
loguing was  completed  and  Nevada's  quota  came  into  possession  of  the 
Society.  It  more  than  tills  three  large  cases  in  the  annex  and  contains 
(>vcr  four  thousand  separate  exhibits. 

Mention  has  been  made  in  a  previous  report  of  the  loan  collection  of 
Miss  Grace  M.  Lamb,  who,  as  a  teacher  in  Southern  Nevada,  has  found 
opportunity  to  collect  many  valuable  Indian  relics.  She  has  recently 
added  to  her  exhibit  a  number  of  tine  baskets  and  arrow  heads. 
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Mayers-Bang*  Collection.  This  varied  and  valuable  exhibit  of  several 
hundred  items  which  was  donated  in  part  in  the  previous  hienuiuni  has 
been  enlarged  by  frequent,  gifts  during  the  last  two  years,  one  of  them 
having  arrived  late  in  1918.  Eastern  souvenirs  of  the  Civil  War  period, 
as  also  those  of  Fort  Halleek  in  our  own  section,  He  side  by  side  with 
reminders  of  the  early  days  of  Elko  and  the  Elko  Depot  Hotel.  A  com- 
plete silver  service,  old  walnut  "whatnots,"  marble-topped  tables  and  a 
sweet-toned  music  box  which  were  known  to  all  frequenters  of  the  famous 
hostelry  in  the  70's  now  find  a  resting-place  in  the  Mayers-Bangs  corner, 
while  from  the  balcony  railing  hangs  the  oil  painting  of  A.  W .  Nightingill, 
first  State  Controller  of  Nevada. 

From  Elko  also  have  come  other  contributions,  among  them  that  of 
the  YV.  \V.  Booher  collection  in  souvenirs  of  the  Comstock  and  of  presi- 
dential campaigns.  The  Comstock  history  is  being  recorded  by  means  of 
data  and  relics  from  many  sources.  One  of  the  most  important  additions 
is  that  made  through  the  personal  work  of  Mrs.  Clayton  Belknap,  who 
spent  one  month  among  old  acquaintances  in  Virginia  City  and  achieved 
remarkable  success  in  procuring  relics  of  the  early  days. 

W.  C.  Grimes. Donation.  Fallon  pioneer  life  has  recently  been  repre- 
sented by  the  contribution  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W .  C.  (i rimes,  who,  when 
leaving  their  old-time  home,,  gathered  up  and  sent  to  the  Society  memen- 
tos of  the  early  days  in  the  shape  of  old-fashioned  dishes,  needlework, 
match-safe,  and  most  precious  of  all,  a  ten-pound  piece  of  copper  dug 
■from  Nevada  mines  over  sixty  years  ago  and  smelted  by  hand  before  the 
days  of  the  smelter. 

Valuable  Paintings.  Besides  the  Nightingill  portrait,  a  number  of 
valuable  historical  paintings  have  found  their  way  to  us  during  the  last 
two  years.  A  large  painting  of  the  Combination  Mill  at  Belmont,  1864, 
is  the  gift  of  J.  H.  Harris  through  Captain  Davis  who,  as  voluntary  col- 
lector, has  brought  scores  of  items  to  the  museum.  "Jim  Butler  and 
the  Mule  Discovering  Tonopah"  faces  in  one  of  the  crowded  corridors 
the  oil  painting  of  Reno  in  the  60's  when  the  old  Lake  House  and  a 
cabin  across  the  river  were  the  sole  habitations  in  this  part  of  the 
Truckee  Meadows.  The  large  oil  portrait  of  Mr.  Lake,  the  founder  of 
Reno,  is  also  a  loan  from  Mrs.  Thompson,  his  daughter. 

Hosk ins  Souvenirs.  Mrs.  R...J.  IToskins  has  contributed  a  large  num- 
ber of  souvenirs  of  the  stage  in  early  Nevada,  as  well  as  miscellaneous 
pictures  and  a  star  from  the  flag  of  the  battleship  Maine.  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  Mr.  lfoskins's  father-in-law  built  the  first  theater  in 
Reno  and  also  the  first  one  in  Sacramento. 

Miscellamom  (rifts.  A  frying-pan  hammered  out  from  nails  and  other 
precious  scraps  of  iron  by  the  early  Mormons  is  a  loan  from  Mrs.  .Judge 
King  of  Carson  City.  One  of  the  first  telegraph  instruments  used  in 
Nevada  comes  from  Master  Martin  Fulton,  the  youngest  member  of  the 
Society.  Photographs  of  Adolph  Sutro  and  wife,  preserved  in  Dayton 
all  these  years  by  Mr.  George  Rammelkamp,  recall  the  building  of  the 
famous  tunnel.  Souvenirs  of  the  late  prohibition  campaign  will  in  their 
time  become  historical. 

Indefatigable  Worker*,  such  as  Hon.  E.  T.  Patrick.  Hon.  F.  X.  Fletcher, 
and  Miss  Annie  Martin  of  Carson  City,  Captain   Herman   Davis,  Mr. 
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D-uald  Fraser  and  Mrs.  Charles  Uymers  of  Reno,  President  Talbot  and 
Mrs.  Batlgs  of  Elko,  Miss  Lamb  of  Death  Valley,  and  many  more  too 
numerous  to  mention  are  constantly  adding  items  both  to  museum  and 
library,  ranging  in  size  from  old  stock  certificates  and  campaign  buttons 
up  to  life-size  oil  portraits. 

Libra-ill  Expansion.  Through  the  aid  of  Secretary  of  State  Brodigan, 
the  Society  now  boasts  nearly  a  complete  set  of  state  publications.  These 
are  invaluable  for  all  research  work  it]  Nevada  history.  Captain  Davis 
has  loaned  his  large  mining  library  to  the  Society.  It  includes  maga- 
zines which  are  not  how  obtainable  in  the  market.  The  United  States 
Census  Department  has  recently  furnished  the  original  schedules  of  the 
census  in  Nevada  from  18-30  to  1870.  The  general  Pacific  Slope  division 
of  the  library  has  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  many  valuable  works 
of  travel  and  poetry  secured  through  second-hand  dealers  in  pioneer 
history. 

Newspapers.  In  no  other  field  perhaps  did  the  war  threaten  greater 
interference  than  in  the  matter  of  newspaper  tiles;  but  the  sweeping  order 
of  the  War  Industries  Board  prohibiting  the  distribution  of  free  copies 
and  of  exchanges  was  soon  modified  by  the  provision  for  institutions  like 
ours.  As  a  result,  while  there  are  some  serious  gaps  in  our  files,  on  the 
whole  we  have  come  through  with  a  fairly  complete  set  of  papers.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  those  editors  who  have  continued  to  donate  newspapers 
during  this  period  of  high  prices  and  scarcity  of  paper.  The  tiles  of  the 
two  Reno  dailies  have  been  bound  back  to  1907.  Hundreds  of  volumes 
of  other  state  papers  are  waiting  for  adequate  landing  funds. 

4.  Work  of  Arrangement.  Some  cataloguing  of  books  has  been 
accomplished  during  the  biennium,  but  the  huge  task  of  arranging  and 
indexing  pamphlet  and  broadside  materials  is  still  waiting  on  time  and 
equipment  factors.  In  order  thai  the  real  historical  value  of  this  mountain 
of  local  stuff  may  not  be  largely  lost,  its  permanent  arrangement  should 
be  provided  for  while  the  present  Secretary,  who  alone  has  knowledge  of 
many  items,  can  personally  attend  to  the  work. 

Many  museum  articles  are  packed  away  for  lack  of  space  for  exhibition. 
Nearly  all  of  the  items  which  are  on  exhibition  are  clearly  marked,  show- 
ing the  nature  of  the  article  and,  when  donated,  the  name  of  the  giver. 
An  annex  has  been  made  out  of  an  adjoining  residence,  connected  with 
the  main  building  by  a  covered  hallway.  This  annex  houses  a  large 
part  of  the  Indian  collection  and  the  great  Derby  Dam  canvas  painting 
from  the  Southern  Pacific  building  at  the  P.  P.  I.  E.  at  San  Francisco. 

Many  interested  visitors  have  been  shown  through  these  buildings.  At 
present,  and  until  the  plague  lias  entirely  passed,  the  general  public  is  not 
urged  to  visit  the  building,  but  by  special  arrangement  the  rooms  are 
opened  when  occasion  requires. 

5.  Per.manent  EQUIPMENT.  The  Nevada  Historical  Society  has  never 
had  any  expensive  furnishings.  Its  equipment  is  heterogeneous — picked 
up  at  sales  of  office  furniture  or  made  at  home  from  pine  lumber.  A 
number  of  pine  museum  cases  have  recently  been  added  and  a  few  show- 
eases  purchased  from  mercantile  firms  going  out  of  business.  Cataloguing 
equipment,  typewriter  and  tire  extinguishers  have  been  among  the  abso- 
lutely necessary  items  of  expense. 
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III.    FISCAL  REPORT  FOR  1917-1918  ON  STATE  APPROPRIATIONS, 
AND  RECOMMENDATIONS  AS  REPORTED  TO  THE  EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  BIEIOSTUM 
A.  Fiscal  Report,  1917  1918 

As  you  are  aware,  certified  expenditures  for  the  Society  from  state 
appropriations  thereto  -have  been  signed  by  yourselves  and  audited  by  the 
Board  of  Examiners,  all  claims  having  been  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer 
in  the  same  manner  as  with  other  State  departments. 


Receipts   1  .  .      S6.000.00 

Disbursements — 

Lisrhts  and  water         $280.95 

Fuel       553.14 

Telegrrams  and  telephone?.  .  _      69.38 

Express,  freight  and  transfer       37.75 

Traveling  expenses      195.61 

Supplies,  equipment,  buildiny?,  grounds   1,083.07 

Postage       87.49 

Purchase  of  books  and  musuern  articles  .    326.74 

Printing  and  binding       810.92 

Labor  and  salary  of  assistants  _      1,754.95 

Rent  for  annex       800.00 

  $6,000.00 


B.  Recommendations  to  the  Executive  Council 

1.  Need  of  Collecting  Pioneer  History.  When  so  many  of  our  pioneers 
are  each  year  passing  away  without  having  left  a  written  record  of  their 
experiences  in  the  early  days  of  Nevada,  and  when  pioneer  historical 
materials  are  daily  being  destroyed  for  lack  of  appreciation  of  their  value 
or  through  fires  in  temporary  camps,  it  would  seem  to  be  self-evident 
that  ways  and  means  should  in  some  way  be  provided  for  more  active 
and  widespread  work  in  the  matter  of  collection.  If  ever  this  State  is 
to  be  generous  in  the  support  of  this  work,  such  generosity  should  come 
now  before  the  opportunities  are  gone  forever. 

2.  Need  of  Collecting.  War  Hiztotu  of  Nevada*  Almost  as  vital  as  the 
subject  of  our  pioneer  history  is  that  of  the  records  of  the  war  now  end- 
ing. Not  only  as  a  matter  of  pride  for  Nevadans,  but  as  much  that  we 
may  keep  step  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union  and  contribute  our 
part  to  the  federal  history  of  the  war,  we  should  ask  for  an  amount  suf- 
ficient to  cover  the  expense  of  such  collection  under  a  plan  which  is 
submitted  to  you  in  a  supplementary  report. 

o.  Need  for  Yecj  rhj  Ttutead  of  Biennial  Publication .  Historical  materials 
are  multiplied  many  times  in  usefulness  when  they  are  put  into  print. 
Our  Society  should  publish  at  least  one  volume  a  year,  the  Historical 
Papers  and  the  Applied  History  volumes  alternating  and  each  appearing 
once  in  two  years.  Not  only  should  we  be  enabled  to  publish  more  fre- 
quently, but  our  books  should  be  presented  in  form  and  size  other  than 
that  suitable  for  business  reports.  This  will  necessitate  special  book  paper, 
special  typesetting,  together  with  wider  margins,  etc  Tin.'  extra  cost  of 
such  volumes  would  be  compensated  by  the  greater  usefulness  of  the 
historical  materials.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Hon.  Joe  Farnsworth  and 
his  stall  for  their  painstaking  endeavor  to  print  our  volumes  in  good 
form.  However,  the  usual  appropriations  for  the  State  Printing  Office 
do  not  cover  the  extra  expense-  required  by  volumes  such  as  are  described 
above. 
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4.  Need  of  a  Survey  of '  Public  and  Private  Historical  Documents  in  Vari- 
<;>>,:  Qmcdties  and  Towns  of  the  State.  Particularly  should  this  survey  be 
made  for  the  state,  county  and  town  archives,  so  that  the  historical 
siiident  and  writer  may  have  a  guide  as  to  what  is  available  and  the 
location  61  such  materials. 

5,  Miscellaneous  Needs.  I  have  so  many  times  in  my  reports  com- 
plained of  our  serious  lack  of  room  for  storage  and  display  and  of  the 
makeshift  arrangements  we  have  been  obliged  to  employ,  that  it  is  need- 
less to  recount  these  -things  again.  More  room  and  more  assistance  would 
solve  many  of  our  problems.  Yet  while  historical  consciousness  is  evolv- 
ing in  this  State,  we  seek  to  be  patient  in  waiting  for  the  coming  of  the 
financial  assistance  which  is  essential  to  final  achievement. 

1  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  budget: 

ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES  FOR  1919-1920 
For  Current  Expenses— 

Lights  and  water     $400.00 

Fuel   600.00 

Telegrams  and  telephones    100.00 

Express,  freight  and  transfer   _      200.00 

Postage...  .......  j..T  .....  .    200.00  '. 

Purchase  of  books,  etc        1,000.00 

Printing- and  binding     1,500.00 

Traveling  expenses     500.00 

Meetings     .   100.00 

Supplies,  equipment,  building  and  grounds  2,500.00 

Labor  and  salary  of  assistant     2.900.00 

 $10,000.00 

For  Collection  of  War  History-  - 

Assistance..   .   $1,500.00 

Traveling  .       500.00 

Supplies,  printing,  equipment,  etc    1,000.00 

  3.000.00 

$13,000.00 

Tin-  above  report  was  approved  by  the  Council  at  its  annual  meeting. 


IV.    RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  Secretary  has  sought  in  this  brief  report  to  state  clearly  the  objects 
of  the  Society  and  to  show  in  what  measure  we  have  been  able  to  accom- 
plish these  purposes  during  the  biennium  just  closed.  She  has  also 
pointed  out  the  serious  handicap  under  which  the  work  is  at  present 
done  because  of  the  lack  of  proper  assistance,  housing  capacity,  oppor- 
tunity for  publication,  and  maintenance  of  held  work.  By  dint  of  the 
most  rigid  economy  and  a  careful  choice  of  the  most  important  and 
urgent  lines  of  activity,  considerable  progress  lias  been  made  in  past 
years,  as  our  publications  and  building  bear  witness,  But  with  the 
present  high  prices  of  materials  and  labor,  traveling,  etc..  the  task  of 
keeping  the  work  up  to  its  present  standard  of  efficiency  is  an  impossible 
i*ne  unless  larger  funds  are  available.  The  need  of  expanding  and  going 
beyond  the  present  standard,  particularly  in  the  pressing  matter  of  war- 
history  collection,  has  been  presented  in  this  report.  A  half-hour  spent 
in  visiting  the  building  should  convince  even  the  most  skeptical  of  the 
value  of  the  work  and  the  need  of  a  more  generous  support.  A  study  of 
the  activities  of  other  States  will  lead  to  the  same  conclusion.  Our 
sister  States  are  today  spending  many  thousands  each  on  the  matter  of 
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war  history  alone.  Shall  Nevada,  who  justly  points  with  pride  to  her 
war  record,  allow  that  record  to  he  lost  to  future  generations  because  of 
a  mistaken  economy  now  at  this  critical  period. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  • 


JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WIER, 

Secretary. 

Note — For  lack  of  time  this  business  report,  which  should  have  contained  other  items,  such 
as  the  president's  report,  list  of  officers,  members,  etc.,  has  been  abbreviated.  The  missing  item:-, 
will  appear  in  the  next  volume  of  historical  papers  which  will  be  edited  during  the  present  year. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1921. 
To  His  Excellency,  Emmet  D.  Boyle,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Nevada. 

Sir  :  .  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  I  herewith  submit 
a  report  of  the  work  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  for  the  biennial 
term  ending  December  31,  1920. 

?  Very  respectfully  yours, 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WIER, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1921. 
Emmet  D.  Boyle,  Governor,  Carson  City,  Nevada. 

Sir:  It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  under  the  Executive  Council, 
aided  by  the  valued  work  of  the  Secretary  and  the  assistance  of  mem- 
bers in  numerous  localities,  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  lias  made 
increased  progress  in  its  work  of  collecting  and  preserving  for  the 
use  of  present  and  future  generations  relics,  data  and  important 
iii formation  concerning'  the  State  and  her  people.  This  work,  as  in 
ofrlrer  commonwealths,  has  been  most-  satisfactorily  done  by  those  who 
take  special  interest,  in  its  accomplishment.  In  this  State  the  effective- 
ness of  the  work  will  be  further  advanced  by  the  recently  organized 
county  committees,  the  members  of  which  are  aware  of  the  importance 
of  the  effort  and  are  anxious  to  promote  the  purposes  of  the  Society. 

If  adequate  funds  and  needed  storage  equipment  were  once  provided 
the  work  of  the  Society  could  be  better  advanced.  Even  under  adverse 
financial  conditions  some  additional  and  fireproof  housing,  though 
perhaps  only  temporary,  is  imperative  for  the  preservation  of  materials 
which  will  be  of  great  interest' and  benefit  in  the  future. 

Further  time  is  necessary  for  the  proper  preparation  of  the  war 
history  which  requires  much  more  effort  than  is  ordinarily  realized 
by  persons  not  familiar  with  such  work. 

The  condition  of  the  Society  is  better  shown  by  tin1  following 
detailed  report  of  the  Secretary,  under  whose  able  supervision  its 
work  has  been  so  well  advanced.  With  best  wishes  for  the  future 
and  increasing  service  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  and  all  other 
tilings  which  will  promote  the  welfare  of  our  State,  I  am 

Yours  respectfully,  ^  p  TALBOT 

Preside  nt. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 

Office  of  the  Nevada  Historical  ^Society, 

Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1921. 

Hon.  Emmet  D.  Boyle,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society,  in 
compliance  with  law,  submits  this  report  of  the  transactions  and 
work  of  the  organization. 

1         I.    OBJECTS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  objects  of  this  Society  are  threefold:  First  and  most  important, 
to  bring  to  one  centrally  located  place  and  there  to  preserve  informa-" 
tion  relating  to  the  antecedents  of  every  phase  of  development  in 
Nevada;  second,  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  studies  winch  will  use 
this  information  to  facilitate  the  further  development  of  the  State; 
third,  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  the  resources  and  advantages  of 
Nevada  to  citizens  of  other  States  and  to  diffuse  within  this  common- 
wealth a  knowledge  of  those  factors  which  are  related  to  the  future 
material  and  moral  progress  of  the  State.  In  other  words,  its  work 
is  preservative,  digestive  and  distributive.  Its  methods  of  action  are 
through  library,  museum,  publications,  county  committees,  affiliated 
organizations  and  gratuitous  service  in  consultation  and  advice. 

II.    THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  1919 

Although  there  was  opportunity  for  comparatively  little  personal 
effort  with  the  Twenty-ninth  Legislature,  yet  the  response  made  by 
it  to  the  plea  for  greater  opportunity  to  save  the  historical  records 
of  Nevada  was  gratifying  to  those  who  have  for  many  years  sought 
to  accomplish  this  work  without,  proper  funds.  Nine  thousand  dollars 
was  appropriated  for  the  general  historical  work  and  live  thousand 
dollars  was  set  aside  for  gathering  the  war  history  of  Nevada,  while 
an  additional  sum  was  provided  for  printing  the  war  history.  To 
acquire  further  building  space  and  to  give  temporary  relief  in  housing, 
twenty-six  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
the  lot  and  the  frame  building  adjoining  the  Society's  property  to 
the  north. 

III.  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  1919-1920 
1.  Work  of  Publication:  In  January,  1919,  the  Sixth  Biennial 
Report  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  was  issued  from  the  State 
Printing  Office.  It  covered  the  main  features  of  the  work  of  1917-1918. 
Pressure  of  other  features  of  Society  work  and  particularly  the  labor 
connected  with  effecting  county  organization  for  war-history  collec- 
tion delayed  the  publication  of  the  biennial  volume  of  historical  papers 
until  late  in  the  fall  of  1920,  at  which  time  the  congestion  in  the 
State  Printing  Office  rendered  impossible  the  printing  of  this  volume 
in  the  usual  way.  It  was  therefore  handled  by  a  Reno  firm.  How- 
ever, the  binding,  illustrations  and  extra  expense  of  book  paper  would 
have  been  an  additional  charge  wherever  printed.  The  remaining 
cost  of  the  publication  is  offset  by  the  saving  of  the  salary  of  an  extra 
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worker  by  reason  of  the  Secretary's  personal  labor  in  field  work 
througl  10 nt  the. summer  of  1920.  The  new  volume  entitled  "Nevada 
Historical  Society  Papers,  Vol.  II,"  is  a  three-hundred  page  book, 
carrying  twenty-nine  illustrations.  Besides  the  usual  memorial  papers 
it  contains  the  George  E.  Beckham  Reminiscences,  poems  by  Sam  P. 
Davis  and  Edwin  Comerford,  and  an  article  by  F.  N.  Fletcher  on 
"The  Trappers  and  Explorers  of  the  Great  Basin/'  In  appearance 
the  book  conforms  in  size,  paper  and  type  to  the  best  standards  of 
today  and  it  is  .hoped  that  all  future  publications  of  this  Society 
may  be  issued  in  similar  form.  While  somewhat  more  expensive  than 
the  usual  state  document  volume,  the  more  readable  and  attractive 
style  makes  of  it  a  better  advertisement  for  the  State  as  well  as  a 
more  desirable  souvenir  for  pioneer  families. 

The  Society  has  published  for  its  county  committee  work  a  number 
of  pamphlets  and  card  and  leaflet  materials  which  will  be  mentioned 
in  another  connection. 

2.  Work  op  Arrangement:  To  make  the  collections  of  the  Society 
of  present  as  well  as  of  future  use  to  the  public  two  things  are 
necessary:  (1)  the  various  articles  must  be  placed  in  an  orderly  way 
upon  the  tables,  shelves  Or  walls  of  the  building;  (2)  a  complete 
catalog  record  must  be  made  so  that  any  particular  article  may  be 
readily  located.  In  a  crowded  temporary  building  such  as  ours  any 
attempt  at  classification  and  orderly  arrangement  means  the  constant 
shifting  of  materials  from  one  place  to  another.  This  makes  a  great 
drain  upon  the  time  of  the  workers,  and  often  for  lack  of  time  the 
exhibits  are  perforce  crowded  in  without  proper  sorting.  In  the 
matter  of  cataloging  the  major  part  of  the  books  have  been  catalogued 
according  to  the  Dewey  decimal  system,  but  the  pamphlets  and  broad- 
sides are  still  waiting  the  touch  of  the  expert  librarian.  The  Secretary 
spent  the  summer  of  191!)  in  making  an  inventory  of  the  collections 
in  order  that  an  assistant  might  later  be  able  to  make  the  card  accession 
list  which  will  identify  each  object  in  event  of  the  sudden  removal 
of  the  present  Secretary.  Miss  Browder  has  been  working  on  this 
list  for  the  past  eighteen  months  and  there  still  remains  much  work 
to  be  done  along  this  line  to  bring  the  record  up  to  date. 

3.  Permanent  Equipment:  Most  important  in  the  way  of  perma- 
nent improvements  was  the  purchase  of  the  additional  lot  and 
temporary  annex  cited  above  under  11.  Without  this  relief  in  hous- 
ing, the  Soeiety  would  have  been  compelled  to  close  its  doors  to  the 
public  and  to  have  used  its  narrow  aisle  room  for  storage  purposes. 
The  securing  of  additional  building  ground  at  a  moderate  price  has  been 
an  advantage  in  making  possible  the  consideration  of  definite  building 
plans. 

Until  the  biennium  just  closed  the  Secretary  has  made  shift  to  get 
along  with  practically  no  office  furniture.  With  the  rapid  expansion 
of  the  work  in  1920,' economy  of  time  demanded  that  some  expenditure 
should  be  made  for  office  conveniences  and  for  better  lighting  of  the 
building.  After  careful  consideration  this  was  done,  although  the 
sum  thus  expended  was  also  needed  for  lending,  cataloging,  etc. 

4.  Steps  Toward  a  New  V>\  tuhno:  There  has  been  organized  in  1920 
in  every  county  of  the  State  a  building  committee  of  prominent  and 
energetic  state  builders,  men  and  women,  who  have  promised  to 
interest  themselves  and  their  respective  communities  in  the  question 
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of  an  adequate  fireproof  building"  for  the  housing*  of  the  historical 
records  of  Nevada.  For  the  use  of  these  county  committees  a  fourteen- 
page  pamphlet  lias  been  issued  defining  the  characteristics  of  a  proper 
historical  archives  building-,  showing  the  inadequacy  of  the  present 
structure,  giving-  a  summary  of  the  steps  taken  toward  the  securing 
of  a  building,  and  stating'  briefly  the  types  of  material  which  belong' 
to  the  Nevada  Historical  Society.  As  this  pamphlet  has  already  been 
mailed  to  you  and  to  the  members  of  the  Leg-islature  it  is  unnecessary 
to  here  repeat  its  contents. 

5.  War  History  "Work:  By  Act  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Legislature 
the  Nevada  Historical  Society  was  directed  to  collect  and  compile  the 
war  history  of  Nevada  and  to  prepare  a  volume  setting  forth  these 
facts.  The  Society  was  to  become  the  custodian  of  all  records  and 
relics  belonging  to  the  State.  Very  soon  after  the  passage  of  this 
Act  the  Federal  Government  ordered  the  official  war  records  in  the 
various  States  and  counties  transferred  to  Washington.  There  they 
were  stored,  and  pending  their  final  arrangement,  were  closed  to 
all  use  by  the  various  Slates.  Without  these  records  no  roster  of 
soldiers  and  sailors  could  be  obtained  other  than  by  personal  canvass. 
The  plan  found  most  satisfactory  by  other  States  in  this  emergency 
was  adopted  by  Nevada,  that  of  county  war  history  committees  who 
would  assist  in  their  respective  localities  to  obtain  the  records  of  service 
men  and  women.  The  Secretary,  through  personal  visitation,  has 
organized  all  the  counties  of  the  State  in  this  way  and  has  carefully 
prepared  the  questionnaires  for  obtaining  the  data.  The  records  thus 
collected  are  filed  systematically  and  will  not  only  furnish  the  material 
for  the  printed  war  roster  but  will  also  comprise  a  permanent  war 
archives  for  the  State.  To  obtain  the  roster  and  other  necessary 
information  for  the  proposed  printed  history  is,  however,  a  work  of 
time.  No  State  has  thus  far  been  able  to  complete  its  task  no  matter 
how  early  it  was  begun  nor  to  how  simple  terms  it  may  have  reduced 
its  problem.  A  national  association  of  war-history  organizations  has 
been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  exchange  of  material  and  to  maintain 
in  Washington  a  part-time  research  worker  who  will  keep  the  war 
history  agency  in  each  State  informed  as  to  the  availability  of  the 
Washington  archives  and  who  will  oversee  the  copying  of  records  as 
soon  as  they  are  available'  in  Washington.  The  Nevada  Historical 
Society  used  of  its  $5,000  appropriation  the  sum  of  $3,455.13,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $1,544.87,  which  reverted  to  the  treasury  at  the  end  of 
the  biennium.  With  the  money  thus  far  expended  a  solid  foundation 
has  been  laid.  With  the  work  of  organization  well  accomplished  the 
Secretary  will  now  be  able  to  secure  much  volunteer  assistance  and 
cheap  clerical  help  for  the  more  mechanical  tasks,  thus  devoting  her 
own  time  to  the  editing  of  the  materials  and  preparation  for  print. 
Naturally  no  use  has  been  made  of  the  amount  appropriated  for  the 
printing  of  a  one-volume  war  history. 

6.  The  Work  of  General  Collection  :  The  Secretary  has  for 
many  years  hoped  that  the  time  might  come  when  a  thorough  personal 
canvass  of  the  State  and  Pacific  Coast  might  be  made  to  collect  data 
and  relics  in  an  exhaustive  way,  but  the  salary  of  a  competent  field 
officer,  added  to  the  enormous  cost  of  traveling,  makes  such  a  course 
impossible  for  the  present,  hence  an  appeal  has  been  made  to  the 
loyalty  and  patriotism  of  Nevadans  everywhere  throughout  the  State 
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to  lend  their  aid  to  this  endeavor  of  saving  the  material  for  the  writing 
of  Nevada  history.  For  the  purpose  of  organization,  the  county  has 
been  selected  as  the  unit,  In  each  county  a  group  of  responsible  and 
efficient  men  and  women  has  been  named  to  direct  the  work.  The 
willing  acceptance  of  these  committee  appointments  by  busy  men  and 
women  has  been  a  source  of  gratification  to  the  officers  of  the  Nevada 
Historical  Society  because  it  indicates  that  our  people  have  a  deep 
interest  in  this  work  and  they  realize  that  if  it  is  to  be  accomplished 
it  must  be  done  now.  Directions  for  the  work  of  these  committees 
have  been  issued  in  pamphlet  form,  and  record  cards,  report  blanks, 
etc.,  have  insured  systematic  and  united  effort  throughout  the  State.' 
In  some  counties  the  pioneer  collections  committee  has  also  under- 
taken the  task  of  enlisting  new  members  in  the  Society.  In  other 
counties  a  separate  membership  committee  has  seemed  desirable. 
Blanks  and  forms  for  this  kind  of  work  have  also  been  issued. 

During  the  biennium  the  increasing  interest  in  bur  institution  has 
brought  to  us  many  valuable  items  from  individual  volunteer  collectors. 
Mention  can  here  be  made  of  only  a  few  typical  contributions  by  way 
of  illustration. 

Territorial  Enterprise  Office  Paper*:  Through  the  kindness  of  Air. 
P.  A.  Blake  and  son.  when  tin1  office  of  the  Territorial  Enterprise  was 
dismantled,  the  Society  received  bound  vol  nines  of  the  Enterprise^  for 
187G,  1877,  1878.  1.880,  1804,  1895,  and  1-896.  It  also  received  partial 
files  for  eight  other  years  and  partial  tiles  of  the  Footiight  for  the 
years  1875--]  887,  with  the  exception  of  1885.  In  this  collection  was 
also  a  combination  subscription  and  scrap-book  of  the  Enterprise, 
a  petition  circulated  during  the  Spanish-American  War  for  subscrip- 
tion to  a  fund  with  which  to  buy  sabre  and  belt  to  be  presented  to 
the  lieutenants  of  the  First  Nevada  Cavalry,  the  Reno  Arcade  Hotel 
register  for  1883,  and  many  other  valuable  items. 

Tlic  Golden  Souvenirs  of  T&twpah.:  From  Mrs.  M.  h.  Golden  came 
a  collection  of  Tonopah  pictures  and  other  souvenirs  of  the  early  days 
of  the  cam]). 

Senator  Nixon  Mementos :  On  the  Occasion  of  President  Wilson's 
visit  to  Reno,  Airs.  Kate  1.  Nixon  presented  the  Society  with  Senator 
Nixon's  favorite  chair,  to  he  used  by  the  President,  and  then  to  be 
preserved  in  the  Society  museum.  A  few  days  later  Mrs.  Nixon  made 
a  further  gift  in  the  badge  worn  by  Senator  Nixon  at  the  National 
Republican  Convention  in  Chicago,  1908.  With  it  came  the  photo- 
praph  of  President  Taft  autographed  by  himself  and  presented  to 
Mrs.  Nixon,  "the  widow  of  my  warm  friend.  Senator  Nixon,  with  deep- 
est sympathy  in  her  great  sorrow.  This  photograph  had  been  prepared 
for  Senator  Nixon  before  his  death.  1  venture  to  send  it  now  to  her 
whose  irretrievable  loss  we  know  and  feel." 

The  Tumulty  Hat;  On  the  same  occasion  of  President  Wilson's  visit 
a  hat  was  loft  behind  in  Reno  that  promises  to  became  historic,  for 
Mr.  Tumulty  that  evening  in  the  fall  very  unwillingy  left  in  Reno 
his  straw  hat  which  had  made  the  long  lour  with  the  President. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Charles  Pull  the  hat  is  now  in  the  Society 
Museum, 

King  Albert  Souvenirs:  Another  memorable  event  in  Nevada  history 
of  1920  was  the  trip  of  King  Albert  through  the  State.    During  the 
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brief  stop  of  his  train  in  Reno  Mayor  Stewart  obtained  for  the  Society 
the  King's  autograph  and  this,  together  with  the  pencil  used  on  that 
occasion,  have  been  framed  with  the  royal  photograph.  Later  Mr. 
H.  11.  Webb,  of  Santa  Barbara,  added  to  this  collection  the  original 
copy  of  the  King's  speech  in  San  Francisco,  and  the  Belgi.au  Mag 
taken  from  the  car  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  Belgian  party 
in  Santa  Barbara. 

White  House  Wool;  Also  reminiscent  of  the  participation  of  Nevada 
in  national  affairs  is  the  case  containing  the  White  House  Wool,  which 
was  auctioned  in  Reno,  June  8.  1918,  by  Governor  Boyle  for  the  benefit 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  fund.  It  was  bid  in  for  The  Union  Yvooi 
Company  at  $2,000  by  II.  G.  Humphrey.  •  The  total  receipts  from 
the  auction  were  $4,025.10.  Accompanying  the  wool,  when  presented 
to  the  Society,  was  a  card  of  thanks  signed  by  President  and  Mrs. 
Wilson,  and  also  a  'vote  of  thanks  from  the  Vice-President  of  the 
American  Red  -Cross. 

The  Lusiianm  Trunk:  Recalling  again  the  recent  war  is  the  small 
foreign  trunk  bearing  the  Liisitania  placard.  This  trunk  came  to 
America  on  the  last  westward  trip  of  that  historic  ship  and  was 
recently  presented  to  the  Society  by  E.  D.  Frazzini  of  Fallon. 

Milting  Camp  Souvenirs :  From  Mr.  Crescenzo  of  Austin  came  a 
set  of  gambling  pictures  which  hung  for  many  years  in  the  Magnolia 
saloon.  From  Austin  came  also  lire  hats  of  the  old  lire  brigade,  the 
gift  of  W.  W.  Ellis.  A  coffee-pot  from  the  Stokes  Castle  is  to  be 
followed  after  a  time  by  more  substantial  mementos  of  that  picturesque 
bit  of  architecture,  now  the  property  of  J.  F.  Byer.  Equally  interest- 
ing in  its  mute  story  of  the  bonanza  days  of  Austin  is  the  silver  bar 
made  from  ore  of  the  Manhattan  mine  and  given  to  Robert  Bold  as 
a  birthday  token  on  November  If,  1875.  by  whom  it  was  presented 
to  the  Society  in  the  summer  of  1920. 

Indian  Relics:  Not  a  few  souvenirs  of  Indian  life  have  been  added 
to  the  collection.  Of  these  one  of  the  most  interesting  is  a  piece  of 
Indian  pottery  which  was  in  use  by  the  Indians  when  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Williams  came  to  Hot  Creek  Ranch  in  1870,  and  was  recently  placed 
by  her  in  the  State  Museum. 

Chinese  JosTi-haiise.Beminclers:  A  nucleus  of  Nevada  Josh-house 
relics  is  found  in  a  handsome  Josh  picture  painted  on  glass  which 
Mas  presented  to  the  Society  last  summer  by  Mrs.  Laura  Adamson  of 
Winnemucca.  It  was  used  in  the  early  days  in  American  Canyon. 
About  the  same  time  a  wrought  brass  incense  burner  came  to  the 
collection  from  Chinatown  in  Eureka. 

Elko  Count)/  Collection :  The  large  Elko  exhibit  in  the  museum  is 
being  constantly  increased  by  gifts,  both  from  the  Mayer-Bangs  family 
and  from  other  old  timers.  The  latest  contribution  is  a  shawl  from 
Mrs.  Haws  of  Tusearora.  It  is  of  cashmere,  came  originally  from 
near  Paris,  and  was  brought  to  New  Orleans  in  1838  and  then.ee  to 
Nevada.    It  is  elaborately  beaded  and  embroidered. 

Nevada  Ppeiry:  This  institution  has  made  during  the  past  year 

special  effort  to  collect  Nevada  poetry  for  preservation  in  the 
archives.  The  immediate  incentive  for  the  work  was  the  request  which 
came  from  the  Federated  Clubs  through  its  Literature  Chairman,  Mrs. 
Geo,  West,  for  material  for  a  symposium  of  Nevada  poetry.  Some 
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eighty-five  individual  compositions  have  been  received,  besides  three 
volumes  of  poems. 

Hank  Monk  Schottische:  Linked  by  several  songs  to  Nevada  poetry 
is  the  subject  of  Nevada  music.  One  of  the  most  highly  treasured 
pieces  of  music  is  the  Hank  Monk  Schottische,  composed  in  the  early 
days  by  J.  P.  Meder,  and  carrying  on  its  front  page  the  picture  of 
Hank  and  the  stage  coach.  In  some  way  this  item  came  into  the 
possession  of  Miss -Grace  Lamb,  who  never  fails  to  pass  her  treasures 
on  to  the  Historical  Museum. 

War-History  Souvenirs:  Mention  has  hitherto  been  made  of  the  war- 
history  records.  The  beginning  of  a  war  museum  has  been  made 
through  the  donation  by  soldier  boys  of  pictures,  pins,  foreign  money 
and  other  mementos  of  the  great  struggle.  These  things  are  sources 
of  history  quite  as  truly  as  the  printed  page,  and  should  be  preserved 
side  by  side  as  part  of  the  same  collection. 

A  California  Collector's  Estimate  of  the  Nevada  Museum:  It  were 
desirable,  did  space  permit,  to  speak  of  many  other  items  as  well  as 
to  call  attention  to  the  many  things  which  are  still  needed  to  visibly 
illustrate  the  happenings  of  the  early  days.  Of  the  great  bulk  of 
work  already  done  the  following  words  of  a  California  collector 
written  to  the  Secretary  a  few  days  since  may  best  express  how  it 
seems  to  an  outsider:  "Last  July,  while  in  Reno,  I  had  a  very 
pleasant  visit  one  forenoon  to  the  Historical  Museum,  and  as  I  look- 
back and  think  of  the  collection  you  have  assembled  and  what  it 
represents,  the  more  amazed  I  am,  and  to  think  what  it  all  means.'7 

So  also  Nevada,  people  must  come  and  see  for  themselves  to  appreciate 
what  it  all  means. 

IV.  FISCAL  REPORT  FOR  1919-1920  AKD  RECOMMENDATIONS  AS 
REPORTED  TO  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE 
EIENNIUM. 

A.   Fiscal  Report,  1919-1920 
As  you  are  aware,  certified  expenditures  for  the  Society  for  State 
appropriations  thereto  have  been  signed  by  yourselves  and  audited  by 
the  Board  of  Examiners,  all  claims  having  been  paid  by  the  State 
Treasurer  in  the  same  manner  as  with  other  State  departments. 

Current  Expense  Account 

Appropriation   .   $9,000.00 

Disburse  men  fx 

Express,  freight  and  transfer   $47.04 

Postage   .............  .11   111.14 

Light,  water,  motor   024.70 

Fuel  -  i.   073.50 

Telephone  and  toh  -rams    75.30 

Printing  ami  binding  2,703.53 

Library  and  museum   877.37 

Supplies   -  „   401.00 

Equipment   44S.00 

Building  and  grounds   233.09 

Traveling  . — . —   535.54 

Salaries  and  lafoor  2,550.70 

Balance.  -  -   11.50 

 —  $9,000.00 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


13 


Purchase  of  Lot  and  Building 


Appropriation   

Purchase  of  lot  and  building 


$2,(500.00 
2,G<  >0.(  >0 


War  History  Account 


Appropriation 


,$5,000.00 


Disl)  urse  men  t  s 


Express,  freight  and  transfer   „   $13.02 

Postage   :   220.49 

Telegrams    .2,42 

Printing    *&25.25 

Books   25.50 

Supplies   GO 

Equipment    328.08 

Membership  in  National   200.00 

Traveling   „   817.07 

Salaries  and  labor  .1,221.50 

Balance   1,544.87 


.$5,000.00 


Recommendations  to  the  Executive  Council 


1.  Continuation  of  the  County  Committee  System  of  Work: 
Because  it  seems  to  be  the  only  practical  way  for  the  present  of 
collecting  the  historical  records  and  because  it  has  enlisted  the  interest 
of  many  people  throughout  the  State. 

2.  Continuation  of  War-History  Work  With  a  View  to  Publica- 
tion': The  purely  military  part  of  Nevada  war  history  will  occupy 
the  one  volume  for  which  the  Legislature  of  1919  made  appropriation. 
The  great  host  of  semi-military  and  civic  activities  which  contributed  in 
this  State  to  the  winning  of  the  war  should  be  chronicled  also,  and  to 
this  more  difficult  because  more  elusive  task  the  Nevada  Historical 
Society  proposes  to  devote  its  efforts  until  all  shall  have  received  due 
recognition. 

For  the  prosecution  of  this  war-history  work  during  the  new  biennium 
the  Secretary  asks  for  $5,400,  of  which  $1,544.87  would  be  a  reappro- 
priation  from  the  previous  years.  It  is  clear  that  provisions  should 
be  made  for  a  two-volume  instead  of  a  one-volume  history.  Eastern 
organizations  have  estimated  that  five  thousand  roster  items,  allowing 
four  small  type  lines  to  a  name,  is  all  that  can  be  published  in  one 
volume.  This  would  leave  no  space  in  a  one-volume  work  for  the  semi- 
military  and  civic  activities. 

3.  Legislation  for  the  Use  of  County  Funds:  In  connection  with 
the  subject  of  war  history  the  Secretary  beps  leave  to  recommend  that 
legislation  be  enacted  this  year  permitting  the  county  commissioners 
to  set  aside  money  for  the  work  of  county  war-history  committees. 
The  chief  items  of  expense  are  clerical  help  and  postage.  Housing 
and  filing  devices  can  usually  be  provided  by  the  county  free  of  charge. 

4.  The  Fulton  Manuscripts  :  Air.  K.  L.  Fulton,  during  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  wrote  an  interesting  article  on  the  construction  of  the 
Overland  Railroad.  Since  he  was  personally  associated  with  the 
originators  of  the  project  as  well  as  with  the  engineers  and  others 
connected  with  the  actual  construction,  Ids  manuscript  is  replete  with 
personal  reminiscences  and  anecdotes  which  make  it  invaluable  as 
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a  contribution  to  Nevada  and  western  history.  Tt  was  Mr.  Fulton's 
desire,  as  expressed  to  the  Secretary,  to  have  this  article  published 
by  the  Nevada  Historical  Society,  of  which  he  was  the  first  president 
and  a  life  member.  Agreement  had  been  made  to  ask  the  Thirtieth 
Nevada  Legislature  for  permission  to  publish  the  work  as  an  "Extra," 
and  to  allow  Mr.  Fulton  to  buy  a  certain  number  of  reprints  after 
the  Society  quota  was  complete.  To  carry  into  effect  this  request 
the  Secretary  recommends  that  a  request  be  made  of  the  1921  Legisla- 
t  ture  for  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  the  printing  of  this  or  other 
manuscript  material  left  by  Mr.  Fulton. 

5.  Street  Work  on  University  Avenue:  During  the  year  1920 
the  Reno  City  Council  included  Center  Street,  now  known  as  Univer- 
sity Avenue,  in  its  street-paving  plan.  The  assessment  for  the  State 
property  used  by  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  amounted  to  $452.  As 
you  are  aware,  the  Attorney- General  advised  the  Secretary  that  this 
sum  might  not  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  made  to  the  Society 
for  its  maintenance  and  support,  as,  by  so  doing,  the  moneys  would 
be  diverted  from  the  application  intended  by  the  Legislature.  He- 
advised  that  the  sum  be  requested  of  the  Thirtieth  Legislature  by 
means  of  a  relief  bill.  This  matter  Was  discussed  and  duly  acted  upon 
by  the  Council  and  it  is  herewith  submitted  again  in  this  summary  of 
r  e  c  oimmeiidat  ions. 

6.  Waterproof  Basement  With  Temporary  Iron  Roof:  Two  years 
ago  it  was  our  hope  and  expectation  that  private  contributions  of 
considerable  size  would  soon  be  made  for  the  erection  of  the  first 
unit  of  a  permanent  achives  building.  But  the  times,  as  you  well 
know,  have  not  been  propitious  for  private  benefactions.  In  view 
of  the  great  need  today  for  economical  handling  of  the  State's  moneys, 
it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  ask  for  even  one  complete  unit  of  a  new 
building.  However,  the  need  for  more  and  safer  housing  room  is  so 
urgent,  that  it  would  seem  imperative  to  ask  for  the  construction  of 
a  waterproof  basement  50x60,  to  be  constructed  on  the  lot  to  the  north 
of  the  temporary  building.  This  basement,  if  properly  constructed, 
would  serve  permanently  as  a  repository  for  public  documents  or 
newspapers  files  and  should  be  so  built  as  to  furnish  the  foundation 
for  the  first  unit  of  the  permanent  structure.  The  State  Architect 
has  submitted  the  figure  of  $10,000  as  the  amount  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  this  basement  with  a  temporary  iron  roof. 

7.  The  Stewart  Indian  Collection:  There  is  in  Las  Vegas  a 
valuable  collection  of  Nevada  Indian  baskets  and  bead-work.  Mrs. 
Helen  J.  Stewart  has,  with  infinite  pains  and  rare  intelligence,  made 
this  collection  during  a  period  covering  nearly  a  lifetime.  For  every 
basket  there  is  a  story  of  its  maker  and  its  significanee.  Airs.  Stewart 
cannot  afford  to  give  this  collection  outright  to  the  State,  yet  she 
desires  that  it  shall  remain  within  the  State  and  will  doubtless  part 
with  it  for  a  smaller  sum  than  would  be  asked  from  an  outsider. 
The  Secretary  recommends  that  the  Legislature  be  asked  to  consider 
whether  it  is  possible  for  the  State  to  offer  $5,000  for  this  collection. 

8.  Miscellaneous  Needs :  In  seeking  to  atone  for  a  dearth  of 
historical  effort  in  the  earlier  years  of  Nevada's  growth*  the  Nevada 
Historical  Society  is  confronted  with  so 'many  problems  and  so  many 
phases  of  real  need  that  any  attempt  to  enumerate  in  detail  the  kinds 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


15 


of  work  it  is  prosecuting  or  the  things  which  will  aid  it  to  more 
quickly  accomplish  its  purpose  would  make  too  long-  a  story  for  this 
report.  Further  progress  on  a  school  history  of  Nevada,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  crying  needs  of  the  State;  a  survey  of  state,  county 
and  town  archives  for  the  compilation  of  a  guide  to  be  used  by  business 
men  and  state  officials,  as  well  as  by  historical  writers;  an  archiving 
law  to'  bring  as  many  of  these  local  materials  as  possible  together 
under  one  roof;  larger  personal  contact  with  our  few  remaining 
pioneers  in  an  effort  to  preserve  their  reminiscences ;  these  and  many 
other  things  are  conditioned  upon  the  amount  of  financial  support 
which  the  State  feels  able  to  afford  and  upon  the  cooperative  effort  of 
our  state  officers  as  well  as  that  of  the  masses  of  our  citizens.  In 
the  hope  that  our  joint  recommendation  may  bring  to  our  aid  all 
that  the  State  can  rightfully  afford,  I  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  following  budget: 


ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES  FOE  i921-1922 


Current 

War 

Total  increase  over  last 

expense 

History 

Total 

biennium  because  of— 

Express,  freight,  and  transfer 

$200.00 

$100.00 

$300. 00 

County  committee  work 

500.00 

800.00 

County  committee  work 

Light,  water,  motor  .   

400.00 

400.00 

Raise  in  rates 

  950.00 

950.00 

Raise  in  ratt-s,  extra  room 

Telephone  and  telegrams  

  100.00 

50.00 

150.00 

County  commit  lee  work 

Printing  and  binding   

  2,500.00 

500.00 

3,000.00 

Hope  to  use  most  of  this  for 

much  needed  binding 

Library  and  museum  ..  . 

•  900.00 

100.00 

1,000.00 

400.00 

50.00 

4.50.00 

Equipment     . 

500.00 

1,600.00 

2,100.00 

War-history  work  and  natu- 

ral expansion 

Building  and  grounds  

250.00 

250.00 

Membership  in  National  

200.00 

200.00 

500.00 

1,800.00 

Salaries  and  labor   

4,600.00 

1,800.00 

6.400.00 

More  clerical  help 

*$r>,  400.00 

SIT, 800. 00 

Desirable  for 

Miscellaneous 

Purposes 

Street  work  _ 

$452.00 

10,000.00 

Printing  Fulton  Paper 

  1,000.00 

Printing  War  History 

  10.000.00 

Stewart  Indian  collection 

 5,000.00 

Total      t$26.452.00 

*Of  this  amount  S1.544.S7  reverted  at  close  of  this  biennium. 
tOf  this  amount  §2,500  reverted  from  printing  of  War  History  this  biennium. 

The  above  report  was  approved  by  the  Council  at  its  annual  meeting. 


V.    PvECAPITULATION  OF  THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  Secretary  has  sought  in  this  brief  report  to  state  concisely  the 
objects  of  the  Society,  to  indicate  the  progress  made  during  the 
biennium  just  closed,  to  call  attention  to  both  the  hopeful  and  the  dis- 
couraging phases  of  our  work,  and  to  frankly  state  the  pressing  needs 
of  the  organization  in  order  to  make  desirable  progress  during  the 
next  two  years.  Only  those  who  know  the  details  of  the  labor  of  this 
or  similar  organizations  and  the  scope  of  the  plans  it  has  in  mind 
•■an  realize  how  stupendous  is  the  task  which  it  seeks  to  accomplish 
and  how  earnest  is  the  desire  of  its  officers  that  it  be  enabled  to  press 
without  delay  toward  tie4  accomplishment  of  its  purpose  for  which 
there  is  but  one  time  possible — the  present  NOW. 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WIER, 

Secretary. 


16 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


IN  MEMORIAM 


MEMBERS  DECEASED 


Rannerman,  Thomas  R. 

Holcomb,  Grove  Robert 

Bender,  C.  T. 

Holmes,  A.  W. 

Bragg,  Allen  Charles 

Hunter,  Mrs.  B.  E. 

Brookins,  C.  J. 

Hunter,  J.  R. 

Burke,  William 

Kelley,  Edward  Davison 

Champagne,  Henry 

Leavitt,  Dr.  G.  I. 

Clapp,  Hannah  Keziah 

Lee,  F.  M. 

Clemens,  Samuel  L. 

Lewis,  Mrs.  Leoline  M. 

Cobb,  William  Allen 

Long,  Walter  S. 

Comins,  II .  A. 

Miller,  J.  A. 

Conboie,  Joseph  Anthony 

Mitchell,  Henry  K. 

Creswell,  H.  T. 

Newlands,  Francis  G. 

Davis,  Sam  P. 

Nixon,  George  S. 

Doten,  Mary  S. 

Noteware,  Chauncey  M. 

Elliott,  Clarence  H. 

Ring,  Orvis 

Faber,  Edwin  F. 

Richards,  James  W. 

Fisher,  Allen 

Riepe,  Richard  A. 

Freeman,  John  Watts 

Sadler,  Reinhold 

Fulton,  R.  L. 

Shirley,  Robert 

Fuss,  H.  W. 

Stubbs,  Joseph  Edward 

Gallagher,  William  Crane 

Summer-field,  A. 

Greene,  Charles 

Van  Deventer,  Eugene  W. 

Griffin,  W.  E. 

Wedckincl,  Mrs.  Helena 

Guthrie,  J.  W. 

Wier,  Adolphn.s  William 

Karris,  Hirsch 

Young,  John  G. 

Haydon,  Thomas  Edward 

REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


17 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

HONORARY  MEMBER 

Clarence  Hungerford  Mackay 


LIFE  MEMBERS 

B rougher,  Wilson   :  Carson  City 

Dunham,  Allen  Murray   California 

*Gris\vold,  Eugene   Berkeley 

Oddie,  Ta'sker  L  Reno 

Talbot  Geo.  F  :  ~  -----  Elko 

ANNUAL  MEMBERS 

Acree,  Bert  ,  Austin 

Adams,  Eomanzo   .  Honolulu 

Addenbrooke,  B.  R  Reno 

Aldrich,  Mrs.  Emma  Grace  _  Reno 

Ambrose,  Chas.  A  Carson  Ciry 

Anderson,  Henry   ;  Reno 

Anderson-,  L.  N  Gardnerville 

Anker,  Peter  Lovelock 

Anker,  Mrs.  Peter  Lovelock 

Arontz,  Samuel  S  -  Simpson 

Armstrong.  R.  T  Goldfield 

AveriH,  Judge  Mark  R  Tonopah 

Ay  res,  W.  H  -  Wiunemueea 

Badt,  Mel  S.  ....  Wells 

Baker,  B.  P  .....  ..  :  ...  Mina 

Baker,  F.  L.  Mina 

Ballard,  G.  A.  :  Virginia 

Balzai\  F.  B  '.  Hawthorne 

Bangs,  Fannie  Mayer  Elko 

Battles,  Reuben   Winnomucca 

Beameu,  R.  W  „  m  Yerington 

Beeiner,  E.  BL  '.  Reno 

Bennett,  Col.  James  S  '.„„.  .....Ely 

Billinghurst,  gupt.  B.  D  :  :  .......:.....Rono 

Biliinghurst,  Mrs.  B.  D  :  ...Reno 

Bingham,  C.  E.  ......  ,  Fallon 

Bin-ham,  Mrs.  Lorraine  H  '  Fallon 

Bi:u  k,  w.  C  Fallon 

Blake,  J.  B.   ,  .„.,,.„..„...  ...  Eureka 

Berlin,  Henry   ,  Hawthorne 

Rottnfflelll.  \Ym.  S  ;  Wiunemucca 

B'»nnin>ld.  S.  J.  Wiunemucca 

Booher,  W.  W  ..Elko 

B<*»th,  W.  W  '.  Tonopah 

B'>m.  \jrs  ju  a.  ....Winnemucca 

Bov]o\  Mrs.  Emmei  D  Carson  City 

Bracken,  Mrs.  W,  R."  .'.  ...Las  Vegas 

Bradley.  Miss  Annie   ,  Tonopah 

*Died  1921 


18 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Brady.  Mrs.  Geo.  W  Winnemucca 

Brandon.  T.  A  Wffli>eiiiwc;i 

Breeze,  Mrs.  C.  D  tas  Vegas 

Broekliss,  Mrs.  J.  J  .  ,  Gardner vi lie 

Browder,  Miss  Mary  P  Rem. 

Brown,  F.  E  Pioehe 

Brown,  Mrs.  F.  T  Minden 

Brown,  Judge  Geo.  S  Reno 

Brown,  Hugh  II  Tonopah 

Brown,  Mrs.  Hugh  II  Tonopah 

Buck,  J.  HoliUan   Mina 

Bugbee,  Frank  E  Yerington 

Buol.  Peter  Las  Vegas 

Bush,  Duane  Whmeimieea 

Byer,  J.  F  Austin 

Byer,  Mrs.  J.  F  ■.  Austin 

Campbell,  C.  G  Cnliente 

Campbell.  Dr.  J.  D  Pioehe 

Caiman,  James  Clyde  Goklfield 

Capell,  Mrs.  Mary  Alice   Salt  Bake  City 

Cardinal,  Mrs.  J.  A  Minden 

Castle,  Judge  H.  W  ;  :  Elko 

Cazier,  John  H.  ..,  .Wells 

Chafey,  Mrs.  Nellie  M  ,  Mina 

Chapin,  N.  IJ    I   ...Ely 

Chartz,  A.  J.  Carson  City 

Cheney,  Judge  A.  E  Reno 

Christian.  J.  W  *  1  Pioehe 

Chureh,  Dpi  Claude  II  Tonopah 

Church,  Dr.  J.  E  ,  Reno 

Clark,  L.  N  1  .Virginia  City 

Clark,  Theodore  W  Reno 

Clark,  Willis  G  Virginia  City 

Cohn,  A  Carson  City 

Coleord.  II.  K  Carson  City 

Cooke,  Mrs.  Jolm  R.  Pioehe 

Corbet  I.  Miss  Leora   Virginia  City 

Corkhill,  C.  C  :  :  Las  Vegas 

Coryell,  II.  H.  :j  Wells 

Cowles,  R.  H.   .  ..  .Reno 

Cox,  F.  S  Yerington 

Creel,  Lorenzo  D  Reno 

Crehore,  Capt.  L.  W  ^  .  Fallon 

Crisler,  Miss  Clara  .:  Carson  City 

Crowley.  Rev.  D.  O  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Culverwell.  Cltas  :  .  Pioehe 

Curieux.  Mrs.  Jennie   Tonopah 

Cutts,  Chas.  F.    Reno 

Daniels.  Lowell   Tonopah 

Dangberg.  Miss  Grace  Minden 

Daoust,  Miss  Freda  Lovelock 

Davey.  J.  W  _  Winnemucea 

Davis,  Capt.  Herman  •.  Reno 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


19 


Dititbii,  J.  Less  Calierite 

]).»;!nc.  Kristino  J  Gardnervillc 

Doekweiler,  J.  H  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Ilodd.  John  J  Lovelock 

Rolf.  Thomas    ,  Fallon 

Iioteii, -S.  B:   ■■  Reno 

Ducey,  Br.  J.  V  L.GoklflQW 

Dukes,  Mrs.  Queen  Wilson  Yerington 

Dunn,  Frank  T  -  Tonopah 

Dyer.  Mrs.  Ed  .  Winnemucca 

Faston,  Win  •.  Austin 

Fby,  Mrs.  J.  R  Elko 

Eddy.  Leo  F  Las  Yeiias 

Ellis,  P.  U.  ,  Carson  City 

Ellis.  W.  W.  ...  .  ■.    ......Austin 

Ernest,  H.  Goldfield 

Ernst.  Mrs.  \V.  C  Caliente 

Fall,  Mrs.  Fred  „  *,  Mina 

Feomstor,  >S.  C  Reno 

Finch,  J.  D.  Reno 

Fisler.  P.  C.  :  >.  '  Tonopah 

Fitzgerald.  Mrs.  Walter  L  ;  Goldtield 

Fletcher.  F.  N.  Carson  City 

Fowler.  Miss  Hazel  Reno 

Fox,  Mrs.  Frank  Gold  Hill 

Frank.  Mrs.  Geo.  W  Pioehe 

Frazzini.  E.  D  Fallon 

Freudenthal.  Herman  E  Pioehe 

Friedlioff,  Mrs.  Frances  ...Yerington 

Fulton.  John  A  Grass  Valley.  Cal. 

Fulton.  John  M  .'.  Reno 

Fulton.  John  Martin.  Jr  i  Reno 

Fuss,  Miss  Grace   Lovelock 

Gallagher,  John  II  Ely 

Garside.  Frank  Tonopah 

Colder,  Mrs.  J.  E  Yerincrton 

Oifford.  II.  P  Carson  City 

( J  lass,  L.  E  '.  Tonopah 

Goodin.  Mrs.  W.  II  Lovelock 

Gosse,  Capt.  Harry   Reno 

Graham.  W.  8  ;  ,  Ely 

Griffith.  E.  W  r  Las  Vesas 

Griswold.  Mrs.  C.  W  :  Elko 

Griswold,  Morley  Elko 

Guthrie,  Chas.  W  Winnemucca 

Haitiht.  A.  L  .„  Fallon 

Halo.  Harold  Elko 

Haley,  J.  E  Ely 

Hancock,  W.  C  Rattle  Mountain 

Hardin-  Miss  Zua  J.*  Washington.  D.  C. 

Hardy.  Mrs.  Roy  .'  ...Gold  Hill 

Harmon,  II.  A  Las  Vfefefp 

Harrington,  W.  P  Carson  City 

Harris,  Lee   :  Eureka 


20  REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Harris,  W.  J.  „  _  „  .N.Rono 

Hawkins,  D.  R  ,  Genoa 

Hawkins,  L.  O  "  _  WinnemiK-<-a 

Henderson,  A.  S  Las  Vegas 

Henderson.  Mrs.  John   Elko 

Hershiser,  Dr.  A.  E  Reno 

Hesson,  A.  W  Elko 

Howard,  Harlan  L  Reno 

Hiniuan.  A.  A  =.  _  Las  Vegas 

Houlahan,  J.  A  Goldfield 

Houlaban.  John  H  Goldfield 

Howe,  Miss  Lotta  Sybil   Half  Moon  Ray.  Cal. 

Hnfl'aker,  Mrs.  Anthony  Carson  CUy 

Hunting.  Bishop.  G.  C  Reno 

Hunting,  Supt.  V\'.  J  _  ;  Carson  City 

Hurst,  Glenn  D  Reno 

Hussman.  Geo.  G  -  Minden 

Hymer.  Mrs.  Beulah  II  .'.  Reno 

I m  Oborstag,  Miss  S  Caliente 

Jahn,  Mrs.  A  Lovelock 

Jepsen.  H.  C  :  Minden 

Johnson,  Adam   Eureka 

Johnson.  Karl  D  Battle  Mountain 

Judson,  Gilbert  R.  S  Yerington 

Jurgenson,  John  A  Lovelock 

Kane,  Jos.  W  Carson  City 

Keddie.  W.  A.  Fallon 

Keith.  Chas.  II  .'  ...Lovelock 

Kenney,  J.  J  A  Virginia  City 

Kent,  C.  E  :  Stillwater 

Kent,  Ira  II  '.  Fallon 

Kent,  Ira  L  Fallon 

Kent,  J.  F  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Kilborn,  Geo.  D  Reno 

King.  M.  J  Yerington 

Knemeyer,  Miss  Bertha  C  Elko 

Lamb.  Miss  Grace  M  Sharp 

Lamon,  O.  M.     „  .......Elko 

Lankan,  Judge  F.  P  Virginia  City 

Laveaga,  J.  B  Fallon 

Layman.  J.  D  Reno 

LeaviU,  Dr.  G.  E  Yerington 

Lee.  M.  I  Pioche 

Lemaire,  Louis  A  Battle  Mountain 

Leonard,  James  A  Virginia  CUv 

Leonard.  Mrs.  James  A  Virginia  City 

Lewers,  Robert  Reno 

Licking.  Mrs.  William  .  Battle  Mountain 

Likes,  G.  W.  s  _i.  Fallon 

Lillis,  Judge  H.  M  -  *  Las  Vegas 

Livingston,  A  Winnemuora 

Lookhart,  James  M  Ely 

Luce.  Ben  D  Tonopnh 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  21 

Macallan,  A.  G  Battle  Mountain 

M<  Bride,  B.  G  ....  -..  Elko 

McCain,  Lelia   ....  „.........._...^  ...  ......  ...Elko 

MK'ain,  Marion  r  ...Elko 

M.-Carthy.  A.  J  ■  Hawthorne 

MtBmtfa$i  J-  A  _  T  .Yerington 

McCarthy,  Dr.  J.  L  _  ....  Goldtield 

McDonald.  Mrs.  Etta  Cumins   Ely 

McGill,  W.  X  u<   -  -  -  „  *.'  Ely 

McGill,  Mrs.  W.  X.  Ely 

McGinn,  Miss  M  _  Goldtield 

M<-<;<)\van.  Mrs.  John   Yerington 

Mclnnis,  Win.  Henry   >  Reno 

Mcintosh,  C.  H..  Reno 

McKenzie.  Miss  M  Virginia  City 

McLeod.  Chas  :  Yerington 

McNaniara.  Joe  _'  ..Elko 

Mcquillan.  Mrs.  J.  J  t  Tonopah 

Mack,  Miss  Margaret   :  Reno 

Ma«  k.  Mrs.  Maurice   Gardnerville 

Mackey,  W.  Y  ;   Carson  City 

Maestretti,  A.  J  Austin 

Marsh,  II.  G  _  Minden 

Martin,  Annie  II  Carson  City 

Martin.  Mrs.  Roy  Las  Vegas 

Maute.  Andrew  Carson  City 

Maxwell.  Win  Carson  City 

Mayer.  W.  R  Elko 

Miles.  Mrs.  J.  F.  ...  ."...Ely 

Millar.  Mrs.  Rita  D  Hawthorne 

Miller.  J.  A.   "  Mhulen 

Montrose,  Geo.  A  Gardnerville 

Moore.  Boyd  _  J  Reno 

Morton,  D.  E  Carson  City 

Mullie,  Miss  Lavina  Vustin 

Murphy,  Ed  '.  Elko 

Murrish.  Mrs.  II.  J.  Lovelock 

Vtw.el.  R  ..Lovelock 

Ncvin,  Mrs.  M.  ...  Virginia  City 

Nichols,  Mrs.  Annie  B.  \  Fallon 

Xotvross.  Mrs.  Frank  IT.  Reno 

Gats.  John  .,  :  Fallon 

"MhVM.  F.  D.  •  I  I  Ely 

<»'NVU.  Mrs.  R.  C  ;  Wells 

°rr.  H.  R.  :  LPioche 

«>rr.  Judge  Win.  E  Las  Vegas 

l'ark.  Dr.  W.  S  .. ...  Las  Vegas 

trick.  E.  T  Carson  City 

lV:,,NMk.  Mrs.  Adliuc  Brandon   Reno 

I'^kham.  Ch»o.  E  ......  ..Reno 

iVnrosc.  M.  R  .  Yerington 

iWaxxo,  Mrs.  Bessie  Wahuska 

iVrazz.,.  J.  p  Wahuska 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Phillips.  VV.  S  _  GoldhVld 

Ficrson,  C.  G  ,  Reno 

Pittmau.  Villi   Ely 

Plummer,  Mrs.  Edna  Covert   Eureka 

Phunmer.  T.  F  .  Eureka 

Pohl.  Robert  .....Austin 

Poulin,  Tiffany  Winnemueca 

Pratt,  Walter  E  -  Reno 

Price.  Robert  M  _  ...„   ..Reno 

Proctor,  A.  J  I  ......  _  Ely 

Proctor,  Mrs.  A.  J  Ely 

Quinlan.  J.  J  Virginia  City 

Reid,  Dr.  II.  E  :  ...Reno 

Reid,  John  T  ...  -....Lovelock 

Ricketts,  V.  L  Goldfield 

Roberson.  II.  C  Goldfield 

Roberts,  Mrs.  P.  B  .'  Winneuiueoa 

Robins,  C.  E  Winneimieca 

Roeder,  J.  F  Pioche 

Rogers.  Mrs.  Molly  „  Ely 

Roland.  Chas.  II  ...Wells 

Rose,  George  Winnemueca 

Rose.  Mrs.  V.  L  Battle  Mountain 

Ross,  Paul  L  :  Reno 

Rulison,  Chas.  II  L  ;  Reno 

Russell,  Miss  Ruth  A  ,  Elko 

Russell.  W.  II  ...  Eureka 

Ryan.  James   Caliente 

Samuels,  Frank  W  L  Reno 

Schneider.  John  P  Fallon 

Seotr,  A.  L.  Pioche 

Scott.  Jos.  D  Winnemncca 

Scare,  Mrs.  Walter  E  Las  Yegas 

Selkirk,  Pert  Gardnerville 

Sessions,  J.  O  ..Reno 

Settlenieyer,  F.  II  Gardnerville 

Sharon,  W.  E  ;  Virginia  City 

Shea,  Mrs.  Dan  J  Austin 

Sheehan,  J  s  Winnemucca 

Sherman.  A.  A  „  Ely 

Show,  Alley  B  Stanford  University.  Cal. 

Silk,  Mrs.  J.  .1  ;  ...Las  Vegas 

Silva.  Dr.  Autenia  C.  S  Rio  de  Janeiro 

Skillman.  Mrs.  A.  E  „  Eureka 

Slavin.  Chas.  I  Tonopah 

Slosson,  II.  I  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Smith,  Dr.  E.  K.   i  Lovelock 

Somers,  Peter  J.,  Jr  Goldfield 

Spencer.  Mrs.  L.  B   Mina 

Spilman.  C.  F  «  Reno 

Sprague.  Mrs.  Chas.  S  Las  Vegas 

Sprintrmeyer.  F.  G  Gardnerville 

Stannard,  G.  li  Hawthorne 

Starkweather,  W.  D  Lovelock 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


23 


Sfeninger,  E.  51. 

J.  n  

S'.'\v;UT,  Mrs.  1I( 

Srevvart,  II.  E  

Sv-.vart.  Miss  Rose 

Sti  Uiu-y,  F.  O  

Sticfcney,  Mrs.  P.  O 
Stoker,  Mrs.  Bert  ... 

Squires,  0.  P  

Squires,  Mrs.  C 
Sullivan,  1  >r.  J 


Elko 


Ion  J.  ... 


Suiuuierfiekl,  L. 
Suuunerfield,  S. 
SunmiorlieM,  Mrs 
S-vviek,  Raymond  . 
Tuber,  Mrs.  A.  I). 
Taber,  Judge  E.  J 
Taylor,  Goo.  II.  ... 
Tavlor,  .7.  G.   


Sardis 


......Carson  City 

 Las  Vegas 

 Reno 

 Carson  City 

 Yerington 

 Yorintrton 

 Lovelock 

 Las  Vegas 

 Las  Vegas 

T.  ..Reno 

 Reno 

 Mina 

 Reno 

 Eureka 

 Elko 


L. 


Thompson.  Mrs.  C.  A. 

Tidil.  C.  C  

Tuhin.  C.  L  

Toombs,  Mrs.  W.  R.  ... 

Tripiott.  E.  II.  

Turner.  II.  W.  

Cniacke,  C  

Van  Bevort.  T. 


 Elko 

 Reno 

...... ..Lovelock 

 Pioche 

 Yerington 

.Winnemueea 
 Elko 


Rattle  Mountain 

 Pioche 

 Lovelock 


1). 


Van  Invert.  Mrs.  T.  1>  

Van  Derwerker.  J.  L  

Vim  Don  nan.  Miss  Elsie  .... 
Waggoner,  Eannie  McKay 

Walkor.  Chns.  A  

Walsh,  Judge  J.  E  

Way.  C.  M  

Weber,  Mrs.  John   ,  

Webster,  Mrs.  Gertrude   

West.  Mrs.  Annie   

West,  Geo.  F.  

W,->r.  Mrs.  Geo.  F  

Wcstfall,  Mrs.  Vernon   

Whit  acre,  E.  II  

White,  J.  H  

White,  Mrs.  J.  IT  

Wiiilelcv.  Geo  

Whorton.  Geo.  L  

Wicr,  Jeanne  Elizabeth   

Wihox.  S.  W  

Williams.  D.  E  

wniiams,  E.  l  

Williams 

Wi]!i;l:ns 
Williams 
Wil!i;uns 
Williams 


.Carson  City 
.Carson  City 

 Reno 

 Goldfield 

 Yerington 

 Ely 

 Goldfield 

 Fallon 

 ;  Ely 

.....Yerington 
.....Yerington 
.....Yerington 

 Yerington 

 Lovelock 

 Yerington 

..Hawthorne 
..Hawthorne 
 Ely 


:...Yerington. 

 Reno 

 Reno 

 Fallon 

 Reno 


Erank 
Mrs.  Geo. 

II.  O  

Otto  T  

Roy  T  


...Goodsprhv-rs 

 Fallon 

Virginia  City 

 Elko 

 Minden 


24 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Wilson,  .Mrs.  J.  I.  ... 

Wilson.  L.  G  

Winter.  E.  K  .„.. 

Withers.  T.  I  . 

*  Woodbury.  J.  P.   

Wright,  C.  G  

Wyatt.  E.  I  

Young,  Mrs.  J.  G.  .. 

Young,  L.  S  

Young,  Wayne   

You  nt.  S.  E.  .*  

Zadow,  Mrs.  Sophie 


Walley  Springs 


 YeringtoN 

.Winnoniii'  -  i 


..Carson  City 
Winnenm<>  a 


 Fallon 

Los  Angeles 
 Eureka 


Wabuska 


Fall. 

...Pel 


Died  1921 


NEWSPAPERS — MEMBERS  EX  OFFICIO  WHILE  SENDING  PAPERS 


Austin:  Reese  River  Reveille. 
Battle  Mouarain  Scout. 
Carson  City  1  >aily  Appeal. 
Carson  City  Nous. 
Ely  Daily  Times. 
Ely  Record. 

Ely:  White  Pine  News. 
Eureka  Sentinel.  , 
Fallon:  Churchill  County  Eagle. 
Fallon:  Churchill  County  Standard. 
Gardnerville :  Nevada  Lutheran. 
Gardnerville  :  Eeeord-(  'onrier. 
(roldliehl  News. 
Goodsprii  igs  ( Jazette. 
Hawthorne:  Walker  Lake  Bulletin. 
Las  Vegas:  Chxi*k  County  Review. 
Las  Vegas  Age. 
Logandale  :  The  <  >ak. 
Lovelock  Review-Miner. 
Mina  :   Western  Nevada  Miner. 
Pioehe  Eee«>r<l. 
Reno  :  Nevada  M  ining  Press. 
Reno:  Nevada  State  Journal. 
Reno  Evening  Gazette. 
Reno:  Nevada  News  Letter. 
Reno:  F.  of  N.  Sagehrush. 
Sparks  Trihune. 
Tonopah  Miner. 
Virginia  < 'hroniele. 
Wells:  r Nevada  State  Herald. 
Winneiini-.-'-t  ;  ItntniwWt  Star. 
Winnomueea  :  The  Silver  State. 
Yorington  :  Mason  Valley  News. 
Yerington  Times. 

Los  Angeles :  Western  Highway  Builder. 


STATE  OF  NEVADA 


EIGHTH  BIENNIAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Nevada  Historical  Oociet 


THE  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

RENO.  NEVADA 

1923 


CARSON  CITY,  NEVADA 
State  Printing  Office  —  Joe  Farnsworth,  Supt. 
]  9  2  3 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 

Letter  of  Transmittal   5 

Officers  and  County  Vice-Presidents   •» 

The  Nevada  Historical  Society   7 

Historical  Material  Desired   S 

Gifts   ;> 

Report  of  the  President  and  the  Executive  Council  10 

Report  of  the  Curator..  ,  12 

Report  of  the  Seeretary-Trea surer  14 

I.  Objects   14 

Ii.  Legislature  of  11*21  14 

MI.  Activities  14 

IV.  Fiscal  Report  ..iff) 

A'.  Recommendations  for  lfKJtf-1924;  Estimate  of  Expenses  20 

VI.  What  Others  Say  of  the  Work  of  Historical  Societies  22 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1923. 
To  Col.  James  G.  Screguam,  Governor  of  flie  State  of  Nevada. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  I  herewith  submit  a 
report  of  the  work  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  for  the  biennial 
term  ending  December  31,  1922. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WIER. 

Secretary. 
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Esmeralda — Miss  Grace  Lams:  Round  Mountain 

Eureka — Mrs.  A.  F.  Skieeman  Eureka 

Humboldt — S.  J.  Hon m  field  ,  Winnemucca 

Lander — lion.  I >.  II,  Tandy  Uistin 

Lincoln— Eras'!  is  1 1  a n>en  Panaca 

Lyon— J.  I.  Wilson  Yerington 

Mineral — Senator  Jon  \  Miller  Hawthorne 

Xye — Mrs.  J.  T.  Williams  Hot  Creek 

Ormsby — Hon.  A.  G.  Meyers  ....  Carson  City 

Pershing — W.  II.  Moomn  Lovelock 

Storey— W.  S.  Poyie  Virginia  City" 

Washoe — Capt.  II.  J.  Gosse  Reno 

White  Pine — David  Hartley  Ely 


THE  NEVADA   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

(Trustee  of  the  State) 


Its  collections  consist  of  historical  materials  for  the  writing  of 
Nevada  history  and  of  a  permanent  public  exhibition  of  objects  of 
historical  and  educational  value. 

The  Society  as  a  State  Institution  was  created  by  an  Act  of  the 
Nevada  Legislature  of  1907,  under  the  administration  of  John  Sparks, 
Governor  of  Nevada. 

The  Society  is  composed  of  people  who  are  interested  in  preserving 
anil  writing  the  history  of  this  State. 

The  institution  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  an  Executive 
Council  chosen  by  the  members  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  officers 
are  chosen  by  the  Council,  and  serve  both  as  officers  of  the  Council  and 
of  the  Society.  The  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
and  Members  at  Large  of  the  Council  serve  without  compensation. 

The  Society  is  supported  by  funds  appropriated  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  biennially  and  by  membership  dnes  and  gifts. 

The  building  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  was  provided  by  the 
State  through  an  Act  of  the  Nevada  Legislature  of  1911,  under  the 
administration  of  Tasker  L.  Oddie,  Governor  of  Nevada.  It  was 
opened  to  the  public  in  the  summer  of  1913. 

The  Nevada  Historical  Society  is  a  free  institution  and  offers  to 
the  masses  a  means  of  recreation,  of  popular  instruction,  of  mental 
improvement,  of  development  in  patriotism  and  historical-mindedness. 
To  the  student  and  scholar  it  offers  materials  for  research. 

The. Nevada  Historical  Society  building  is  becoming  a  center  for  the 
cultural  activities  in  western  Nevada. 

The  building  is  freely  open  to  the  public  for  a  part  of  each  day. 


HISTORICAL  MATERIALS  DESIRED  BY  THE  NEVADA 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

The  aim  of  the  Society  is  to  collect  everything  that  can  in  any  way 
throw  light  upon  the  history  of  Nevada  from  its  earliest  exploration  to 
the  present  clay. 

Material,  which  is  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  individual  who  pos- 
sesses it,  often  becomes  priceless  in  importance  when  incorporated  as  a 
part  of  a  library  of  reference  or  a  museum  showing  the  chronological 
development  of  a  State. 

With  a  view  to  encouraging  the  contribution  of  such  material,  the 
Society  submits  herewith  a  list  of  things  desired: 

Books  and  pamphlets  relating  to  Nevada. 

Books  and  pamphlets  written  by  Nevadans. 

Manuscripts — Any  original  documents  containing  accounts  of  the 
early  settlements  of  Nevada.  Old  letters,  journals  and  accounts 
written  by  pioneers  are  especially  desired. 

Official  state,  county,  and  city  reports  and  documents. 

Reports  of  boards,  commissions,  educational  and  other  institutions. 

Reports  of  societies  and  organizations. 

Nevada  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

Portraits  of  distinguished  citizens  or  old  settlers;  autographs, 

medals,  coins,  souvenirs. 
Prehistoric  Indian  stone  implements. 

Modern  Indian  relics — Pottery,  arrow  points,  costumes,  baskets, 
ornaments,  etc. 

Household  materials  and  wearing  apparel  illustrating  pioneer  days. 

Church  history  relics. 

Relics  of  early  schools. 

Old-fashioned  jewelry. 

Early  musical  instruments. 

Early  hand-made  tools  and  furniture. 

Early  agricultural  implements. 

Old-style  surgical  instruments. 

Pharmaceutical  history  materials. 

Militia  and  war  relics. 

Materials  illustrating  our  political  history. 
Relics  of  logging  days. 
Relies  of  early  stock-raising. 
Old-style  fire-fighting  paraphernalia. 
Articles  connected  with  early  mining. 
Articles  connected  with  early  railways. 
Articles  illustrating  early  banking  methods. 
Articles  used  in  gambling,  prize-fights,  etc. 

The  Nevada  Historical  Society  cordially  invites  all  persons  to  assist 
it  in  developing  a  great  state  historical  library  and  museum. 

All  donations  or  loans  will  be  fully  credited  to  the  donors  or 
lenders. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Nevada  Historical 
Society,  Reno,  Nevada. 


GIFTS 


If  you  have  a  cherished  memento  which  you  do  not  care  to  part  with 
during  your  lifetime,  but  which  you  wish  to  have  preserved  after  your 
death,  do  not  trust  to  chance  that  it  will  he  donated  to  the.  Historical 
Society  by  a  friend  or  relative.   Make  a  will  now  to  that  effect. 

FORM  Or  GIFT  OR  BEQUEST  TO  THE  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  "  Nevada  Historical  Society," 
Reno,  Nevada,  


Endowments  and  gifts  of  money  to  be  applied  to  general  or  specific 
purposes  are  received  as  well  as  bequests  in  object-matter  of  all  kinds 
that  come  within  the  scope  of  the  library  and  museum. 

The  constant  care  of  the  collections  must  commend  the  Histor- 
ical Library  and  Museum  as  a  desirable  repository  for  cherished 
mementoes. 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION 

Gifts,  to  the  extent  of  15  per  cent  of  total  income,  and  bequests  of 
any  extent  to  the  Xevada  Historical  Society  are  exempt  from  federal 
taxation,  under  the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1918. 


REPORT   OF   THE   PRESIDENT   AND   THE  EXECUTIVE 

COUNCIL 


Hon.  James  G.  Scritgham,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Sir:  As  required  by  law,  a  report  herewith  is  made  to  you  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  for  the  biennial  period 
ending  December  31,  1922,  accompanied  by  the  report  of  the  Curator 
and  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 

In  these  more  detailed  reports  of  the  superintending  and  working 
officials  you  will  find  the  more  intimate  story  of  our  progress.  We.  as 
an  executive  board,  are  concerned  chiefly  with  the  general  principles 
of  organization  and  development. 

We  have  witnessed  with  a  feeling  of  pride  and  satisfaction  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  library  and  museum  of  the  Society,  accomplished  largely 
through  the  donations  of  our  citizens  who  are  becoming  daily  more 
deeply  attached  to  the  work  of  this  educational  institution. 

Beginning  as  an  organization  in  1904,  with  a  small  nucleus  of 
charter  members  and  of  possessions,  it  is  now  the  Trustee  of  the  State 
for  the  property  it  holds,  and  its  splendid  archive*  are  housed  in  a 
state  building  which,  though  inadequate  in  size  and  arrangements 
provides  a  public  place  for  the  preservation  and  exhibition  of  its  col- 
lections. 

Here  also  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Council  are  by  preference 
held  when  possible,  in  order  that  the  historic  atmosphere  of  the  room 
may  contribute  to  the  value  of  the  decisions  made.  No  Nevadan  can 
pause  in  these  surroundings  without  a  sense  of  pride  in  the  pioneer 
difficulties  overcome  and  here  recalled  by  the  mute  evidences  of  the 
early  days. 

The  sentimental  value  to  the  public  of  these  exhibits  need  not  be 
further  enlarged  upon,  but  the  advertising  value  to  the  State  is  even 
as  great.  There  is  no  phase  of  Nevada's  resources  and  development 
that  is  not  considered  and  displayed.  When  more  room  shall  have 
been  provided  for  the  better  display  of  the  collections  and  of  other 
articles  promised,  this  advertising  value  will  be  greatly  enhanced. 

The  educational  value  of  the  Library  and  Museum  as  an  adjunct  to 
the  Public  Schools  ami  the  information  it  furnishes  to  our  citizens 
cannot  be  estimated  in  terms  of  money.  Many  people  seek  and  obtain 
information  by  correspondence.  Others  come  from  distant  places 
within  and  without  the  State  to  see  the  collections  or  to  examine. manu- 
scripts while  preparing  articles  for  print  or  books  for  publication. 

Not  only  is  the  work  of  the  Society  highly  beneficial  in  an  educa- 
tional way,  but  the  collection  belonging  to  the  State  is  commercially 
worth  more  than  twice  the  money  which  the  State  has  invested  in  it. 
This  result,  from  an  investment  which  is  more  profitable  to  the  State 
than  many  other  outlays,  lias  come  from  the  unpaid  and  earnest  efforts 
of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Society  in,  gathering  the  collections 
and  managing  its  affairs.  In  Xevada  ami  in  other  States  the  Historical 
Society  has  proved  to  be  most  successful,  useful  and  beneficial  when 


REPORT  OP  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


11 


served  and  controlled  by  an  unpaid  Council  who  serve  because  vitally 
interested  m  the  cause. 

Throughout  the  lifetime  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  the  great 
hulk  of  the  work  lias  been  accomplished  by  volunteer,  unpaid  labor,  a 
free  and  willing  gift  to  the  State  of  many  thousands  of  dollars  for 
a  type  of  development,  the  necessity  for  whhdi  is  too  little  appreciated 
by  a  community  not  yet  emerged  from  pioneer  conditions,  but  bound 
to  receive  recognition  as  to  its  real  value  a  generatioM  or  two  later. 
Such  tasks,  like  those  of  the  Church  and  the  School,  must  of  necessity 
look  to  personal  endeavor  and  personal  sacrifice  for  a  large  measure 
of  their  early  success.  But  there  comes  a  time  in  the  evolution  of  all 
such  movements  when  tin.'  increasing  complexity  of  work  ami  the 
larger  service  unconsciously  demanded  by  the  public  makes  necessary 
an  appeal  to  public  consciousness  to  shift  a  part  of  the  burden  of  labor 
so  as  t<;>  clinch,  through  proper  supervision  and  utilization  of  materials 
in  the  various  detailed  branches,  the  advances  already  achieved.  The 
pioneer  missionary  pastor  should  in  time  become  the  supervising  officer 
of  the  field  as  a  whole  and  thus  bring  unity  and  success  to  the  endeavor 
in  the  largest  possible  way.  In  order  to  do  this  he  must  be  relieved  of 
much  detail  and  his  energies  must  be  freed  for  the  larger  movement. 

The  time  has  come  for  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  when  those  who 
have  for  years  been  devoted  to  the  minute  but  essential  details  of  daily 
routine  should  have  their  energies  freed  lor  the  larger  task  of  organiza- 
tion ami  of  writing.  To  relieve  them  of  these  petty  cares  means,  in 
this  age  of  high  specialization,  either  many  workers  for  the  various 
jobs,  or  else  one  or  two  workers  who  have  initiative,  judgment  and 
adaptability — qualities  which  are  rarely  found  among  the  cheaper 
classes  of  laborers.  To  secure  a  Jack-of-all-tradcs  who  is  capable  of 
becoming  master  of  one  or  two  things  is  not  an  easy  task  in  this 
Twentieth  Century.  Yet  this  is  the  problem  that  the  Nevada  Histori- 
cal Society  faces. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  is  encouraging.  Increased  popular  appre- 
ciation is  manifesting  itself  in  various  ways.  If  money  be  provided  to 
insure  for  the  unsalaried  Secretary  such  competent  assistance  as  she 
may  require,  we  feel  confident  of  the  future  success  of  the  Nevada 
Historical  Society,  not  only  in  the  acquisitions  and  archiving,  but  also 
in  the  writing  of  Nevada  history  which  has  been  too  long  neglected. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Curator  and  those  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  we  heartily  approve,  and  we  trust  that  the  budget  as  pre- 
pared by  these  officers  will  have  the  support  of  yourself  and  of  the 
Legislature. 

(Signed)    G.  F.  TALBOT,  President, 

11.  E.  Keid. 

W.  J.  Harris. 

B.  D.  Billing ucrst, 

James  D.  Finch, 

Mrs.  Anthony  Hlffaker, 

Members  of  the  Council. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CURATOR 


One  cannot  spend  even  a  little  time  in  the  Museum  of  the  Nevada 
Historical  Society  without  being'  amazed  and  astonished,  not  only  at 
the  great  quantity  of  interesting"  material  that  has  been  accumulated, 
but  rather  at  its  rare  and  unusual  character.  Tangible,  objects  visualize 
interesting  and  exciting  episodes  of  history  as  printed  words  can  never 
hope  to  do.  The  finished  arrowhead  speaks  of  the  skill  and  craftsman- 
ship of  the  Indians;  the  old  mail-bags,  carried  by  the  Pony  Express 
riders,  bring  before  our  minds  the  heroic  men  of  the  days  before  the 
railroads  and  aeroplanes. 

In  this  State  Museum  are  to  be  found  many  treasures  that  any  of 
the  great  museums  would  be  glad  to  possess.  There  is  the  splendid 
collection  of  small  firearms  which  have  figured  in  different  shooting 
affairs  in  the  early  mining  days.  There  is  the  valuable  mineral  collec- 
tion begun  by  the  old  Pacific  Coast  Pioneers.  Here  is  to  be  seen  the 
work  of  the  Indian  basket-makers  and  specimens  of  the  skilfully  cut 
stone  implements,  such  as  hammers,  axes,  and  mortars.  There  is  the 
lovely  beadwork  and  the  clothing  made  from  the  skins  of  antelope 
and  deer.  One  finds  here  the  personal  possessions  of  the  early  Pioneers, 
when  necessity,  the  mother  of  invention,  inspired  them  to  manufacture 
the  things  required  in  their  everyday  living. 

So  it  is  that  these  visible  records  picture  to  us  of  today  the  struggles 
and  ambitions  of  the  men  who  have  lived  and  died,  and  yet.  have  left 
behind  them  these  evidences  of  their  time  and  character. 

There  have  been  many  splendid  gifts  placed  in  the  museum  in  the 
two  years  just  past,  but  space  will  permit  only  the  mention  of  a  few 
of  the  most  valuable. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Yerington  sent  the  Seal  of  the  Pacific,  Union  Express 
Company,  which  operated  in  Nevada  in  the  early  60 's. 

The  gold  watch  presented  to  John  Bluett  in  1S70  by  the  Sutro  Tunnel 
Company  Avas  placed  here  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Boyle. 

There  came,  from  the  United  States  Mint  at  Carson  City,  the  first 
clock  and  the  adjuster's  scales  used  in  that  institution. 

Col.  S.  11.  Day  gave  the  compass  and  surveyor's  chain  used  in  the 
preliminary  survey  of  the  Sutro  Tunnel. 

From  Col.  Will  U.  Mackey  came  the  original  Nevada  Territorial  Seal. 

The  first  piano  brought  to  Carson  City  and  made  in  1S43  was  given 
by  Lottie  Meder  Bonn. 

From  Mr.  Garfield  Edwards  came  a  finely  cut  glass  chandelier  used 
in  a  hotel  at  Virginia  City  in  the  60 \s. 

A  large  collection  of  framed  pictures  of  the  Virginia  City  fire  depart- 
ment in  the  early  days  was  given  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Meyers. 

Gifts  of  Japanese  pottery  and  a  splendid  moose  head  came  from 
Mrs.  Kate  Nixon  de  Valeria. 

The  silver-and-gold  trowel  used  by  Peter  Cavanaugh  at  the  laying 
of  the  corner-stone  of  the  State  Capitol  in  1870  was  presented  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Mayhugh. 

Russian  towels  from  Gov.  Emmet  Boyle  and  Belgian  medals  from 
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Mrs.  W,  Shockley,  together  with  guns  and  oilier  equipment  from  Mr. 
jiin  G rant  and  Sir.  George  Springmeyer.  vividly  picture  incidents  of 
the  late  war. 

So  the  list  of  gifts  might  go  on,  but- it  is  hoped  that  the  mention  of 
these  will  encourage  others  to  give  or  loan  to  the  Museum  treasured 
relies  they  possess,  thus  helping  to  preserve  for  this  and  future  genera- 
lions  the  tangible  things  that  will  visualize  to  us  the  days  that  witnessed 
the  beginnings  and  the  growth  of  our  Western  Empire. 

CHARLES  F.  CUTTS,  Curator. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 


Office  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society, 
Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1923. 

Col.  -Tames  G.  Scrugham,  Governor  of  Xevada. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society,  in  compliance 
with  law,  submits  a  report  of  the  transactions  and  work  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

I.    OBJECTS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  objects  of  this  Society  are  threefold:  First  and  most  important, 
to  bring  to  one  centrally  located  place  and  there  to  preserve  information 
relating  to  the  antecedents  of  every  phase  of  development  in  Nevada ; 
second,  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  studies  which  will  use  this  informa- 
tion to  facilitate  the  further  development  of  the  State :  third,  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  the  resources  and  advantages  of  Nevada,  to  citizens 
of  other  States  and  to  diffuse  within  this  Commonwealth  a  knowledge 
of  those  factors  which  are  related  to  the  future  material  and  moral 
progress  of  the  State.  In  other  words,  its  work  is  preservative,  diges- 
tive, and  distributive.  Its  methods  of  action  are  through  library, 
museum,  publications,  county  committees,  affiliated  organizations,  and 
gratuitous  service  in  consultation  and  advice. 

II.    THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  1921 
Ten  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  general  historical 
work  of  the  biennium. 

III.    ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  1921-1922 

1.  Work  of  Publication  :  In  January  of  1921  the  Seventh  Biennial 
Report  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  was  issued  from  the  State 
Printing  Office.  The  biennial  volume  of  historical  papers,  carrying 
fifty-six  illustrations,  was  published  in  the  fall  of  1922  and  was  like- 
wise printed  at  the  State  Printing  Office.  To  save  our  funds  for  what 
we  considered  more  important  purposes,  the  volume  was  this  time 
bound  in  heavy  paper  instead  of  the  customary  cloth  cover.  It  is  a 
book  of  2o6  pages.  Resides  the  usual  memorial  papers,  it  contains 
historical  articles  by  Mrs.  Fanny  G.  Ilazlett,  Miss  Grace  Dangberg, 
the  late  Mrs.  Gertrude  Streeter  Vrooman,  and  R.  L.  Fulton.  An 
Indian  legend  by  Gilbert  Turner  and  Nevada  poems  by  Frances  A. 
Kiordan,  W.  L.  Bachtell,  and  Lydia  3.1.  D.  O'Neill,  as  also  an  anony- 
mous piece  of  verse,  lend  interest  to  the  collection.  We  believe  tiiat 
the  book  is  a  good  advertisement  for  the  State  as  well  as  a  valuable 
historical  contribution  to  our  literature.  Historical  articles  were  also 
contributed  by  the  Curator  and  the  Secretary  to  the  special  editions 
of  the  Nevada  Newsletter  and  the  Nevada  State  Journal  in  1922.  In 
1921  the  Secretary  supplied,  the  new  Encyclopedia  Brittaniea  article 
on  Nevada. 

2.  Work  of  Arrangement:  Because  of  the  volunteer  assistance  of 
our  artistically  minded  Curator,  the  Museum  has  been  entirely  recon- 
structed  within  the  biennium,  and  now  presents  as  inviting  an  appear- 
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anee  as  is  possible  in  our  crowded  quarters.  All  museum  exhibits  have 
been  marked  by  a  number  corresponding  to  the  accession  card,  and  in 
most  eases  a  display  eard  descriptive  of  the  artieie  accompanies  such 
exhibit.  Much  work  has  also  been  accomplished  for  the  Library.  The 
Secretary  spent  the  summer  of  1922  in  preparing  ephemeral  literature 
for  classification.  The  Curator  has  bound  several  hundred  volumes 
of  the  files  of  the  state  newspapers  by  hand.  The  accumulated  corre- 
spondence of  the  institution,  which  has  large  historical  value,  has  been 
arranged  according  to  subject,  and  has  been  indexed. 

3.  Housing:  The  summer  vacation  of  1921  was  occupied  with  the 
interior  renovation  of  the  building  and,  in  order  to  conserve  the  funds, 
it  was  found  to  be  necessary  to  do  most  of  the  redecorating  without 
help.  More  attractive  exhibit-rooms  have  amply  repaid  all  such  labor 
of  both  the  Curator  and  the  Secretary.  With  the  rearrangement  of  the 
Musetim  much  of  the  library  materials  was  perforce  moved  into  the 
ki  Annex,"  an  adjoining  building  which  was  purchased  for  the  State  by 
the  Legislature  of  191!).  Fortunately  the  rooms  in  this  building  have 
high  ceilings  and.  with  shelving  front  top  to  bottom,  considerable  space 
has  been  provided  for  storage.  The  paying  of  University  Avenue 
necessitated  considerable  work  on  the  parking  strip  of  our  grounds 
facing  to  the  west,  and  this,  together  with  the  regrading  of  a  part  of 
the  lawns,  has  made  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the  appearance 
of  the  grounds. 

4.  Permanent  Equipment:  Expansion  of  the  work  and  materials 
accumulated  have  necessitated  the  purchase  of  filing  devices  and  dis- 
play cases.  These  have  been  selected  primarily  with  a  view  to  present 
needs,  but  also  keeping  in  mind  a  permanent  plan  of  expansion  for 
the  future. 

5.  Was  History  Work  :  Without  personal  solicitation,  apparently 
no  further  progress  can  be  made  in  this  important  feature  of  our  work. 
The  Secretary  hopes  that  very  soon  she  can  be  relieved  of  some  of  the 
more  mechanical  and  routine  features  of  the  general  work  so  that  she 
may  devote  consecutive  time  to  the  War  History. 

6.  Meetings:  The  last  annual  meeting  was  held  on  November  27, 
1922,  at  S  p.  m.  in  the  Nevada  Ilfwtmneal  Society  Building.  The  meet- 
ing was  called  to  order  by  Vice-President  II.  E.  Reid.  An  interesting 
program,  arranged  by  Mrs.  Emmet  D.  Boyle  as  chairman  of  the  pro- 
gram committee,  was  given.  Mr.  Charles  P.  Outts  spoke  briefly  on  the 
value  of  museum  exhibits  to  the  cultural  life  of  a  community,  illus- 
trating his  points  by  reference  to  European  museums  and  that  of  the 
State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  all  of  which  he  visited  during 
the  past  summer.  Governor  Boyle  heartily  congratulated  the  Society 
upon  the  work  it  has  done  in  gathering  so  remarkable  a  collection  of 
historic  Nevada  material.  He  expressed  the  belief  that  within  a  short 
June  the  State  would  provide  ample  means  to  properly  continue  and 
carry  on  this  work  of  collecting  and  housing  these  priceless  records  of 
the  State's  growth.  He  spoke  especially  of  the  value  of  such  work  to 
the  State  Government.  Mrs.  D.  B.  Kenear  sang  delightfully  two  lovely 
*ongs,  and  the  talented  elocutionist.  Miss  Hattie  May  Delkin,  gave  two 
readings.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  program,  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Taylor,  as 
chairman  of  the  auditing  committee,  brought  in  his  report  showing 
Jkat  the  financial  accounts  were  in  good  shape.   Amendments  proposed 
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by  Mr.  James  D.  Pinch,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  constitutional 
changes,  were  adopted.  The  election  of  the  Executive  Council  for  the 
new  year  then  followed.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  the 
ballot  for  G.  F.  Talbot,  II.  E.  Reid,  Jeanne  Elizabeth  Wier,  Charles  F. 
Cutts,  Walter  J.  Harris,  James  J).  Finch,  Mrs.  Anthony  Huffaker, 
Gov.  Emmet  D.  Boyle,  and  hi.  1).  Biliinghurst.  The  presiding;  officer 
then  called  upon  several  people  present,  who  responded  with  sugges- 
tions and  helpful  talks.  Capt.  F.  N.  Fletcher  urged  the  stimulation  of 
historical  research  in  the  University,  and  suggested  that  the  school 
children  be  interested  in  placing  a  monument  to  Chief  Winnemucea  of 
the  Paiutes.  Edward  Vanderlieth  said  that  the  city  of  Reno  should 
give  every  support  to  this  institution  that  had  so  plainly  demonstrated 
its  value  to  the  city. 

Jn  addition  to  the  annual  meeting-,  gatherings  of  special  groups  of 
workers  have  been  held  at  the  building  from  time  to  time.    In  January, 

1921,  the  Washoe  County  delegation  to  the  Legislature  and  the  Washoe 
County  Legislative  Committee  were  the  guests  of  the  Society.  Later  in 
the  year  the  Art  Division  of  the  Century  Club  spent  an  evening  in 
inspecting:  the  exhibits  of  special  significance  to  their  studies.  On  this 
occasion  the  Secretary  spoke  of  the  relation  of  the  Historical  Society 
to  the  art  work  of  the  community,  and  the  Curator  told  of  the  purposes 
of  tire  Historical  Society.  On  April  15,  .1922,  the  Pioneer  Society 
gathered  in  the  Museum  to  recount  the  experiences  of  early  days.  On 
November  21,  1922.  the  Washoe  County  delegation  to  the  Thirty-first 
Legislature  made  up  a  special  party  for  the  inspection  of  the  collections. 

On  December  8  and  9  of  1921  Mr.  A.  Colin  of  Carson  City  brought 
his  famous  collection  of  Washoe  Indian  baskets  to  the  Museum.  This 
event  brought  several  hundred  visitors,  who  greatly  enjoyed  the  skill 
and  craftsmanship  of  one  of  our  native  Indian  tribes.  In  March  of 
1922  the  Society  held  an  exhibition  of  original  French  etchings,  which 
attracted  much  attention  from  art  lovers  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

The  working-  officials  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  have  also 
carried  their  work  into  the  held  beyond  their  building  through  special 
lectures  and  programs.  The  Curator  in  .1922  addressed  the  Mesquite 
Club  of  Las.  Vegas,  the  Leisure  Hour  Club  of  Carson  City,  and  the 
Century  Club  and  the  Rotary  Club  of  Reno  upon  the  purposes  of  the 
Society,  and  urged  activity  in  furthering'  the  collections.  An  Admis- 
sion Day  program  was  also  given  at  the  Century  Club  on  November 

1922.  Here  Mr.  Cutts  read  Ex-Gov.  Coleorcl  s  paper  on  "The  Reminis- 
cences of  Early  Conistock  Days,"  and  Mrs.  Fanny  G.  Hazlett  talked 
on  "The  Recollections  of  a  Pioneer  Woman."  The  music,  consisting 
of  the  "Hank  Monk  Schott ishe,"  "Bound  for  the  Land  of  Washoe'1  and 
"Nevada,"  was  furnished  by  Mrs.  Rudolf  Herz  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Ferris. 

Meetings  of  the  Executive  Council  have  been  laid  as  business 
demanded.  At  the  meeting  of  December  20.  1922,  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  .President,  G.  F.  Talbot:  Vice-President,  H.  E.  Reid; 
Curator,  C.  F.  Cutts:  Seeretary-Treasurer,  Jeanne  Elizabeth  Wier. 
The  county  vice-presidents  for  the  year  were  also  named  as  found  on 
page  4  of  this  report.  The  business  report  was  approved,  and  decision 
was  made  as  to  the  requests  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature. 
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7.  Work  of  General  Collection  :  During  the  biennimn  the  increas- 
iiiLT  interest  in  our  institution  has  brought  to  us  many  valuable  items 
from  friends  and  from  individual  collectors.  Mention  can  be  made  of 
only  a  few  typical  contributions  by  way  of  illustration. 

The  Newlands  Library:  The  largest  and  most  important  single 
acquisition  is  the  library  of  the  late  Senator  Francis  G.  Newlands, 
which  came  to  the  Society  through  the  interest  of  Mrs.  Newlands  and 
Dr.  W.  B.  Johnston  and  bis  wife.  The  Senator  Stewart  library  has 
been  for  some  years  a  valued  possession,  and  it  is  hoped  that  similar 
papers  and  books  of  all  Nevada's  representatives  in  our  National  Legis- 
lature will  in  time  find  a  place  in  these  archives. 

Dr.  HersJmer  Library:  Next  in  size  and  merit  is  the  library  of  the 
late  Dr.  A.  E.  Hershiser,  consisting  not  only  of  professional  works  but 
also  containing  large  quantities  of  ephemeral  literature  on  Nevada. 
This  is  the  gift  of  the  Doctor's  family  in  memory  of  his  devotion  to 
the  State  Historical  cause. 

Books  and  Papers  of  James  F.  O'Brien:  A  third  contribution  of 
considerable  size  and  merit  is  that  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  late 
James  F.  O'Brien  and  contains  invaluable  material  upon  the  early 
days  of  Goldfield.  Mrs.  O'Brien  desires  that  this  collection  shall  be 
preserved  for  all  time. 

FidtOM  Books  and  Pamphlets:  Mrs.  R.  L.  Fulton  has  added  to  their 
already  large  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets  a  quantity  of  photo- 
graphs and  broadsides  such  as  Mr.  Fulton  had  an  unusual  opportunity 
to  eollect.  Particular  mention  should  be  made  of  a  copy  of  the  Nevada 
Monthly  of  August.  1880,  Pen  Pictures  of  the  State  Officers,  etc.,  of  the 
Ninth  Session  of  the  Nevada  Legislature  in  1879,  a  photo  of  Tom  Fitch 
in  1875,  and  a  collection  of  railroad  passes  and  other  significant  rail- 
way papers. 

Comstock  Relics  from  Mr.  Boyle:  From  the  Comstock  through  the 
courtesy  of  Win.  S.  Doyle  have  come,  not  only  numerous  old  books,  but 
a  collection  of  promissory  notes  and  mining-stock  certificates  of  early 
days,  together  with  two  very  rare  old  albums,  each  containing  a  photo- 
graph of  Abraham  Lincoln  previously  belonging  to  a  maid  in  the 
President 's  family. 

Maiwscript  Material:  Among  the  most  treasured  possessions  of  an 
institution,  such  as  this,  is  the  manuscript  material,  particularly  old 
letter's  and  diaries.  Nevada  has  been  fortunate  this  year  in  receiving 
a  considerable  number  of  old  letters  written  from  Austin  in  the  (iO's 
by  Alonzo  Monroe  to  his  wife,  then  resident  in  California.  They  are  the 
gift  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Worthington.  Other  letters'  of  1861 
came  from  AY.  Keavis.  Most  unique  of  all  is  the  correspondence  of 
♦lack  Wilson,  the  Indian  Messiah,  contributed  by  Miss  Grace  Dang- 
berg,  authority  on  Nevada  Indian  life.  Still  other  manuscript  mate- 
rial is  found  in  old  mining  deeds  and  a  bill  of  sale  for  a  slave  made 
"ut  to  P.  M.  Birmingham  of  Texas  in  1853.  Mrs.  Josie  Gushing,  the 
niece:  of  Mr.  Birmingham,  makes  this  contribution  as  Mr.  0.  F.  Barn- 
niset  does  the  former  one.  Reminiscences,  such  as  those  of  Mrs.  Sam 
Davis,  Governor  Colcord,  and  Mrs.  Fanny  G.  Ilazlett  have  also  been 
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contributed.  A  book  of  records  of  notice  of  mining  locations  and  of 
minutes  of  miners'  organization  meeting  of  May  14,  1861.  of  the  Star 
Mining  District,  Humboldt  and  Pershing;  Counties,  came  from  Charles 
A.  Greene,  Treasure)-  of  the  Cal.  Verde  Co.,  in  the  name  of  Joe  Phil- 
lips, deceased.  The  signatures  of  the  Thirtieth  Nevada  Legislature 
illustrate  another  kind  of  manuscript  source  material,  as  do  also  tic 
cards  showing  daily  ore  shipments  of  the  Richmond  Eureka  Mining 
Company  of  1878.    The  latter  is  a  gift  of  Geo.  L.  Kaeding. 

P}>  olographs :  Among  the  rare  photographic  material  is  an  old  pic- 
ture of  Aurora,  N.  T.,  taken  in  1864  and  contributed  by  Paul  Thomp- 
son. A  picture  of  Austin  pioneers  taken  in  1898  is  given  by  Judge 
W.  D.  Jones.  A  photograph  of  Capt.  John  Day  in  the  60 's  is  given  by 
Col.  Day;  one  of  former  President  Robt.  F.  Jones  of  the  University 
is  given  by  his  son;  one  of  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Doten  taken  in  1874  is  given 
by  Mrs.  E.  S.  Ilarriman ;  one  of  Trenmor  Coffin  is  given  by  Mrs. 
Summerfield ;  one  of  the  Reno  Orchestra  of  1883  comes  from  G.  E. 
Ilolesworth ;  a  copy  of  the  only  original  photograph  of  James  W. 
Marshall,  discoverer  of  gold,  comes  from  Geo.  L.  Brissels  of  Tonopah; 
six  old  stereoscope  pictures  of  Reno  and  vicinity  come  from  Mrs.  G. 
Townshend :  a  copy  of  a  photo  of  the  Comstock  delegation  to  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature  of  Jb64.  taken  on  the  Capitol  steps  and  inclusive  of 
Mark  Twain,  is  given  by  J.  R.  Woods.  .  Very  rare  pictures  of  the  early 
lumbering  industry  on  the  Sierra  are  given  by  Mrs.  J.  J.  Brockliss. 

Old  Newspapers :  Old  newspapers,  both  bound  and  unbound,  have 
been  collected  from  many  sources.  Round  volumes  of  the  Carson  Daily 
Appeal  from  Mrs.  Sam  Davis,  and  Volume  I  of  the  Carson  Valley  News 
from  "Will  Knippenberg,  represent  the  Capital  City,  while  Territorial 
Enterprise  numbers  have  been  brought  by  Mr.  Blake  from  the  Corn- 
stock.  Mr.  Bobbins  of  Reno  gives  a  special  University  edition  of  the 
Reno  Evening  Gazette  of  1895  and  a  Carson  Daily  Independent  of 
1864.  From  Miss  Annie  11.  Martin  comes  the  Daily  Nevada  Tribune 
of  May  31.  1893,  and  July  24,  1886,  as  also  the  Daily  Index  of  Febru- 
ary 22  and  October  27.  1882;  from  Miss  Sadie  Grant  comes  the  Carson 
Morning  News  of  January  31,  1892.  Mrs.  Walter  Fitzgerald  con- 
tributes some  copies  of  t&e  Goldfield  Daily  News  of  1911. 

Fraternal  Ilistoejf:  Nevada  fraternal  history  is  well  represented  in 
receipts  for  lodge  dues  in  old  camps,  pamphlets  containing  the  consti- 
tution and  by-laws;  bundles  of  old  papers  from  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge 
hall  of  Belmont,  sent  by  Miss  Grace  Lamb ;  the  books  and  pictures  of 
the  lodge  of  Good  Templars  held  in  Carson  City  in  1866  and  con- 
tributed by  Curator  Charles  F.  Cutts :  books  and  pamphlets  on  the 
history  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  given  by  Mrs.  Sarclis  Sum- 
mer field. 

Educational  and  Political  Souvenirs:  Souvenirs  of  education  are 
not  lacking  as  instance  the  program  of  the  Empire  public  school  enter- 
tainment of  188(i  and  the  Carson  City  commencement  and  ball  invita- 
tion of  1902.  all  sent  by  Miss  Lamb.  Political  broadsides  are  plentiful. 
An  old  political  caricature  of  1875  is  the  grift  of  George  Brodigan.  The 
Anti-Chinese  Covenant  of  1S66  comes  from  Annie  II.  Martin.  A 
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naturalization  pap<  r  of  Robt.  Pohl  iji  1S77  keeps  company  with  Nevada 
poll-tax  receipts  of  ('.  F.  Barnhisel  in  1866  and  election  ballots  of  18G4 
and  1S70. 

Musical  and  Theatrical  Archives:  There  are  also  musical  and  theat- 
rical archives.  Songs  contributed  by  Kathryn  H.  Cousins,  Isabel 
Likens  Gates,  and  the  late  A.  G.  Spencer  are  offset  by  instrumental 
music  from  the  pen  of  J.  P.  Meder  and  Mr.  Spencer.  A  Carson  Opera 
House  poster  of  1878  from  Clara  Crisler  and  a  theatrical  scrap-book 
from  the  Hurst  family  call  to  mind  the  dramatic  development  of 
Nevada,  Miss  Crisler  also  furnishes  an  interesting  souvenir  of  the  old 
Benton  Stage  Line,  ledgers  of  the  Nevada  Stage  Company  of  the  late 
70 's  and  early  S0"s,  and  many  other  souvenirs. 

Mcrckmidising  Relics,  Maps  and  War  Relics:  For  merchandising 
there  is  the  redwood  souvenir  advertisement  of  E.  G.  Gibbs,  Milliner, 
and  the  Southern  Nevada  Mercantile  Company  five-cent  ticket.  A  map 
of  Reno  of  1S74  came  from  J.  E.  Gelder;  an  Ormsby  County  warrant 
of  1863  came  from  J.  D.  Finch.  War  materials  have  also  been  forth- 
coming, as  witness  for  example  the  copy  of  Stars  and  Stripes  from 
W.  It.  Goodwin. 

Library  Materials  by  Purchase:  By  purchase  also  as  well  as  by  gift 
the  collections  have  been  augmented  in  the  shape  of  rare  books  and 
magazines  and  by  photostat  copies  of  the  census  of  what  is  now 
Nevada  in  1S60. 

But,  in  order  to  gain  any  comprehension  of  the  scope  or  value  of 
these  collections,  Nevada  citizens  must  come  and  see  for  themselves. 

IV.    FISCAL  REPORT  FOR  1921-1922 
General  Support  Account 


Appropriation   $10,000.00 

Disbursements 

Express,  freight  and  transfer  -  $1:58.71 

Wastage   2:r>.14 

Light  water,  motor   3S5.40 

-Fuel  „  ,   S02.30 

Telephone  and  telegrams   81.72 

Printing,  binding,  half-toning   707.01 

Library  and  museum   1,090.83 

Supplies    f»9S.35 

Equipment    1.070.74 

Building  and  grounds   800.39 

Traveling    33.~i.01 

Salaries    2.922.00 

La  I  or  „  „   224.90 

 $10,000.00 

War  History  Account 

Appropriation    81,o44.87 

IvMsburseuteiits    $2."»o.oo 

F.alam-e   1.294.87 

  $l.r>44.S7 
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Certified  expenditures  for  the  Society  for  state  appropriations  have 
been  audited  by  the  Board  of  Examiners,  all  claims  having,  been  paid 
by  the  Stale  Treasurer  in  the  same  maimer  as  with  other  state  depart- 
ments. 

V.  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1923-1924 
Numerous  lines  of  work,  hitherto  untouched  or  at  best  followed  only 
in  a  desultory  fashion,  are  now  pressing  for  attention.  However,  in 
this  request  we  are  not  including-  these  branches  of  endeavor,  but  are 
hewing  close  to'  the  line,  including  only  those  features  which  must  be 
consistently  attended  to  if  the  work  is  to  be  at  all  worth  while.  Leav- 
ing aside  the  problem  of  housing — a  problem  which  the  Executive 
Council  is  now  studying — the  increased  urgent  needs  of  the  Society 
may  be  summarized  under  a  few  heads.  The  figures  showing  expendi- 
tures for  the  bienniinn  just  closed  are  particularly  inadequate  in  the 
items  of  salaries,  traveling  expenses,  printing  and  binding,  and  the 
building  up  of  the  library. 

1.  Salaries:  The  President  and  the  Executive  Council  have 
explained  in  their  report  the  problem  of  assistance  in  the  Nevada  His- 
torical Society.  In  confidence  that  the  Nevada  statesmen  of  1923  will 
appreciate  Lite  difficult  situation,  we  ask  that  enough  money  be  allowed 
for  salaries  so  that  one  full-time  worker  may  be  employed  for  the 
numerous  daily  duties  of  the  care  of  the  building  and  grounds,  escort 
of  visitors  through  the  display  rooms,  clerical  work,  errands,  some 
parts  of  cataloging,  and  such  other  tasks  as  may  be  expected  of  a  non- 
professional worker;  also  that  at  least  a  part-time  worker  of  some 
profession;]  1  skill  and  judgment  be  allowed  for  assistance  with  those 
more  intricate  phases  of  the  work  which  have  hitherto  fallen  wholly 
upon  the  Secretary,  except  on  two  rare  occasions  when  unusual  talent, 
has  for  a  brief  period  been  furnished  without  adequate  compensation. 
In  this  category  belong  purchases ;  classification  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets; arrangement  of  museum  materials;  care  of  difficult  correspon- 
dence inclusive  of  research  in  obtaining  information  for  answering 
inquiries;  arrangements  for  special  meetings  and  exhibits;  repairs 
whieh  would  otherwise  cost  large  sums;  field  work  in  collecting  for  tie5 
library  and  museum;  talks  before  schools  and  clubs;  assistance  in 
editing  volumes  of  papers;  press  notices  and  articles;  and  those 
numerous  small  problems  which  arise  from  day  to  day  in  an  institution 
of  this  sort.  None  but  those  who  have  labored  in  the  building  of  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society  can  have  any  conception  of  the  manifold 
duties  performed  here.  With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  collections,  the 
task  of  accessioning,  cataloging  and  arranging  of  materials  becomes  a 
huge  one.  Especially  is  this  true  in  a  State  where  the  major  part  of 
publications  is  of  pamphlet  and  broadside  character.  There  are  now 
tons  of  this  material  awaiting  classification.  Given  these  two  paid 
assistants,  the  Secretary  would  then  be  able  to  adequately  supervise 
the  activities  as  a  whole  and  could  make  more  headway  in  historical 
research  and  publication,  thus  utilizing  before  it  is  too  late  the  knowl- 
edge of  Nevada  whieh  has  accumulated  during  residence  and  studies 
of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  giving  to  tie.-  schools  the  manual 
of  Nevada  history  so  much  to  be  desired. 
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2.  Publication  and  Binding:  While  many  of  the  materials  men- 
tioned above  are  being  hand-bound  by  us  in  order  to  conserve  the 
funds,  there  are  many  things  of  rare  and  permanent  value  that  should 
immediately  be  given  a  more  substantial  binding.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  money  for  this  can  be  provided. 

Historical  research  and  publication  should  be  among  the  dominant 
activities  of  any  historical  organization  in  order  that  the  materials  of 
history  may  be  made  accessible  to  the  public  in  general,  and  not  hoarded 
for  the  use  of  the  few.  Particularly  in  this  State,  where  local  historical 
material  is  so  scarce,  should  the  Society  aim  to  compile,  publish,  and 
distribute  as  much  as  possible  of  accurate  historical  information.  For 
lack  of  funds  this  phase  of  our  work  has  been  much  neglected.  In  an 
address  in  Pteno  some  years  ago  Dr.  H.  E.  Bolton  of  the  University  of 
i  'alifornia  said  : 

The  Nevada  Historical  Society  now  publishes  a  small  volume 
of  papers  once  in  two  years.  At  this  rate  little  progress  will 
be  made  toward  making  the  valuable  documents  already 
gathered  by  the  Society  available  to  students  outside  of  Reno. 
Instead  of  one  small  volume  in  two  years,  the  Society  should 
be  able  to  publish  at  least  one  good-sized  volume  each  year. 
This  would  mean  the  multiplication  of  the  publishing  activities 
of  the  Society  by  four.   And  this  should  be  the  minimum. 

&  Additions  to  the  Ltbkarv:  Since  its  establishment  in  1901  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society  has  been  building  a  library  of  Nevada  and 
American  history  for  the  use  of  students  and  especially  for  those 
engaged  in  real  historical  research.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  acquir- 
ing by  gift  many  books  bearing  upon  Nevada,  as  well  as  some  written 
by  Nevada  authors.  But  much  of  the  best  material  is  obtainable  only 
by  purchase  and  is  becoming  exceedingly  rare.  While  still  such  items 
••an  be  had  in  the  markets,  we  should  be  enabled  to  secure  them. 

4.  Field  Work:  In  order  to  assemble  historical  materials  pertaining 
to  Nevada  in  one  place,  it  is  necessary  that  a  representative  of  the 
Society  shall  spend  considerable  time  each  year  in  traveling,  coaxing 
from  old  attics,  and  gathering  from  deserted  buildings  or  commandeer- 
ing from  the  walls  and  whatnots  of  musty  parlors  the  precious  memen- 
toes of  our  early  history.  Surveys  should  be  made,  not  only  of  town 
and  county  archives,  but  also  of  Nevada  homes,  and  materials  that 
cannot  now  be  obtained  should  be  listed  and  the  owners  prevailed  upon 
to  make  future  bequest  to  the  state  organization.  Supervision  should 
be  given  to  county  committees  organized  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
vvork  throughout  the  year.  The  schools  should  be  visited,  and  the 
children  told  of  the  valise  of  collecting  the  ephemeral  literature  of 
their  own  community.  The  stories  of  the  Pioneers  should  be  gathered 
ere  they  go  to  their  last  earthly  sleep.  Each  day  that  goes  by  doubt- 
less sees  precious  documents  destroyed  that  can  never  be  replaced. 

The  prosecution  of  all  these  phases  of  work  is  conditioned  upon  the 
amount  of  financial  support  which  the  State  feels  able  to  afford  and 
Upon  the  cooperative  effort  of  our  state  officers  as  well  as  of  the  masses 
"1  our  citizens.    In  the  hope  that  our  joint  recommendation  may  bring 
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to  our  aid  all  that  the  State  can  rightfully  afford,  T  submit  for  your 
considerat ion  the  following:  budget : 

Estimate  of  General  Expenses  for  1923-192J 


Express,  freight,  and  transfer   $200.00 

Postage  ,   300.00 

Light,  water,  and  power   400.00 

Fuel   -  .  :„   800.00 

Telephone  and  telegrams   300.00 

Printing,  Mulling,  half-toning  -   1*500,00 

Library  and  museum  „   1,500.00 

Supplies   :  „   800.00 

Equipment   1,700.00 

Building  and  grounds  _   500*00 

Traveling   1,200.00 

Transporting  special  museum  relics1...   800.<¥» 

Salaries   0,000.00 

Labor      450.00 

 $16,250.00 


'Such  relics  a.-  Ehe  Hamilton  fire  engine  and  bells,  etc. 

]n  conclusion,  permit  me  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  we  have  not  in 
our  budget  asked  for  building  funds.  We  shall  endeavor  to  secure 
these  elsewhere.  When  once  the  State  has  given  a  proper  support,  we 
can  promise  that  the  returns  will  be  immediate  and  more  than  com- 
mensurate with  the  expenditures.  With  such  a  pledge,  I  have  the 
honor  of  submitting  for  your  consideration  the  care  of  a  struggling 
state  department. 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WIER, 

Secretary. 


VI.    WHAT  OTHERS  SAY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  HISTORICAL  SOCIETIES 

In  most  or  all  of  the  States  which  long  have  had  historical, 
societies  their  services  are  more  comprehensive  and  valuable 
than  can  be  rendered  by  an  official  state  department.  The 
society  enlists  the  interest  and  aid  of  its  large  membership 
representing  personally  many  or  all  of  the  counties  or  other 
large  districts  of  the  State:  Each  member  is  expected  to  aid 
by  gathering  details  of  the  pioneer  settlement  and  subsequent 
history  of  his  county,  township,  or  region;  by  donating 
local  publications,  mostly  pamphlets,  as  reports  of  the  schools, 
churches,  local  societies,  fairs,  etc.,  for  the  society's  library; 
by  securing  historical  relies  for  its  museum  and  portraits  of 
early  settlers  and  prominent  citizens  for  its  state  portrait 
collection,  and  by  writing  on  themes  of  the  local  history  for  its 
meetings  and  publications.  Through  invitation  and  solicita- 
tion by  the  secretary  and  other  officers  of  the  society  it  may 
thus  receive  addresses  and  papers -Oil  any  theme  of  the  state 
history,  or  that  of  any  county,  city,  town,  or  village,  by 
authors  having  accurate  knowledge,  responsibility,  and  pride 
for  the  district  or  the  subject  so  presented. 

In  their  relations  to  the  state  governments  and  to  state 
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support  by  legislative  appropriations  the  state  and  local  .his- 
torical societies  of  the  older  States  receive  little  or  no  state 
aid,  while  yet  rendering  great  service  to  the  people. 

Contrasted  with  these  eastern  historical  societies  we  have 
in  five  of  the  Western  and  Northwestern  States — namely.  Wis- 
consin. Minnesota,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas  —  societies 
which  have  long  received  nearly  all  the  means  for  their  exten- 
sive work  from  state  appropriations,  being  thus  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  other  institutions  of  public  education. 
Besides  the  collection  of  all  published  books,  pamphlets,  maps, 
etc.,  relating  to  the  state  history,  these  five  societies  gather 
the  current  newspapers  from  all  parts  of  their  respective 
States,  and  preserve  them  in  bound  volumes,  doing  this  more 
fully  than  has  been  attempted  elsewhere  in  the  United  States, 
but  similarly  with  the  British  Museum,  which  thus  preserves 
all  the  newspapers  published  in  Great  Britain.  The  newspaper 
departments  of  these  state  historical  libraries  are  priceless 
treasuries  of  material  for  future  historians,  showing  the 
development  of  these  States  and  of  their  counties  and  sepa- 
rate townships  from  their  beginnings. 

Each  of  the  States,  whether  aiding  their  historical  societies 
little  oi-  much,  is  served  continuously  and  zealously  and 
gratuitously  by  the  boards  of  officers  and  by  the  member- 
ships of  these  societies.  Several  features  of  the  service  are 
notable.  It  is  not  determined  by  political  election  or  appoint- 
ment, nor  dependent  on  changes  of  the  general  state  adminis- 
tration; it  extends  through  very  long  terms  of  membership, 
and  often  of  official  relations;  its  changes  of  officers  are 
decided  by  the  members  of  the  society  or  by  a  large  number 
of  their  representatives  forming  the  society's  council,  and 
constant  and  efficient  work  for  the  increase  of  the  library 
and  other  collections  of  the  society  is  carried  forward  by  fre- 
quent meetings  and  regular  publications. 

To  mention  finally  what  I  deem  the  highest  merit  and 
crowning  honor  of  the  local  historical  societies,  they  are 
shown  by  their  results,  extending  in  some  of  the  old  States  a 
century  or  more  and  in  the  Northwest  more  than  a  half  cen- 
tury, to  be  nobly  useful  by  t lie  discovery  and  development  of 
historical  workers,  local  antiquarians,  and  the  persons  in  every 
part  of  the  several  States  who  have  been  best  qualified  for 
historical  researches  and  for  rescuing  the  past  from  forget- 
fulness. — Warren  Upham  of  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society 
in  address  before  the  American  Historical  Association. 

Historical  societies  are.  broadly  speaking,  of  two  types, 
illustrated  by  the  Massachusetts  and  the  Wisconsin.  The 
Massachusetts  bears  the  name  of  a  great  Commonwealth,  but 
it  is  not  a  state  organization  nor  does  it  receive  a  subsidy 
from  the  State.  Its  resident  membership  is  restricted — 
originally  30,  now  100.  Membership  is  evidence  of  social 
prominence  or  of  special  achievement  in  historical  investiga- 
tion. The  society  is  a  characteristic  product  of  a  period  and 
of  a  State  in  which  higher  education  ami  similar  scientific 
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activities  were,  and  are  still,  left  mainly  to  private  initiative  " 
and  generosity.  Of  the  same  type  are  the  New  York  and  the  . 
Pennsylvania  societies,  and,  with  some  reservations,  nearly 
all  tlie  eastern  organizations.  The  Wisconsin  Historical 
Society,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  state  institution,  palatially 
housed  and  generously  supported  by  the  State.  Its  mem- 
bership is  unrestricted  save  by  the  payment  of  a  small  fee. 
Like  the  great  state  universities  of  the  West,  it  is  an  example 
of  the  wise  utilization  of  the  public  wealth  to  promote  the 
intellectual  interests  of  the  community.  But  the  contrast 
should  not  be  pressed  too  far.  The  Wisconsin  Society  is  not  a 
state  institution  in  the  sense  of  being  directly  under  official 
state  management.  Those  who  have  directed  its  affairs  have 
guarded  against  even  the  suspicion  that  politics  should  ever 
control  it.  It  is  rather  a  group  of  individuals,  organized  as 
a  corporation,  to  which  the  State  has  intrusted  the  administra- 
tion of  important  interests.  Everything  acquired  by  the 
society,  from  whatever  source,  becomes  at  once  state  prop- 
erty. Societies  of  the  same  type  avowedly  patterned  after  it, 
exist  in  Minnesota,  Kansas.  Nebraska,  and  in  several  other 
Western  States. — Henry  E.  Bourne  in  paper  read  before 
Amcrieul  Historical  Association, 

Note — The  Wisconsin  Society  is  mow  receiving  from  the  State  bien- 
nially the  sum  of  $197,000. 


STATE  OF  NEVADA 

NINTH  BIENNIAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


1923-1924 


f'VJ 


X 


THE  NEVADA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

RENO.  NEVADA 
19  2  5 


CARSON  CITY,  NEVADA 
State  Peinting  Office    :     :    Jot:  Fakxs  worth,  Super! xte  x dext 

1  9  2  5 


CONTENTS 


Page 


Letter  of  Transmittal   :  -   5 

Officers  and  County  Yiee-l'residonts  '.   0 

The  Nevada  State  Historical  Society   7 

Historical  Materials  Desired   S 

Gifts  ,   1) 

rieport  of  the  President  and  Hoard  of  Trustees  10 

lieport  of  the  Curator  I  13 

Ucj'ort  of  the  Secret  a  rv-Tre.-isui'er   -  14 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 

Reno,  Nevada.  January  1,  1925. 
To  Col.  James  G.  Scrugham,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Nevada. 

Sir*  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  I  herewith  submit  a 
report  of  the  work  of  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  for  the 
biennial  term  ending  December  31,  1924. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WJER, 

Secretary. 
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THE  NEVADA  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

(Trustee  of  the  State) 


Its  collections  consist  of  historical  materials  for  the  writing  of 
Nevada  history  and  of  a  permanent  public  exhibition  of  objects  of  his- 
torical and  educational  value. 

The  Society  as  a  State  Institution  was  created  by  an  Act  of  the 
Nevada  Legislature  of  1907,  under  the  administration  of  John  Sparks, 
Governor  of  Nevada. 

The  Society  is  composed  of  people  who  are  interested  in  preserving 
and  writing  the  history  of  this  State. 

The  institution  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  a  Board  of  Trus- 
tees chosen  by  the  members  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  officers  are 
chosen  by  the  Board,  and  serve  both  as  officers  of  the  board  and  of  the 
Society.  The  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer,  and 
Members  of  the  Board  serve  without  compensation. 

The  Society  is  supported  by  funds  appropriated  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  biennially  and  by  membership  dues  and  gifts. 

The  building  of  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  was  provided 
by  the  State  through  an  Act  of  the  Nevada  Legislature  of  1911.  under 
the  administration  of  Tasker  L.  Oddie,  Governor  of  Nevada.  It  was 
opened  to  the  public  in  the  summer  of  1913. 

The  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  is  a  free  institution  and  offers 
to  the  masses  a  means  of  recreation,  of  popular  instruction,  of  mental 
improvement,  of  development  in  patriotism  and  historical-mindedness. 
To  the  student  and  scholar  it  offers  materials  for  research. 

The1  Nevada  State  Histrieat  Society  building  is  becoming  a  center 
for  the  cultural  activities  in  western  Nevada. 

The  building  is  freely  open  to  the  public  for  a  part  of  each  day. 


HISTORICAL  MATERIALS  DESIRED  BY  THE  NEVADA 
STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


The  aim  of  the  Society  is  to  collect  everything  that  can  in  any  way 
throw  light  upon  the  history  of  Nevada  from  its  earliest  occupation  to 
the  present  clay. 

Material,  which  is  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  individual  who  possesses 
it,  often  becomes  priceless  in  importance  when  incorporated  as  a  part 
of  a  library  of  reference  or  a  museum  showing  the  chronological  devel- 
opment of  a  State. 

With  a  view  to  encouraging  the  contribution  of  such  material,  the 
Society  submits  herewith  a  list  of  things  desired: 

Books  and  pamphlets  relating  to  Nevada. 

Books  and  pamphlets  written  by  Nevadans. 

Manuscripts— Any  original  documents  containing  accounts  of  the 
early  settlements  of  Nevada.  Old  letters,  journals  and  accounts 
written  by  pioneers  are  especially  desired. 

Official  state,  county,  and  city  reports  and  documents. 

Reports  of  boards,  commissions,  educational  and  other  institutions. 

Reports  of  societies  and  organizations. 

Nevada  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

Portraits  of  distinguished  citizens  or  old  settlers;  autographs,  medals. 

coins,  souvenirs. 
Mineral  specimens. 
Prehistoric  remains : 

Archeological*  such  as  fossils. 

Anthropological,  such  as  Indian  skeletons  and  artefacts. 
Modern  Indian  relics — Pottery,  arrow  points,  costumes,  baskets, 
ornaments,  etc. 

Household  materials  and  wearing  apparel  illustrating  pioneer  days. 

Church  history  relics. 

Relics  of  early  schools. 

Old-fashioned,  j e w el  ry . 

Early  musical  instruments. 

Early  hand-made  tools  and  furniture. 

Early  agricultural  implements. 

Old-style  surgical  instruments. 

Pharmaceutical  history  materials. 

Militia  and  war  relics. 

Materials  illustrating  our  political  history. 
Relics  of  logging  days. 
Relics  of  early  stock-raising. 
Old-style  fire  fighting  paraphernalia. 
Articles  connected  with  early  railways. 
Articles  illustrating  early  banking  methods. 
Articles  used  in  gambling,  prize-fights,  etc. 

The  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  cordially  invites  all  persons 
to  assist  it  in  developing  a  great  state  historical  library  and  museum. 

All  donations  or  loans  will  be  fully  credited  to  the  donors  or  Lenders. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Nevada  Historical 
Society,  Reno,  Nevada. 


GIFTS 

If  yon  have  a  cherished  memento  which  yon  do  not  care  to  part  with 
during  your  lifetime,  but  which  you  wish  to  have  preserved  after  your 
death,  do  not  trust  to  chance  that  it  will  be  donated  to  the  Historical 
Society  by  a  friend  or  relative.    Make  a  will  now  to  that  effect. 

FORM  OF  GIFT  OR  BEQUEST  TO  THE  NEVADA  STATE 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  "Nevada  State  Historical 
Society,*'  Reno,  Nevada,   


Endowments  and  gifts  of  money  to  be  applied  to  general  or  specific 
purposes  are  received  as  well  as  bequests  in  object-matter  of  all  kinds 
that  come  within  the  scope  of  the  library  and  museum. 

The  constant  care  of  the  collections  must  commend  the  Historical 
Library  and  Museum  as  a  desirable  repository  for  cherished 
mementoes. 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION 

Gifts,  to  the  extent  of  fifteen  per  cent  of  total  income,  and  bequests 
of  any  extent  to  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  are  exempt  from 
federal  taxation,  under  the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1918. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
OF  THE  NEVADA  STATE   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Hon.  James  G.  Scruqham,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  law,  hereby  is  made  to  you  a  report  of  the  trans- 
actions of  Nevada  Stat*1  Historical  Society  'for  the  biehnium  ending 
with  the  year  1924,  accompanied  by  the  reports  of  the  Curator  and 
of  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Prom  these  last-named  reports  you  will  be  able  to  glean  information 
as  to  the  real  workings  of  the  Society.  All  that  the  Board  of  Trustees 
seeks  to  accomplish  in  its  report  is  to  call  attention  to  the  larger 
developments  and  needs  of  the  institution,  and  to  express  appreciation 
of  the  support  heretofore  so  generously  accorded. 

In  the  matter  or  organization  an  important  change  has  been  made 
since  our  last  report,  In  the  year  1901  the  Nevada  Historical  Society 
was  formed  as  a  voluntary  association.  It  soon  grew  to  have  hun- 
dreds of  members  active  in  its  work,  rendering  gratuitous  service  for 
the  benefit  of  the  State. 

In  February,  1923,  in  accordance  with  the  previous  recommendation 
of  its  Council  and  after  due  consideration,  the  Society  incorporated 
according  to  the  laws  of  Nevada  and  under  the  name,  "Nevada  State 
Historical  Society,"  with  a  governing  Board  of  Trustees,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  superseding  the  former  Nevada  Historical  Society,  unin- 
corporated. The  work  of  the  Society  is  of  an  educational  nature  and 
includes  briefly  the  following  objects  and  purposes: 

(1)  The  collection  and  preservation  of  historical  material. 

(2)  The  publication  of  historical  data  of  permanent  interest  and 
value  to  the  State. 

(3)  The  inculcation  of  patriotism  in  furnishing  the  schools  and 
University  with  historical  data  illustrating  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  State  and  the  sacrifices  and  hardships  of  its  pioneers. 

(4)  All  other  services  and  functions  entrusted  and  required  by  law. 
All  such  purposes  are  set  forth  in  greater  detail  in  Article  Hi  of  the 
Articles  of  Incorporation  of  the  Society. 

In  the  matter  of  housing,  tin.1  Board  has  found  it  necessary  to  con- 
struct a  temporary  shed  to  shelter  some  of  the  larger  exhibits  which 
have  been  donated  during  the  biennium.  The  necessary  growth  in 
ihe  presentations  to  and  accumulations  by  the  Society  of  valued  relics, 
curios,  books,  manuscripts  and  articles  of  an  historic  and  educational 
nature  creates  a  more  urgent  need  for  a  larger  building  in  which  to 
store  and  exhibit  the  collections. 

As  a  state-wide  institution  we  also  feel  that  the  new  building  should 
be  situated  with  reference  to  its  usefulness  for  all  citizens  and  all  time, 
and  that  it  should  be  so  planned  as  to  provide  for  an  art  gallery  as 
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well  as  museum  and  historical  library.  A  fireproof  building  costing 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  not  be  too  large  for  our  actual 
needs.  If  the  present  condition  of  State  finances  will  not  permit 
such  a  structure,  even  upon  long-term  bonds,  some  temporary  relief 
from  the  existing  congestion  might  be  afforded  by  allowing  the 
Society  a  permanent  appropriation  of  at  least  one-half  of  one  cent  on 
each  hundred  dollars  of  the  taxable  valuation  of  the  property  in  the 
State;  any  of  the  money  received  therefrom  in  excess  of  the  amount 
required  for  necessary'  current  expenses  to  be  available  for  the  con- 
struction of  temporary  or  permanent  housing  for  the  overflow  collec- 
tion. Even  with  the  great  personal  service  by  the  Secretary  in  hand- 
ling the  heavy  correspondence  and  managing  all  details  without  com- 
pensation, the  necessary  current  expenses  of  the  Society  require  at 
least  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  annually,  not  including 
funds  for  desired  archaeological  or  anthropological  investigation,  so 
that  with  such  a  levy  a  few  thousand  dollars  would  become  available 
in  the  course  of  time  for  such  construction.  A  much  larger  amount 
could  be  used  to  great  advantage. 

In  addition  to  usual  maintenance  expenses,  the  city  of  Reno  lias 
not  been  paid  for  paving  University  Avenue  in  front  of  the  land  owned 
by  the  State  and  occupied  by  the  Historical  Society.  It  is  contem- 
plated that  Ninth  Street,  adjoining  this  land,  will  be  paved  in  the 
spring  of  1925.  Under  an  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  fund:; 
appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  Society  cannot  properly  be  used 
for  paving  expenditures.  We  trust  that  in  accordance  with  the 
custom  under  which  the  State  has  heretofore  paid  for  paving  streets 
adjacent  to  State  property  the  Legislature  will  wish  to  provide  for 
payment  to  the  city  of  Reno  for  the  paving  so  done  and  for  that  con- 
templated upon  its  completion. 

The  Board  lias  followed  with  deep  interest  the  efforts  made  by  your- 
self and  others  in  the  matter  of  .  archaeological  and  anthropological 
explorations.  Handicapped  as  this  institution  has  always  been  for 
revenues,  this  field  of  work  has  been  inadequately  cared  for,  although 
we  point  with  pride  to  the  considerable  prehistoric  and  Indian  relies 
amassed  thus  far.  We  wish  to  express  our  satisfaction  in  your  determi- 
nation to  recommend  this  Museum  as  a  depository  for  collections  that 
may  come  to  the  State  through  the  work  of  outside  excavators.  We 
keenly  feel  that  in  a  State  of  our  small  popular  ion  and  limited  resources 
a  serious  mistake  would  be  made  in  dividing  even  temporarily  museum 
collections  or  the  financial  support  in  aid  thereof.  At  best  the 
strictest  economy  will  always  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  various 
and  growing  needs  of  this  educational  movement,  and  it  should  have 
nothing  less  than  all  that  Nevada  has  to  spare  for  this  type  of  work. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  is  hopeful.  Not  alone  are  individuals 
taking  a  keener  interest  in  the  efforts  of  the  Society,  but  powerful 
organizations  such  as  the  Nevada  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  are 
lending  their  aid  toward  the  collection  of  historical  data.  If  money 
■•an  be  provided  to  insure  reasonable  aid  to  the  workers  in  charge,  we 
anticipate  a  remarkable  growth  in  the  next  few  years  in  the  work  of 
the  Society. 

We  fully  approve  the  recommendations  of  the  Curator  and  of  the 
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Secretary-Treasurer  and  we  trust  that  the  financial  estimates  prepared 
by  those  officers  will  have  the  support  of  yourself  and  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)    G.  Jb\  TALBOT,  President. 
Em viet  D.  Boyle, 
H.  E.  Reid, 
W.  J.  Harris, 

B.  I).  BlLLINGHURST, 

Mrs.  Anthony  IItjffaker, 
James  D.  Finch, 

C.  F.  Cutts, 

Board  of  Trustees. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CURATOR 


G&L.  James  G.  Scrtgham,  Governor  of  Xcvoda. 

Sir  :  As  one  looks  over  the  crowded  eases  in  the  Museum  of  the 
Nevada  State  Historical  Society  he  feels  that  the  straggling  efforts  of 
its  early  pioneer  days  are  gone,  so  spLendid  is  the  collection  of  real 
museum  relies. 

The  busy  months  of  the  two  years  just  past,  have  brought  to  the 
collection  many  interesting  and  valuable  accessions. 

Not  only  is  the  display  proving  of  real  interest  and  entertainment 
to  the  chance  visitor  from  home  and  abroad,  but  the  public  schools  are 
coming  to  recognize  that  in  this  Museum  is  a  practical  and  helpful 
educational  factor  in  furnishing  an  opportunity  to  visualize  history, 
geography  and  natural  wonders  through  these  very  splendid  tangible 
objects.  With  a  helpful  sympathy  and  cooperation  of  teachers  and 
educational  leaders  this  public  service  can  be  extended  in  its  practical 
usefulness. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  institution  to  act  as  a  depository  for  secur- 
ing and  preserving  historical  and  art  objects;  to  display  in  as  attrac- 
tive, a  manner  as  possible,  either  by  objects  or  pictures,  the  natural 
wonders  of  nature,  so  that  they  may  be  the  means  of  instruction  and 
recreation  to  all  who  may  eome  to  see.  Inadecpiate  as  the  present 
building  and  equipment  are  to  effectively  display  the  treasures  shown, 
the  important  thing  has  been  done  in  conserving  so  very  many  interest- 
ing objects.  The  citizens  of  the  State  may  well  be  proud  of  the  work 
so  far  done  in  laying  the  foundation  of  so  valuable  and  important  a 
collection.  But  the  omVers  of  the  institution  can  always  find  room 
for  new  gifts,  and  will  gladly  welcome  the  assistance  of  the  public 
throughout  the  State  in  collecting  everything  that  can  in  any  May  shed 
light  upon  the  history  of  Nevada  from  the  earliest  of  Indian  days  to 
the  present  time. 

In  closing,  permit  me  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Nevada  people 
through  this  report  to  you.  Do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  some 
particular  material  has  no  special  value.  It  may  be  most  important 
historically  when  added  to  the  collection  we  now  possess.  So  let  us 
care  for  the  old  photographs  and  periodicals  you  may  have  kept  for 
many  years.  Send  us  any  official,  town,  or  county  reports  and  docu- 
ments, as  well  as  old  letters  of  early  pioneers  that  may  be  hidden  away" 
in  old  trunks  or  boxes.  We  shall  consider  as  real  treasures  Indian 
relics,  pottery,  costumes,  ornaments,  portraits  of  distinguished  citizens, 
or  old  settlers,  as  well  as  war  relics,  medals,  and  souvenirs.  Not  only 
in  this  way  can  you  assist  in  creating  a  givat  State  Museum,  but  you 
will  give  pleasure  to  others  by  displaying  your  treasures.  Every  gift 
will  be  promptly  acknowledged  and  full  credit  given.  This  Museum 
is  a  free  State  institution,  offering  to  the  public  the  means  of  recrea- 
tion and  educational  improvement.  \Ye  earnestly  ask  your  kindly 
interest  and  hearty  cooperation  in  making  it  of  finer  and  better  service 
to  all  the  State. 

CHARLES  F.  CUTTS, 

Curd  tor. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Office  of  the  State  Historical  Society, 
Rexo,  Xevada,  January  1,  1925. 

Col.  James  G.  Scrugiiam,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  1  lie  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  herewith 
submits  a  report  of  the  transactions  and  work  of  this  organization  : 

I.    OB.1ECTS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  objects  of  this  Society  are  three  fold  :  First  and  most  important, 
to  bring  to  one  centrally  located  place  and  there  to  preserve  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  antecedents  of  every  phase  of  development  in 
Xevada;  second,  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  studies  which  will  use 
this  information  to  facilitate  the  further  development  of  the  State; 
third,  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  the  resources  and  advantages  of 
Xevada  to  citizens  of  other  States  and  to  diffuse  within  this  Common- 
wealth a  knowledge  of  those  factors  which  are  related  to  the  future 
material  and  moral  progress  of  the  State.  Tn  other  words,  its  work 
is  preservative,  digestive,  and  distributive.  Its  methods  of  action  are 
through  library,  museum,  publieat ions,  county  committees,  affiliated 
organizations,  and  gratuitous  service  in  consultation  and  advice. 

II.    THE  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  THE  LEGISLATURE 

OF  1923 

Twelve  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  general  historical 
work  of  t lie  biennium.  The  Joint  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
expressed  itself  to  the  officer!)  as  appreciative  of  the  need  for  a  perma- 
nent fireproof  building  to  house  tin4  collections,  and  regretted  that 
funds  were  not  available  to  meet  the  need  at  that  time. 

III.    ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  1923-1924 

1.  Work  of  Publication:  In  January  of  1923  the  Eighth  Biennial 
Report  of  the  Society  was  issued  from  the  State  Printing  Office.  Pres- 
sure of  other  features  of  our  work,  and  the  large  amount  of  editorial 
labor  needed  in  the  preparation  of  the  materials  for  the  new  volume 
of  historical  papers  delayed  its  publication  until  late  in  the  fail  of 
1112-1,  at  which  time  the  congestion  in  the  State  Printing  Office  ren- 
dered impossible  the  printing  of  this  volunm  at  that  place.  It  was 
therefore  handled  by  a  Reno  linn.  However  the  printing  would  not 
have  been  done  free  of  charge  at  the  State  Printing  Office,  and  the 
binding,  illustrations  and  extra  expense  of  book  paper  would  have 
been  an  additional  charge  wherever  printed.  The  remaining  cost  of 
publication  is  offset  by  the  saving  of  the  salary  of  an  extra  worker 
had  thi1  Secretary  not  waited  for  opportunity  to  edit  it  free  of  charge. 
The  new  volume,  entitled  "'\Yvada  State  Historical  Society  Papers, 
Vol.  IV."  is  a  five-hundred  pa^e  bonk,  carrying  eighty-three  illustra- 
tions, most  of  which  are  reproductions  of  rare  old  maps  and  pictures 
owned  by  the  Society.    Besides  the  usual  memorial  papers  it  contains 
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two  critically  written  monographs,  one  by  David  E.  \Y.  Williamson  on 
the  topic  "'When  Major  Ormsby  was  Killed,"  and, "the  other  by  Miss 
Annie  Estelle  Prouty  on  "The  Development  of  Reno  in  Relation  to  its 
Topography."  The  longest  single  paper  gives  the  reminiscences  of 
Ben.  F.  Miller  in  ''The  Making  of  Nevada,''  an  article  devoted  chiefly 
to  White  Pine  County.  Short  thrilling  desert  and  Indian  stories  of 
real  life  are  related  by  Attorney  Jackson  II.  Ralston  and  Mrs.  Susie 
Armstrong  DeWitt  Bieber;  a  reminiscent  account  of  '"Early  Theat- 
rical Attractions  in  Carson"  is  offered  by  Mrs.  Sam  P.  Davis.  A  group 
of  high-school  themes  on  Nevada  history  touches  on  the  widely  sepa- 
rated areas  of  Virginia  City,  Jarbidge,  Paradise  Valley  and  the  Virgin 
River.  The  book  is  presented  to  the  public  with  the  belief  that,  in 
spite  of  errors  which  have  inadvertently  crept  into  the  work,  it  adds 
a  valuable  historical  contribution  to  Nevada  history. 

2.  Work  or  Aerangemext:  The  card  accession  list  has  been  brought 
up  to  date  for  both  Library  and  Museum  so  that  a  complete  history  of 
the  collections  is  available  in  this  form.  Progress  lias  also  been  made 
in  the  cataloging  of  the  library  according  to  the  Dewey  decimal  system. 
In  a  building  that  seemed  full  to  overflowing  even  at  the  beginning  of 
the  b'iennium  our  skilled  Curator,  Mr.  C.  F.  Cutis,  has  by  constant 
rearrangement  found  room  for  many  new  things.  In  order  to  husband 
our  money  many  of  the  current  newspaper  files  have  been  sewed  and 
bound  at  home. 

3.  Housing:  In  order  to  care  for  the  larger  accessions  such  as  old 
lire  engines,  ox  carts,  etc.,  a  shed  has  been  built  between  the  brick 
building  and  the  annex  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
As  a  protection  from  the  weather  and  from  souvenir  hunters  it  tem- 
porarily answers  the  purpose. 

4.  Permanent  Equipment:  A  few  new  museum  show-cases,  a  steel 
book-case  and  two  steel  cabinets  have  been  found  indispensable  in 
placing  the  new  contributions. 

5.  MEETINGS:  Li  addition  to  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  tie.1  annual  session  of  the  Society,  a  number  of  special 
meetings  of  each  has  ben  held  in  connection  with  the  matter  of  incor- 
poration, and  more  recently  with  respect  to  the  problem  of  a  larger 
more  permanent  building. 

The  former  subject  is  treated  more  fully  in  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  and  the  latter  topic  will  be  discussed  under  recommenda- 
tion for  1925-1926.  After  the  annual  business  meeting  on  April  21, 
1924,  an  interesting  program  was  rendered.  Mrs.  Alice  A.  Chism  gave 
a  talk  on  the  history  of  the  Congressional  Church  in  Reno,  Mrs.  Fanny 
G.  Hazlett  related  her  experiences  in  the  Nevada  of  the  sixties,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Gracey,  dean  of  the  pioneers,  told  of  Virginia  City  in  its 
beginnings  and  also  sang  the  old  song  '"Washoe."  Other  musical 
numbers  were  furnished  by  Mrs.  P.  (i.  Whiting  and  by  Miss  Florence 
Billiiighurst,  the  latter  playing  the  Hank  Monk  Sehottische,  composed 
by  Mr.  J.  P.  Meder,  on  the  piano  formerly  owned  by  one  of  the  Meder 
families  in  Carson  City. 

Gatherings  of  special  groups  have  been  held  in  the  Historical  Build- 
ing from  time  to  time  during  the  hiennium.  The  Latimer  Art  Club 
purposes  to  hold  here  an  annual  exhibit  and  to  cooperate  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  permanent  art  gallery  for  the  State.    Special  exhibitions 
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of  rare  old  pain-ting's  and  etchings  have  also  boon  made.  Fraternal 
and  social  organizations  such  as  the  P.  E.  0.,  the  Monday  Cltrb  and 
others  have  from  time  to  time  made  use  of  the  building  and  the 
collections. 

The  working  officials  of  the  Society  have  on  numerous  occasions 
provided  special  programs  and  lectures  in  the  field.  Especially  has 
Curator  Cults  been  active  in  this  direction.  In  1923  he  addressed  the 
Teachers'  Institutes  at  Tonopah  and  Carson  City  and  the  various  ser- 
vice clubs  in  Reno.  In  1924  he  continued  the  latter  work  and  gave 
the  Admission  Day  address  in  Elko.  The  Secretary  has -for  two  suc- 
cessive years  furnished  an  annual  talk  for  the  Monday  Club,  first,  on 
the  "Landmarks  of  Nevada,"  and  second,  "High  Spots  of  Nevada  His- 
tory/' 

6.  Organization  Changes:  Besides  "incorporation"  previously 
mentioned,  two  special  fields  of  activity  have  been  given  the  advantage 
of  better  organization.  The  Board  of  Trustees  in  1924  created  a 
branch  known  as  the  Division  of  Archaeology  and  Anthropology  witli 
Governor  Scrugham  in  charge.  To  press  the  matter  of  suitable  monu- 
ments for  historic  sites  in  Nevada,  the  Board  appointed  a  standing 
committee  consisting  of  David  E.  W.  Williamson,  L.  N.  Clark,  and  W. 
S.  Boyle,  it  is  understood  that  the  initial  work  of  this  committee  is 
to  be  the  marking  of  the  grave  of  Major  W.  M.  Ormsbv  in  Virginia 
City. 

Though  not  a  branch  of  the  Society,  the  Nevada  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs  has  been  working  in  cooperation  through  the  establish- 
ment of  a  department  of  history,  with  Mrs.  Anthony  Huffaker  as 
chairman.  Under  this  supervision  an  essay  contest  was  held  in  the 
high  schools  of  the  State  resulting  in'  over  one  hundred  papers  being 
sent  to  the  committee  on  the  early  pioneer  life  of  Nevada.  Many 
valuable  and  interesting  events  of  State  growth  were  recorded.  Four 
of  those  papers  have  been  included  in  the  Historical  Society's  Papers 
published  tliis  year. 

7.  Work  of  General  Collection  :  During  the  biennium  this  State 
institution  has  been  the  recipient  of  many  valuable  items,  chiefly  tin1 
gifts.  In  a  few  instances  the  contributions  have  come  as  loans  rather 
than  gifts  from  interested  members,  and  friends.  Mention  can  be 
made  of  only  a  few  typical  contributions  by  way  of  illustration. 

In  the  field  of  prehistory  the  American  native  and  his  artefacts  are 
represented  by  a  collection  of  Indian  grinding  stones,  mineral.- paint, 
arrow  heads,  etc..  collected  by  Judge  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Talbot  in  Spanish 
Springs  Valley;  stone  mortars  and  nictates  from  Leland  Persing, 
Mrs.  I].  P.  -Jones,  Martin  Lund,  and  YV.  M.  Jackson;  an  Indian  knife 
from  Ceo.  A.  Barrett;  an  Alaskan  firestone,  Indian  arrowheads  and 
fragments  of  pottery  from  the  cave  near  Belmont,  and  a  petroglyph 
showing  the  coiled  rattlesnake  marking  from  the  George  Webster 
ranch  near  Yerington,  all  collected  by  Curator  C.  P.  Cutts;  a  relief 
map  showing  the  site  of  petroglyphs  in  Washoe  County  made  by  tin1 
Eastern  Anthropologist,  T.  X.  Clark'1;  a  huge  Indian  rabbit  not  of 
wild  hem])  made  at  Walker  River  sixty  years  ago  and  secured  through 
the  aid  of  Superintendent  Creel;  a  number  of  miscellaneous  baskets 
and  water  jugs  and  the  splendid  collection  of  Superintendent  Creel 
consisting  of  baskets,  bead  work  and  curios,  in  all  totaling  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  items  and  forming  a  magnificent  memorial  to 
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his  long  efficient  years  of  service  in  ih£  fiidian  department.  Two 
boxes  of  specimens  from  the  Lovelock  burial  cave  have  also  been 
added  to  the  already  extensive  exhibit  secured  from  there  some  ten 
years  ago.  The  former  having  recently  been  returned  from  the  Museum 
of  the  American  Indian  in  New  York,  whose  representative.  Dr.  W.  R. 
Harrington,  lias  been  excavating  in  the  cave  during  the  summer  of 
1924.  Through  the  negotiations  of  Governor  Serugham  an  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  with  the  excavators  to  place  in  the  Nevada  Museum 
a  part  of  all  specimens  found. 

Closely  associated  with  the  field  of  anthropology  is  that  of  archae- 
ology and  paleontology.  The  State  Museum  already  was  possessed  of 
numerous  fine  specimens  of  this  nature  and  the  biennium  has  added 
many  others,  such  as  small  fossil  animals  from  Parrau  and  Yerington, 
the  latter  the  gift  of  J.  J.  Kelley;  the  bones  of  a  prehistoric  animal  at 
Yerington  sent  by  All's.  Mary  Gage  of  Wellington  ;  fossil  leaves  in 
sandstone  from  near  Verdi,  the  gift  of  Dr.  Henry  Albert;  petrified 
wood  from  Rawhide,  collected  by  the  Curator;  a  mineral  deposit  from 
the  ridge  above  Steamboat  Springs  with  embedded  title-,  presented  by 
Dr.  W.  II.  Hood ;  Lehman  Caves  formations  from  C.  T.  Rhodes :  and 
an  old  chart  of  prehistoric  footprints  at  the  State  Penitentiary  show- 
ing these  markings  before  the  lapse  of  time  had  obliterated  the  greater 
number  of  them. 

In  the  held  of  milling  the  Society  has  been  fortunate  in  both  the 
library  and  museum  departments.  Mrs,  D.  B.  Huntley,  widow  of 
Prof.  Huntley,  at  one  time  in  charge  of  the  Mackay  School  of  Alines 
of  our  own  University,  very  generously  gave  to  the  Historical  Society 
many  mining  books  and  magazines,  inclusive  of  a  file  of  the  Mining 
and  Scientific  Press  from  1873-1880  as  well  as  the  twentieth  century 
numbers  of  the  same  journal.  Prof.  Huntley's  notebooks  used  at  the 
University  in  1909  to  1910  were  also  acquired,  as  well  as  a  miscel- 
laneous library  of  old  ami  quaint  books.  The  thanks  of  our  organiza- 
tion are  due  not  alone  to  Mrs.  Huntley,  but  also  to  Mr.  F.  M.  DeWitt. 
of  Oakland,  who  first  brought  the  Society  in  touch  with  Airs.  Huntley, 
and  who  gave  valuable  assistance  to  the  Secretary  in  packing  and  ship- 
ping the  library  from  Oakland  to  Reno.  Another  large  mining  acces- 
sion has  come  from  an  eastern  book  firm  in  the  shape  of  eighty-five 
pamphlets  and  manuscripts  including  reports  of  once  famous  Nevada 
mining  companies  of  the  60 's  and  70 's  and  the  reports  of  such  mining 
engineers  as  Adelberg  and  Raymond  on  many  of  these  properties. 
Among  them  is  the  report  of  the  Savage  for  1871,  the  Yellow  Jacket 
for  1868,  the  Con.  Virginia  for  1876,  the  Chollar  Potosi  for  1871, 
the  Raymond  and  Elv  for  1875,  and  the  Excelsior  Claim  on  Treasurer 
Hill  for  1869. 

In  the  Museum  the  Dr.  Schneider  mineral  collection  from  Eureka 
occupies  a  prominent  place,  while  samples  of  borax  from  Death  Valley, 
and  alum,  99  per  cent  pure,  from  Esmeralda  County  are  the  gifts  of 
Hon.  Thos.  H.  Hayes.  Marble  samples  from  Carrara  were  added 
by  Mrs.  E.  F.  Jones;  a  glass  tube  with  ores  from  the  different  levels 
of  Ruby  Hills  Consolidated  of  Eureka  came  from  Mrs.  Preen;  a  photo 
of  the  Comstoek  Mines  Company  mill  at  American  Plat  was; presented 
by  the  Curtis  Photo  Company;  minerals  from  Las  Vegas,  and  salt  and 
souvenirs  from  the  Desert  Crystal  Salt  Company  works  at  White 
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Plains,  operated  hi  the  6Q's  and  70  *s,  were  secured  by  Curator  Cults. 
Of  unusual  interest  is  the  framed  lithograph  known  as  TreadwelCs 
Birds  Eye  V  iew  of  the  Comstoek  mines  and  vicinity  about  1875,  pre- 
sented by  Harry  F.  Wooley.  The  stock  certificate  collection  has  also 
been  enlarged  by  Mrs.  Edith  Harrington,  A.  II.  Dalton.  and  others, 
while  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Miners'  Union  of  Virginia 
City  has  come  from  E.  11  Yeringtou.  Mr.  Dalton  also  donated  a 
check  of  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce  in  New  York  for  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Manhattan  Silver  Mining  Company  of  Nevada, 
1869. 

There  'has  been  added  to  the  mumismatic  collection  a  box  of  old 
coins  by  Ed  Malley,  an  English  gold  coin  by  Senator  E.  E.  Smith,  an 
English  gold  sovereign  found  at  Genoa  and  presented  by  Dr.  Geo. 
McKenzie,  and  a  copper  penny  of  Prince  Edwards  Island  found  in  the 
clothing  of  a  man  who  had  perished  in  northern  Clark  County,  and 
presented  by  Governor  Scrughani.  Checks  of  the  Agency  of  the  Bank 
of  California  at  Gold  Hill  and  Virginia  City  and  also  of  Wells  Fargo 
and  Company  at  Virginia  City  were  presented  by  Win.  S.  Boyle.  A 
Dclamar  Gold  Mining  Company  token  for  merchandise  came  from  A.  II. 
Johnson,  and  a  commemorative  silver  medal  awarded  to  Nevada  by 
P.  P.  I.  E.  in  1915,  came  from  Governor  Serugham. 

Church  Idstory  in  Nevada  has  been  visualized  by  the  addition  of 
a  melodeon  from  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Virginia 
City,  and  an  old  communion  set  from  Eureka,  both  received  through 
the  aid  of  Rev.  Linn. 

In  tin1  field  of  government  and  politics  large  numbers  of  both  old 
and  current  county  and  State  reports  have  been  added  to  the  library 
as  well  as  much  political  local  literature.  Of 'especial  interest  is  the 
T.  J.  Bell  copy  of  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  Nevada  Senate  given  by 
th^  Hon.  Chas.  D.  Keough  ;  Nevada  Supreme  Court  Reports  and  law 
books  came  from  T.  II.  Dalton  and  C.  A.  Eddy:  Kent's  Commentaries, 
1832,  from  W.  S.  Boyle;  and  the  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Miner- 
alogist, 1866.  from  J.  E.  Eekley.  From  Hon.  Maurice  J.  Sullivan, 
representing  the  Thirty-First  Legislature,  came  a  copy  of  the  Reso- 
lutions of  Respect  for  .James  L.  Butler  and  A.  W.  Keddie,  passed  in 
1923;  L.  L.  Green  sent  the  commission  of  Geo.  A.  Green  of  Esmeralda 
as  County  Commissioner,  signed  by  -lames  W.  Nye  in  I860,  while  the 
signature  of  the  same  Territorial  Governor  is  seen  on  a  commission 
issued  to  Alfred  Helm  as  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Nevada  in 
1864.  and  saved  by  P.  B.  Ellis.  A  miscellaneous  collection  of  dupli- 
cate legal  papers  from  Lander  County  is  the  gift  of  Bert  Aeree,  while 
the  District  Court  record  book  of  Humboldt  County  in  1864  comes 
from  J.  W.  Davey.  From  Judge  Frank  Norcross  came  two  copies  of 
the  territorial  newspaper,  the  Virginia  Daily  Union,  of  186:3.  contain- 
ing Supreme  Court  decisions  of  Chief  -Justice  Turner  and  Associate 
Justice  Molt.  Very  important  for  historical  research  is  the  schedule 
of  the  census  in  that  part  of  Utah  which  is  now  Nevada.  This  census 
was  made  in  1860.  and  was  received  by  us  from  Washington,  1).  C. 
In  the  Museum  is  Governor  Stevenson's  sword  from  Mrs.  Hal  Mighels; 
the  first  official  flag  of  Nevada  from  Col.  Harry  Day;  a  pennant  of  the 
Coolidge  and  Dawes  Lincoln  Tour,  1 ! ) 24 ,  from  Wm.  Lunsford,  and  a 
Coolidge-Dawes  campaign  thimble  from  Mrs.  F.  0.  Norton,  obtained 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Republican  Women's  Club  held  at  the  George 
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Afingfielct  liolne  September  27,  1924.  Old  papers  from  the  corner- 
stone box  of  the  old  court-house  at  Winnenrueca  were  sent  by  A.  F. 
Trousdale  and  help  to  mark  the  progress  of  county  development.  A 
picture  of  the  Thirty-First  Legislature  was  presented  by  Hon.  Thos. 
II.  Hayes.  The  box  for  holding  legal  papers  used  by  Abe  Curry  while 
Superintendent  of  tie1  AI i 1 1 1  came  from  Miss  Annie  H.  Martin. 

Fraternal  and  other  social  history  is  represented  by  numerous 
badges,  rings,  regalia,  dance  and  theatre  programs  and  announcements 
coming  from  Senator  T.  T.  Fairehild.  of  Tuscarora.  Mrs.  Marie  Sum- 
merrield,  Dr.  M.  A.  Robinson.  Gar  Edwards,  and  E.  ]).  Vanderlieth  of 
Reno,  L.  A.  Weller  of  Austin.  G.  W.  Brady  of  Winnemueea,  and 
others.  The  banner  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  of  Gold  Hill, 
organized  in  1872,  together  with  the  first  Irish  flag  carried  in  Storey 
Comity  is  the  gift  of  AY.  $'.  Boyle,  an  indefatigable  collector  for  the 
Society.  The  Masonic  apron  of  Trenmor  Coffin,  Sr.,  as  also  his  law- 
office  sign,  have  come  to  the  collection  through  Mrs.  Marie  Summer-field. 

A  variety  of  old  weapons  introduces  the  visitor  to  the  "sports" 
division.  A  faro  layout  used  in  the  Northern  Saloon  at  Goldlicld  in 
1904  is  the  gift  of  lion.  Frank  Davison,  while  George  AVingfield 
donated  the  claw  and  tooth  of  the  last  grizzly  killed  in  the  Sierras, 
in  1908.  by  A.  E.  (Shorty)  Kane  on  the  Nevada  side  of  Lake  Tahoe. 
A  hand  auger  used  in  a,  Carson  City  saloon  for  boring  barrels  is  the 
gift  of  "Doc."  Benton. 

For  scientific  progress  there  is  a  group  of  the  first  X-ray  pictures 
made  in  Nevada,  in  1898,  by  Professor  N.  E.  Wilson,  and  the  photos 
of  the  lethal-gas  cell  presented  by  the  Curtis  Studio.  Governor  Boyle 
sent  a  propellor  from  a  plane  of  the  first  squadron  to  cross  the  Sierras. 
1919.    It  was  wrecked  in  Washoe  Valley. 

Early-day  handiwork  is  seen  in  a  what-not  made  in  the  Keno  Planing 
Mill  by  AVm.  L.  Hadley  in  1877:  a  rocking  chair  made  by  the  writer's 
grandfather  in  Ohio  in  the  30's;  handmade  skates  with  runners  from 
steel  tiles  and  wood-form  cut  by  hand,  from  Chester  Miller;  a  carved 
cane  displaying  the  picture  of  Roosevelt  and  other  celebrities  from 
Mrs.  Beulah  Hershiser  Leonard  ;  an  embroidered  picture- frame  made 
in  Carson  City  in  the  early  days,  from  Mrs.  Fred  dishing;  a  picture 
made  on  birch-bark  from  Dover,  Maine ;  a  sampler  from  Gold  Hill 
given  by  Miss  Grace  Lamb,  another  from  New  Hampshire.  1828,  given 
by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Raymond;  a  prison-made  writing  desk  presented 
to  James  G.  Fair  by  the  artisans  and  salvaged  for  the  Society  by  W. 
S.  Boyle:  and  a  model  of  the  old  Mexican  Mill  at'  Empire,  given  by 
Henry  Dietrich,  and  made  by  G.  Wolfsberger  and  Wm.  Dietrich  when 
boys  in  1894,  and  of  which  John  \Y.  Maekay  said  that  it  should  be 
shown  at  the  Midwinter  Fair.  AVhile  it  was  not  finished  in  time  to 
make  the  trip  other  souvenirs  are  at  hand  from  this  early  San  Fran- 
cisco fair,  such  as  a  glass  tumbler  ben  ring  the  names  of  the  Nevada 
Rifle  Team,  tin4  gift  of  Miss  Annie  H.  Martin,  who  has  also  donated 
numerous  old  pictures. 

In  the  pioneer  portrait  gallery  large  additions  have  been  made  such 
as  tiie  John  \V.  Maekay,  Emma  Nevada.  Judge  Virden,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.  L.  Fulton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ambrose,  and  the  A.  IT.  Maiming  framed 
photographs;  the  Dr.  Schneider  oil  portrait;  steel  engraving  of  dames 
G.  Fair,  and  photographs  of  people  and  places  too  numerous  for  men- 
tion coming  from  Mrs.  Butler,  Mrs.  Thos.  Dolf,  George  Gushing,  Mrs. 
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Fred  Sehadier,  Prod  Wyckoff,  Professor  S.  B.  Doten,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Brock- 
Jiss,  Mrs.  Idah  Meacham  Strobridge,  and  others.  A  musical  album 
from  Mrs.  Butler  is  of  especial  interest. 

The  manuscript  and  broadsides  division  grows  apace.  Old  regis- 
ters of  the  fnternational  Hotel  at  Austin  have  come  from  W.  S.  Easton ; 
a  register  from  the  St.  Charles  Hotel  at  ('arson  City  is  the  gift  of 
"Doc."  J.  M.  Benton;  letter  files  of  Remington,  Johnson  and  Co..  of 
Eureka,  in  the  80 \s.  as  also  the  powder-house  book  of  18S0-18S7  and 
other  rare  items  are  added  by  Hiram  Johnson;  a  statement  of  the 
account  of  L.  C.  Fairehild  of  1868  in  Treasure  City  is  the  gift  of  Hon. 
T.  T.  Fairehild;  a  rare  old  telegram  is  sent  by  Senator  Jerry  Sheehan  ; 
an  old  Humboldt  Register  of  1870  by  R.  C.  Stitser.  While  not  belonging 
to  this  group  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Business  Directory  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  States  and  Territories  in  J 878,  sent  by  J.  H.  Trolson. 
Early  copies  of  Mammoth  City  papers  have  come  from  J.  Holman 
Buck;  early  Eureka  Sentinals  from  A.  II.  Johnson;  while  papers  from 
the  early  days  of  Hamilton  and  Treasure  City  have  been  given  by  AY. 
A.  Leonard  and  Vail  Pittman.  Mrs.  John  Dangberg  has  contributed 
interesting  fashion  magazines  of  the  early  40 

Old-fashioned  clothing  is  seen  in  the  lace  sleeves  worn  by  Miss  E. 
C.  Babcock  in  (  'arson  City  in  the  60 \s ;  an  old  hoop-skirt  from  Virginia 
City  given  by  Mrs.  Annie  Smith  ;  an  early  hair  net  worn  by  Airs.  R.  L. 
Fulton,  and  the  baby  cap,  dress  and  shoes  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Raymond 
of  Carson  City  worn  in  New  Hampshire  in  1841. 

Going  farther  afield  there  are. the  relics  of  other  States  and  other 
lands,  such  as  the  Babylonian  clay  tablet  recording  offerings  made  in 
a  temple  in  the  long-ago  past ;  an  Arabic  silver  coin  found  in  an  ancient 
pot  by  an  Arab  on  the  shores  of  the  Tigris  River  below  Bagdad  :  a  mar- 
riage license  of  January  14,  1742.  issued  in  South  Carolina  and  saved 
by  Hon.  Geo.  Brodigan  ;  an  embroidered  table  mat  done  by  the  grand- 
daughfer  of  Francis  Scott  Key.  and  presented  by  Hon.  Emmet  i). 
Boyle;  a  gold  pen  with  handle  made  from  the  wood  of  the' first  frame 
house  in  California,  and  given  by  Mrs.  F.  E.  Humphrey;  a  portion  of 
the  Old  Glory  Flag  now  in  Smithsonian,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  C.  II.  Roland  ; 
a  brass  milking-pail  from  Mr.  Brooks  of  Yerington,  and  a  two-tined 
pioneer  Iowa  fork  from  Mrs.  Molly  Stewart. 

War-history  relics  reach  from  Nevada  Indian  encounters  to  the  most 
distant  parts  of  the  world.  Among  them  are  a  Fort  Churchill  bayonet, 
from  Geo.  A.  Barrett  ;  an  empty  cartridge  of  the  Custer  massacre,  from 
L.  1).  Creel;  a  silver  whistle  of  the  Monitor,  from  E.  D,  Vanderlieth  ; 
a  rifle  stock  of  the  .Modoc  Indian  War,  from  Floyd  Evans;  a  pistol 
used  in  the  Pony  Express  Station  tight  at  Egan  Canyon,  from  Mrs. 
Lilian  Bieber;  Shoshone  Mike's  gun  and  the  Humboldt  Indian  woman's 
spear,  from  J.  \Y.  Dave  v.-;  a  section  of  the  Cambridge  Elm  under  which 
George  Washington  took  command  of  the  Army  in  1775,  from  the 
Bark  Commission  of  Cambridge,  through  Gov.  Serugham  ;  Civil  War 
paper  money;  projectiles  and  revenue  stamps  from  Mrs.  Lucy  Mayer, 
A.  E.  McArthur,  and  Senator  Fairehild;  World  War  posters,  Homer 
Mooney;  a  fifteen  million  mark  stamped  envelope  received  from  Berlin 
inl923.  from  Frank  H.  Noreross;  a  small  dynamo  from  the  U.  Boat 
that  sunk  the  Lusitania.  from  Professor  K.  D.  Leach  ;  a  wireless  outfit 
of  1907  or  1908  pawned  by  a  German  in  Austin  in  1914;  army  buttons 
from  Willis  Church;  French  war  coins  from  Russell  Coleman;  a  large 


REPORT  OF  NEVADA   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


21 


collection  of  European  souvenirs  from  Mrs.  Catherine  Blahey,  and 
other  gifts  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Several  Special  collections  other  than  those  mentioned  above  are 
note  worthy.  The  Bishop  Hunting  cabinet  contained  Chinese  pipes 
and  chop  sticks,  merchandise  scripts  issued  by  the  Bishops'  Central 
Storehouse  of  the  Mormon  Church  at  Salt  Lake,  mountain  sheep  horns, 
fireman's  hat  from  Tonopah.  a  fire  trumpet,  grass  trimmings  from  the 
Hamilton  fire  engine,  compressed  wood  from  the  Comstock.  a  bronze 
relief  of  James  G.  Fair,  writing-desk  set  of  pottery,  miner's  tin  lamp, 
and  numerous  other  things,  besides  a  collection  of  army  sabers,  guns 
and  pistols.  Of  the  latter  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  historical  value 
has  been  largely  lost  through  the  lack  of  any  data  attached  to  the 
relics.  s 

The  largest  single  donation  of  the  bienuium  came  from  A.  Ambrose, 
of  Empire,  whose  large  collection  of  pictures,  Indian  relics,  vehicles, 
fire  engines,  guns,  saloon  paraphernalia,  and  musical  instruments 
Cannot  be  described  in  an  account  of  this  length.  Especially  do  the 
musical  instruments  form  a  unique  case,  with  violins  made  of  such 
nondescript  a  nicies  as  syrup  and  oil  cans,  a  foot  bath-tub,  and  a  Seth 
Thomas  clock. 

.Miss  Frances  Short  of  Palo  Alto  has  sent  many  things  from  the 
last  home  of  Miss  II.  K.  Ciapp,  an  earliest  of  other  souvenirs  which 
are  to  follow.  Photos  and  albums,  old  coins,  minerals  and  medals, 
the  seal  of  Sierra  Seminary,  old  books,  manuscripts  and  newspapers, 
University  of  Nevada  programs,  an  invitation  to  the  silver  wedding 
of  Governor  and  .Mrs.  Blasdel,  newspaper  clippings  on  Nevada  politics, 
and  especially  a  letter  written  by  Miss  Clapp  at  Salt  Fake  City  on 
her  way  west  in  1859.  and  published  in  her  home  paper  in  Lansing, 
-Michigan,  are  among  the  valuable  items  thus  acquired. 

A  smaller  but  very  valuable  collection  of  old  and  rare  newspapers 
is  the  gift  of  Graham  Sanford.  Early  and  often  first  editions  are  to 
he  found  of  such  papers  as  the  Austin  Reveille,  Silver  Peak  Post.  Gold 
Center  News.  Beatty  Bullfrog  Miner,  Aurora  Boreal  is,  Tonopah  Daily 
Sun,  etc. 

Miss  Kate  Lane  has  donated  materials  from  the  home  of  Fred  L. 
White  such  as  old  texts,  his  bill-book  of  1885-1886,  and  two  post- 
office  commissions  signed  by  Woodrow  Wilson. 

The  Kalston  relics,  from  Jackson  II.  Ralston,  consist  of  old  daguer- 
reotypes, the  watch  chain  and  spectacles  of  Judge  dames  Harvey 
Kalston,  and  some  of  the  edible  cactus  found  with  his  body  at  the 
scene  of  his  death  from  exposure  on  the  Kalston  desert  in  1884. 

Special  mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  frequent  donations  sent 
by  Esmeralda  County  Vice-President,  Miss  Grace  Land),  whose  instinct 
for  historical  collecting  is  remarkably  fruitful  for  this  Society, 

Of  rare  value  also  is  the  large  relief  map  of  Nevada  given  by  Pro- 
fessor Jones  and  Professor  Walter  Palmer  of  the  University.  This  is 
now  being  retouched  and  lettered. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Homer  Mooney,  Secretary  to  the  Governor, 
'he  Board  of  Capitol  Commissioners  gave  to  tin1  Society  for  safe-keep- 
ing many  old  records  from  the  Capitol  basement  which  were  molding 
and  falling  to  pieces.  These  were  carefully  packed  and  shipped  by 
<  urator  Gutts.  Among  these  papers  are  territorial  records  of  18.62- 
JV*>4,  letter  books  from  the  Governor's  office,  papers  of  the  Board  of 
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Pardons  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  diplomas  of  awards  of  medals 
conferred  Upon  the  State,  financial  accounts  of  the  State  Council  of 
Defense,  etc.  As  the  beginning  of  an  art  gallery  two  French  paint- 
ings have  been  donated  by  Mr.  Otto  Kahn  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  A. 
Seligman  of  Paris.  France. 

In  the  general  Library  great  progress  has  been  made  not'  only  in 
the  acquisition  of  later  Nevada  literature  such  as  the  newspaper  files 
kindly  sent  by  the  editors,  but  also  in  the  earlier  history  of  our  Utah 
period.  Our  exchanges  with  other  similar  institutions  have  been 
extended.  Dodgers  have  been  accumulated  through  constant  vigilance 
in  daily  collection.  In  order  to  give  any  adequate  comprehension  of 
the  scope  and  value  of  both  Library  and  Museum,  a  visit  must,  be  paid 
to  the  building. 

IV.    FISCAL  REPORT  FOR  1923-1924  AND  ESTIMATE  OF  GENERAL 
EXPENSES  FOR  1925-1926 


j  Actual  expenditures     Estimated  expenditures 
1923      j      1924  19-25        j  1926 


Salaries—  t  . 

Administrative  and  clerical  work  1    $2,146.50  j    SI,  776.55 

Other  work      29.25;  137.75 


Total  salaries    ]    $2,175.75  $1,911.30;       $3,000.00  [  $3,000.00 

Tra vclii i q  Fx penm— 

Automobile...  $5.00  i 

Train      :      $238.85'         86.54  j 

Subsistence    \        220.95  91.85  i 


TotaltravelinKexper.se  |  $459.80;  $183,39  1  $600.00!  $600.00 

Supplies —  I 

Fuel.  ..    $271.65  :'  $230.27  $300.00:  $300.00 

Printing,  job      19.10  15.75  25.00  25.00 

Water,  light  and  motor     158.05  149.75  200.00  i  200.00 

Ofhee  _.  75.00'  113.79:  250.00  j  250.00 

Building  _   !  51.19  37.60  100.00'  100.00 

Postage   _      231.26  ! 


Total  supplies..   •       $574.89         $778.42  j         $875.00  $875.00 

Miscellaneous—  ; 

Freight  and  transfer      $79.22  $45.71  j         $150.00.  $150.00 


Express..        20.84!  24.15 

'k-phone  and  telegrams    36.58  !  42.72 


75.00  :  75.00 


Printing  of  annual  volume  ;  !  2.498.18    i  2,500.00 

Special  anthropological  work   L_.  >   2.500.00  I 

|  j 

Equipment — 

Books    ;       $662.20  $727.51  $800.00  j  $800.00 

Furniture    j          47.34  775.25  ,  400.00  j  400.00 

Binding   j          21.13  262.13'  .  100.00  j  100.00 

Museum       j          65.87  108.50  100.00  ,  100.00 

Building  additions  and  improvements  •        210.43  285.69  150.00'  150.00 


Grand  totals   '    $4,354.05  ;    $7,645.95;      $8,750.00  j   •  $8,750.00 


1.  This  estimate  for  1925  1926  does  not  include  any  money  for  the  necessary  new  building  or  the 
street  work. 

2.  In  lieu  of  this  budget,  the  Society  would  be  pleased  to  follow  the  suggestion  of  the  Governor 
for  a  one-half  cent  tax  levy  on  the  one  hundred  dollars  to  cover  current  expenses  and  provide  a 
small  surplus  each  year  toward  building. 

V.    RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1925-1926 
1  AV.\R  IIi>T(>kv  I'alaxck:    The  work  of  writing  the  History  of 
Nevada  in  the  World  War.  white  important,  is  of  less  immediate  import- 
ance, than  some  other  phases  of  our  work.    While  progress  has  been 
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made  in  collecting  materials,  the  final  accomplishment  of  the  task  lies 
so  far  in  the  distance  that  it  would  seem  best  to  allow  the  balance  in 
that  fund,  which  by  law  can  be  diverted  to  no  other  purpose,  to  revert 
to  the  general  treasury,  with  the  expectation  that  at  some  later  date 
special  and  more  adequate  provision  may  be  made  for  that  desirable 
publication. 

2.  Tax  Levy  for  Support:  In  the  budget  report  as  well  as  in  the 
biennial  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  mention  has  been  made  of  a 
possible  one-half  cent  tax  levy  for  the  use  of  this  organization.  The 
advantages  of  such  a  provision  are  apparent.  The  assurance  of  a 
steady  income  would  relieve  the  working  officers  of  much  expenditure 
of  energy  in  the  effort  to  secure  appropriations;  and  this  energy  might 
well  be  utilized  in  the  writing  of  Nevada  history.  By  this  method 
also  the  Board  of  Trustees  would  be  able  to  make  plans  for  many  years 
in  advance  and  to  conserve  Their  funds  for  the  execution  of  a  far-reach- 
ing program. 

3.  Building:  No  one  can  visit  the  present  structure  of  the  State 
Historical  Society  without  being  impressed  with  the  inadequate  space 
and  lack  of  fire- protection  for  the  priceless  treasures  of  Nevada's  early 
history.  "We  trust  that  the  Thirty-Second  Legislature  in  cooperation 
with  the  Governor  wiil  be  able  to  find  some  plan  whereby  at  least  the 
first  section  of  a  permanent  building  may  be  provided  to  house  not 
only  the  pioneer  collection  but  also  the  large  and  growing  anthro- 
pological exhibits. 

4.  Street  Work:  bunds  to  pay  for  street  work  already  accom- 
plished by  the  city  of  Reno  and  for  the  paving  on  Ninth  Street  adjoin- 
ing the  Society  property  has  been  mentioned  elsewhere,  and  the  matter 
should  be  presented  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  No  estimate 
has  yet  been  received  as  to  the  total  amount  of  this  bill. 

5.  Miscellaneous :  The  recommendations  reiterated  in  our  pre- 
vious reports  may  not  be  repeated  in  detail  here.  Attention  should  be 
called  to  the  need  for  larger  activity  in  publication,  library  expansion, 
and  field  work.  .Almost  equally  important  is  the  ability  to  provide  for 
the  classification  and  arrangement  of  materials  as  they  arrive.  Words 
fail  to  give  any  conception  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  means  of 
support,  especially  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  within  the  building. 
To  quote  from  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  made  in  1923.  will 
give  perhaps  some  idea  of  the  problem: 

Throughout  the  lifetime  of  the  Nevada  State  Historical 
Society  the  great  bulk  of  the  work  lias  been  accomplished 
by  volunteer,  unpaid  labor,  a  free  and  willing  gift  to  the 
State  of  many  thousands  of  dollars  for  a  type  of  develop- 
ment, the  necessity  for  which  is  too  little  appreciated  by  a 
community  not  yet  emerged  from  pioneer  conditions,  but 
bound  to  receive  recognition  as  to  its  real  value  a  genera- 
tion or  two  later.  Such  tasks,  like  those  of  the  Chnreh  and 
the  School,  must  of  necessity  look  to  personal  endeavor  and 
personal  sacrifice  for  a  large  measure  of  their  early  success. 
Hut  there  comes  a  time  in  the  evolution  of  all  such  move- 
ments when  the  increasing  complexity  of  work  and  the  larger 
service  unconsciously  demanded  by  the  public  makes  neces- 
sary an  appeal  to  public  consciousness  to  shift  a  part  of  tht 
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burden  of  labor  so  as  lo  clinch,  through  proper  supervision 
and  utilization  of  materials  in  the  various  detailed  branches, 
the  advances  already  achieved.  The  pioneer  missionary 
pastor  should  in  time  become  the  supervising  officer  of  the 
field  as  a.  whole  and  thus  bring  unity  and  success  to  the 
endeavor  in  the  largest  possible  way.  In  order  to  do  this  lie 
must  be  relieved  of  much  detail  and  his  energies  must  be 
freed  for  the  larger  movement. 

The  time  has  come  for  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society 
when  those  who  have  for  years  been  devoted  to  the  minute  but 
essential  details  of  daily  routine  should  have  their  energies 
freed  for  the  larger  task  of  organization  and  of  writing.  To 
relieve  them  of  these  petty  cares  means,  in  this  age  of  high 
specialization,  either  many  workers  for  the  various  jobs,  or 
else  one  or  two  workers  who  have  initiative,  judgment  and 
adaptability — qualities  which  are  rarely  found  among  the 
cheaper  classes  of  laborers.  To  secure  a  Jack-of-all-trades 
who  is  capable  of  becoming  master  of  one  or  two  things  is  not 
an  easy  task  in  this  Twentieth  Century.  Yet  this  is  the  prob- 
lem that  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  faces. 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  "WIER, 

Secretary. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1927. 
Hon.  Fred  Bal/ar,  Governor  of  the  Stale  of  Nevada. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  we  herewith  submit 
a  report  of  the  work  of  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Soeiety  for  the 
biennial  term  ending  December  31,  1926. 

Respectfully  yours. 

CHARLES  ROGER  HICKS,  President. 
JEANNE  ELIZABETH  YV1ER.  Secretary. 


NEVADA  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


OFFICERS 

I  Constituting  Board  of  Trustees) 

Professor  Chard:*  Roger  Hicks  President 

Professor  S.  C.  Fee  >i ster  Vice-President 

Dr.  Jeanne  Elizabeth  Wier  Secretary-Treasurer 

Henry  Anderson  Member  at  Large 

Mrs.  Beulah  Hershiser  Leonard  Member  at  Large 

Mrs.  Bessie  Sperry  Perazzo  Member  at  Large 

Mrs.  Gertrude  McCormack  Member  at  Large 

Mrs.  Edith  West  Member  at  Large 

Professor  E.  A.  Hansen  Member  at  Large 

COUNTY  VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Churchill— Mrs.  Geo.  B.  Williams  Fallon 

Clark — Hon.  F r a  n  k  Wi ll i a  m s  Go< >dspr  ings 

Douglas — D.  R.  Hawkins,  First  Vice-President  Genoa 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Brockliss.  Second  Vice-President  Gardner  ville 

Elko — Hon.  M  or  ley  Grjswold  Elko 

Esmeralda — Miss  Grace  Lamp.  (temporary  address)  Arthur 

Eureka — W.  H.  Peskeli  Eureka 

Humboldt — Hon.  Chas.  W.  Guthrie  Winnemuc<a 

Lauder— Hon.  1 ).  H.  Tandy  Austin 

Lincoln — Prof.  Ekastes  Hansen.  First  Vice-President  Tonopah 

Mrs.  Annie  P.  Edwards,  Second  Vice-President  Panaca 

Lyon — Hon.  J.  L  Wilson,  First  Vice-President  Yerington 

Mrs.  Frances  Friedhoef.  Second  Vice-President  Yerington 

Mineral-  Henry  Boerlin  Hawthorne 

Ormsby — Hon.  A.  <..  Meyers  Carson  City 

Nye — Mrs.  J.  T.  Williams  .....Hot  Creek 

Pershing— Mrs.  W.  H.  Goodin  Lovelock 

Storey— W.  S.  Boyle  ...Virginia  City 

Washoe— Ib»n.  R.  II.  Coweks,  First  Vice-President  Reno 

Mrs.  Lillian  L.  Breen%  Second  Vice-President  Reno 

White  Pine—  Mrs.  A  J.  Proctor  Kimberly 


THE  NEVADA  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

(Trustee  of  the  State) 


its  collections  consist  of  historical  materials  for  the  writing  of 
Nevada  history  and  of  a  permanent  public  exhibition  of  objects  of 
historical  and  educational  value. 

The  Society  as  a  State  Institution  was  created  by  an  Act  of  the 
Nevada  Legislature  of  1907,  under  the  administration  of  John  Sparks, 
(iovernor  of  Nevada. 

The  Society  is  composed  of  people  who  are  interested  in  preserving 
and  writing  the  history  of  this  State. 

Jn  February,  3  923,  in  accordance  with  the  previous  recommendation 
of  its  Council,  and  after  due  consideration,  the  Society  incorporated 
according  to  the  laws  of  Nevada  and  under  the  name  "Nevada  State 
Historical  Society,"  for  the  purpose  of  superseding  the  former  Nevada 
Historical  Society,  unincorporated.  The  work  of  the  Society  is  of  an 
educational  nature. 

The  institution  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  a  Board  of  Trus- 
tees chosen  by  the  members  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  officers  are 
ehosen  by  the  Board,  and  serve  both  as  officers  of  the  Board  and  of 
the  Society.  The  President.  Vice-President.  Secretary-Treasurer,  and 
Members  of  the  Board  at  Large  serve  without  compensation. 

The  Society  is  chiefly  supported  by  funds  appropriated  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  biennially  under  the  constitutional  provision  of 
article  8,  section  9. 

The  building  of  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  was  provided  by 
the  State  through  an  Act  of  the  Nevada  Legislature  of  1911.  under  the 
administration  of  Tasfcer  L.  Oddie,  Governor  of  Nevada.  It  was 
opened  to  the  public  in  the  summer  of  1913. 

The  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  is  a  free  institution  and  offers 
to  the  masses  a  means  of  recreation,  of  popular  instruction,  of  mental 
improvement,  of  development  in  patriotism  and  historical  mindedness. 
To  the  student  and  scholar  it  offers  materials  for  research. 


Note  kv  Skckktakv — 't  he  present  Board  of  Trustees  consists  of  five  specialists 
in  the  field  of  history.  tw<>  ox-teachers  of  Nevada,  and  two  pioneers.  C.  It. 
Hicks,  S.  (.'.  Feeinster.  and  the  Secretary  are  members  of  the  history  depart- 
ment a!  the  University  of  Nevada.  K.  A.  Hanson  is  a  graduate  from  the  History 
iHma^tnient  of  the  University  of  Nevada,  and  is  teaching  history  in  the  Touopah 
High  School:  at  the  same  time  he  is  doing  research  work  on  the  history  of 
Lincoln  County  in  {'reparation  of  a  thesis  for  a  higher  degree.  Mrs.  Beiilah 
Ilershiser  Leonard  is  a  graduate  of  the  History  Department  of  University  of 
Nevada,  and  lias  done  graduate  work  with  the  attainment  of  a  higher  degree  at 
ihe  California  Univs'i'stties.  She  has  not  only  taught  history  in  the  Elko  and 
< inrduerville  High  Schools  hut  has  also  assisted  for  a  time  at  the  Nevada  State 
Historical  Society  building  and  in  hold  work.  .Mrs.  I'eraxzo  and  Mrs.  West  are 
Iwith  ex-teachers  of  rhis  State  a«  well  as  leaders  in  cluh  work,  the  latter  having 
served  as  President  of  the  Women's  Federated  Clubs  of  Nevada.  They  have 
worked  for  many  years  to  find  a  way  whereby  a  good  school  history  of  the  State 
tnijrht  he  produced.  .Mrs.  n-iertnuTe  McCormaek  ami  Mr.  Henry  Anderson  are 
representatives  of  The  old  pioneer  families  of  Nevada  and  have  themselves  heen 
•letive  in  promoting  the  Welfare  of  the  State.  They  video  the  sentiment  of  the 
hioneeKs  in  insisting  that  the  work  ol  this  institution  shall  »ro  forward  without 
interruption. 


HISTORICAL  MATERIALS  DESIRED  BY  THE  NEVADA 
STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


The  aim  of  the  Society  is  to  collect  everything  that  can  in  any  way 
throw  light  upon  the  history  of  Nevada  from  its  earliest  occupation  to 
the  present  day. 

Material,  which  is  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  individual  who  possesses 
it,  often  becomes  priceless  in  importance  when  incorporated  as  a  part 
of  a  library  of  reference  or  a  museum  showing  the  chronological  devel- 
opment of  a  State. 

With  a  view  to  encouraging  the  contribution  of  such  material,  the 
Society  submits  herewith  a  list  of  things  desired: 

Books  and  pamphlets  relating  to  Nevada. 

Books  and  pamphlets  written  by  Nevadans. 

Manuscripts — Any  original  documents  containing  accounts  of  the 
early  settlements  of  Nevada.  Old  letters,  journals  and  accounts 
written  by  pioneers  are  especially  desired. 

Official  state,  county,  and  city  reports  and  documents. 

Reports  of  boards,  commissions,  educational  and  other  institutions. 

Reports  of  societies  and  organizations. 

Nevada  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

Portraits  of  distinguished  citizens  or  old  settlers  :  autographs,  medals. 

coins,  souvenirs. 
Mineral  specimens. 
Prehistoric  remains : 

Archeological.  such  as  fossils. 

Anthropological ,  such  as  Indian  skeletons  and  artefacts. 
Modern  Indian   relics — Pottery,  arrow  points,  costumes,  baskets, 
ornaments,  etc. 

Household  materials  and  wearing  apparel  illustrating  pioneer  days. 

Church  history  relics. 

Relics  of  early  schools. 

Old-fashioned  j  e wel  ry . 

Early  musical  instruments. 

Early  hand-made  tools  and  furniture. 

Early  agricultural  implements. 

Old-style  surgical  instruments. 

Pharmaceutical  history  materials. 

Militia  and  war  relies. 

Materials  illustrating  our  political  history. 
Relies  of  logging  days. 
Relics  of  early  stock-raising. 
Old-style  fire-fight  ing  paraphernalia. 
Articles  connected  with  early  railways. 
Articles  illustrating  early  banking  methods. 
Articles  used  in  gambling,  prize-rights,  etc. 

The  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  cordially  invites  all  persons 
to  assist  in  developing  a  great  State  historical  library  and  museum. 

All  donations  or  loans  will  be  fully  credited  to  the  donors  or  lenders. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Nevada  Historical 
Society.  Reno.  Nevada. 


GIFTS 


If  you  have  a  cherished  memento  which  you  do  not  care  to  part  with 
during  your  Lifetime,  but  which  you  wish  to  have  preserved  after  your 
death,  do  not  trust  to  chance  that  it  Avill  be  donated  to  the  Historical 
Society  by  a  friend  or  relative.   Make  a  will  now  to  that  effect. 

FORM  OF  GIFT  OR  BEQUEST  TO  THE  NEVADA  STATE 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  "Nevada  State  Historical 
Society,"  Reno,  Nevada,   .  ....  


Endowments  and  gifts  of  money  to  be  applied  to  general  or  specific 
'purposes  are  received  as  well  as  bequests  in  object-matter  of  all  kinds 
that  come  within  the  scope  of  the  library  and  museum. 

The  constant  care  of  the  collections  must  commend  the  Historical 
Library  and  Museum  as  a  desirable  repository  for  cherished 
mementoes. 


GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION 
Gifts,  to  the  extent  of  fifteen  per  cent  of  total  ineome,  and  bequests 
of  any  extent  to  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  are  exempt  from 
federal  taxation,  under  the  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1$1S. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
OF  THE  NEVADA  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Hox.  Fred  Balza,r,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Str:  Pursuant  to  law,  hereby  is  made  to  you  a  report  of  the  transac- 
tions of  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  for  the  bienniimi  ending  with 
the  year  1926.  accompanied  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 

From  this  last-named  report  you  will  be  able  to  glean  information 
as  to  the  real  workings  of  the  Society.  All  that  the  Board  of  Trustees 
seeks  to  accomplish  in  its  report  is  to  call  attention  to  the  larger 
developments  and  problems  of  the  institution,  and  to  express  apprecia- 
tion of  the  support  heretofore  accorded. 

In  the  matter  of  administration  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  Board 
that  the  well-being  and,  indeed,  the  life  of  this  institution  and  its  work 
depends  upon  our  ability  to  retain  our  present  administrative  officer, 
under  whose  guidance  this  work  was  created  and  nurtured  and  under 
whom  it  has  reached  its  present  development.  The  unusual  things 
which  have  been  achieved  under  that  administration  warrant  us  in 
bestowing  our  confidence  for  the  future.  The  work  of  our  executive 
officer  has  been  freely  given  to  Nevada  for  the  past  twenty-three  years, 
and,  at  the  lowest  estimate  of  salary  paid  for  such  work  on.  the  Pacific 
('oast1,  has  saved  t lie  State  the  sum  of  *f»2,00().  In  addition  to  admin- 
istrative work  our  executive  officer  has  performed  much  clerical  and 
even  menial  labor  which  would  not  ordinarily  have  been  undertaken 
by  the  one  in  charge,  and  $100,000  is  not  too  large  an  estimate  of  the 
total  saving:  thus  made  to  the  State.  In  sjute  of  handicaps  of  every 
kind — those  which  an1  encountered  the  country  over,  plus  those  which 
belong  particularly  to  a  pioneer  community — steady  progress  has  been 
made,  and  we  now  point  with  pride  to  collections  and  to  publications 
of  which  no  State  in  the  Union  would  be  ashamed.  Therefore  we  ask 
that  such  arrangements  be  provided  as  will  make  possible  the  continu- 
ance of  this  officer  in  charge  of  the  work  and,  if  possible,  unhampered 
by  the  distressing  conditions  under  which  much  of  this  work  has  been 
accomplished  in  years  gone  by.  There  is  no  other  person  in  this  State 
who  is  fitted  to  undertake  the  job,  and  to  import  a  worker  from  out- 
side means  not  only  the  payment  of  a  large  salary  but  also  an 
unpardonable  loss  of  momentum  in  the  process  of  adjustment  to  new 
conditions. 

In  order  to  retain  our  present  executive  officer  we  ask  for  careful 
consideration  of  any  plan  looking  toward  a  change  of  housing  of  the 
collections.  In  the  future  as  in  the  past,  it  will  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  consolidation  of  University  office  work.  Historical  Society 
office  work,  and  living  quarters  if  the  time  of  this  officer  is  to  be  so 
conserved  as  to  be  able  to  accomplish  the  work  of  supervision,  in 
addition  to  a  full  schedule  at  the  University.  No  provision  has  been 
made  for  such  an  arrangement  in  the  new  State  Building. 

Even  in  the  event  that  such  provision  could  still  be  satisfactorily 
made,  it  is  our  judgment  that  a  serious  mistake  would  be  committed 

'See  footnote  I  I  ).  Imdget  report.  \>.  IT. 
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in  moving  the  collection  during-  this  biennium.  Our  reason  for  this 
statement  is  that  the  new  building  is  not  adapted  to  the  permanent 
occupancy  of  an  historical  society-.  By  reason  of  its  architecture  and 
its  particular  location  on  the  Park  plot,  where  no  expansion  is  possible, 
it  cannot  be  so  adapted  in  the  future.  Any  housing  in  this  building 
would  necessarily  be  in  the  nature  of  a  temporary  expediency.  Since 
we  deem  it  essential  for  the  future  that  the  present  property  of  the 
Society  should  be  saved  as  a  future  building  site,  and  since  the  col- 
lections in  any  event  could  not  be  moved  until  after  the  Exposition  is 
over,  it  seems  to  us  better  policy  both  from  the  standpoint  of  financial 
economy  and  from  that  of  effective  historical  work  during  the  bien- 
ninm  that  the  collections  should  be  left  in  their  present  location,  with 
the  expectation  that  before  the  close  of  this  biennium  private  bene- 
factions will  have  solved  the  problem  both  of  a  suitable  building  and  of 
an  endowment  furnishing  at  least  partial  support  in  enlarged  quarters. 
The  Chairman  of  the  State  Building  Commission  stated  to  this  Board 
of  Trustees,  as  he  also  had  done  to  the  previous  Board,  that  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  present  site  of  the  Historical  Society  was  best  adapted 
to  historical  purposes,  and  that  on  the  other  hand  the  new  building 
would  be  especially  suited  for  commercial  exhibits.  It  was  doubtless 
with  this  thought  in  mind  that  the  new  building  was  erected  without 
full  consideration  of  the  technical  needs  of  an  historical  society. 

This  Board  is  now  engaged  in  working  out  a  plan  for  a  widespread 
effort  to  secure  funds  which  will  relieve  the  State  of  much  of  its  burden 
in  the  matter  of  historical  work.  We  believe  that  there  are  many 
pioneer  families  who  will  gladly  assist  in  rearing  a  fitting  monument 
to  the  founders- of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  form  of  an  archives  and 
museum  building.  If  the  Governor  and  the  Thirty-third  Legislature 
of  Nevada  could  in  some  special  way  express  its  confidence  in  the  work 
already  accomplished  and  in  the  ability  to  plan,  wisely  for  the  future, 
such  commendation  might  be  a  real  help  in  the  attempt  to  raise  a 
private  endowment. 

As  a  Board  we  fully  approve  the  detailed  recommendations  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer,  and  we  trust  that  the  financial  estimates  prepared 
by  that  officer  will  have  the  support  of  yourself  and  of  the  Legislature. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Charles  Rooer  Hicks.  President. 
Beelaii  IIeeseiiser  Leonwei), 
Bessie  S.  Peeazzo, 
Gertrude  McCorai ack. 
S.  C.  Feemster, 
Edith  West, 
E.  A.  Hansen. 
Henry  Anderson. 
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Office  of  the  State  Historical  Society. 
Keno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1927. 

Hon.  Fred  Balzar,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  herewith 
submits  a  report  of  the  transactions  and  work  of  this  organization: 

I.    OBJECTS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  objects  of  this  Society  are  three  fold  :  First  and  most  important, 
to  bring  to  one  centrally  located  place  and  there  to  preserve  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  antecedents  of  every  phase  of  development  in 
Nevada;  second,  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  studies  which  will  use  this 
information  to  facilitate  the  further  development  of  the  State;  third, 
to  extend  the  knowledge  of  the  resources  and  advantages  of  Nevada 
to  citizens  of  other  States  and  to  diffuse  within  this  Commonwealth  a 
knowledge  of  those  factors  which  are  related  to  the  future  material 
and  moral  progress  of  the  State.  In  other  words,  its  work  is  preserva- 
tive, digestive,  distributive  and  in  every  respect  educational,  its 
methods  of  action  are  through  library,  museum,  publications,  county 
committees,  affiliated  organizations,  and  gratuitous  service  in  consulta- 
tion and  advice. 

II.  THE  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  THE 
LEGISLATURE  OF  1923 
Thirteen  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  general  his- 
torical work  of  the  biennium.  In  an  Act  providing  for  a  State  Build- 
ing within  the  city  of  Reno  one  of  the  objects  was  stated  as  being  to 
provide  suitable  quarters  for  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society. 
Because  it  was  intended  to  provide  such  suitable  quarters  another  Act 
was  passed  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  property  then  tised  by  the 
Society,  such  sale  to  be  consummated  before  the  close  of  1926. 

III.  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  1925-1926 
J.  Work  of  Publication-  :  In  .January  of  1925  the  Ninth  Biennial 
Kcport  of  the  Society  was  issued  from  the  State  Printing  Office.  The 
Secretary  was  unable  to  attend  to  the  large  amount  of  editorial  labor 
needed  in  the  preparation  of  the  new  volume  of  historical  papers  until 
late  in  2926,  at  which  time  it  was  impossible  for  the  State  Printing 
OlTiee  to  handle  the  printing  of  the  book.  The  contract  was  therefore 
given  by  competitive  bid  to  the  Reno  Printing  Company.  Whatever 
extra  expense  was  thus  entailed  is  more  than  offset  by  the  saving  of  an 
editor's  salary.  The  new  volume,  entitled  "Nevada  State  Historical 
Society  Papers.  Vol.  V."  is  a  five  hundred  page  book,  illustrated  by 
many  reproductions  of  old  maps  and  pictures.  P>esides  the  usual 
memorial  papers  it  contains  one  critically  written  monograph  by  Miss 
Eunice  Miller  on  the  topic  "'The  Timber  Resource*  of  Nevada."  The 
diary  account  of  the  mission  to  the  Indians  at  Pas  Vegas  conducted 
by  the  Church  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  50 's 
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of  the  last  century  is  well  edited  by  Assistant  Church  Historian 
Andrew  Jenson,  of  Salt  Lake  City.  Another  paper  upon  which  much 
labor  was  spent  in  collecting  the  data  is  contributed  by  Mr.  P.  B. 
Kingsbury,  whose  kinsman  was  that  pioneer  who  built  the  first  toll 
road  across  the  Sierra,  and  who  also  projected  and  built  the  wagon 
road  known  as  the  Kingsbury  Grade.  This  latter  paper  deals  with 
the  history  of  Old  Glendale  and  the  later  town  of  Sparks.  An  extract 
from  "A  Pee]>  at  Washoe,"  by  J.  Ross  Browne,  is  reprinted  because  of 
its  value  for  the  Comstoek  area.  The  book  is  presented  in  the  field  of 
Nevada  history  with  the  belief  that  it  adds  another  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  this  long  neglected  sphere  of  work. 

2.  Work  of  Arrangement:  Particular  attention  has  been  given 
during  this  biennium  to  the  work  of  making  the  library  collections 
more  accessible  for  the  purpose  of  historical  investigation.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  completion  of  the  catalog  of  books,  a  beginning  has  been 
made  on  the  huge  files  of  magazine,  pamphlet,  manuscript,  and  broad- 
side materials. 

3.  Permanent  Equipment:  Because  of  the  paramount  need  of 
museum  cases  for  the  Exposition  display  of  the  rare  collections  of  the 
Society,  money  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  biennium,  was 
intended  for  salaries  of  workers  to  organize  and  index  the  collections, 
has  been  diverted  into  the  purchase  of  equipment.  Eighteen  new 
cases  have  thus  been  supplied,  most  of  them  patterned  after  the  model 
which  has  proven  most  satisfactory  for  the  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum  of  San  Francisco. 

4.  Work  of  General  Collection:  During  the  biennium  this 
institution  has  been  the  recipient  of  many  valuable  gifts  as  well  as 
some  loans.  Space  does  not  permit  mention  of  the  various  items.  Ther- 
eover the  fields  of  prehistory  (anthropology,  archaeology  and  paleonto- 
log}-) ,  modern  Indian  relics,  minerals,  coins,  weapons,  handicraft 
articles,  pioneer  portraits  and  souvenirs,  political  campaign  relics,  fire 
fighting  paraphernalia  and  others  too  numerous  to  mention.  Some 
things  may  be  found  here  that  belong  neither  to  this  State  or  to  this 
country.  They  also  are  welcome  by  way  of  contrast  and  comparison. 
Some  field  work  has  been  accomplished  by  the  Secretary,  especially  in 
the  Panaca  district  where  a  special  committee  has  been  organized, 
with  Mrs.  Annie  li.  Edwards  as  chairman,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
the  many  relies  of  that  section  which  illustrate  the  early  history  of 
the  settlement  there.  A  considerable  consignment  of  museum  relics  is 
now  awaiting  shipment  from  that  place. 

In  the  general  Library  great  progress  has  been. made  not  only  in  the 
newspaper  hies,  which  the  editors  kindly  continue  to  send,  but  also  in 
the  extension  of  exchanges  and  gifts.  A  considerable  number  of  books 
have  been  purchased,  as  is  our  custom,  in  the  attempt  to  build  a  real 
research  library  of  Nevada  history.  In  order  to  gain  an  adequate 
comprehension  of  the  scope  and  value  of  both  Library  and  Museum  a 
visit  must  be  paid  to  the  Building. 

5.  Bi'KEAi;  of  Information:  As  a  general  bureau  of  information 
on  economic,  political,  and  social  questions  pertaining  to  the  State,  the 
Historical  Society  has  thus  far  performed  one  of  its  chief  public 
services  through  a  large  and  rapidly  increasing  correspondence.  Also, 
research  workers  are  increasingly  using  the  library  collections  for 
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obtaining  answers  to  their  problems.  Some  of  these  workers  have 
come  from  great  distances  for  this  purpose,  and  have  expressed  their 
delight  and  astonishment  at  the  treasures  they  have  found.  In  the 
matter  of  correspondence  no  stenographer  has  thus  far  been  employed, 
the  Secretary  rendering  this  service  without  charge. 

6.  Building  Fund  and  Endowment:  This  subject  is  to  be  covered 
in  thf  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  But  the  Secretary  wishes  to 
say  that  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  she  1ms  been  studying-  and  visiting 
buildings  of  the  type  desired,  and  tentative  plans  were  drawn  several 
years  ago  and  were  endorsed  by  a  leading  eastern  architect  who  has 
specialized  in  this  kind  of  building.  Various  efforts  have  also  been 
made  to  interest  ex-N-vadans  in  the  project  of  a  Memorial  Building 
for  Nevada  pioneers,  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  some  of 
this  work  will  begin  to  show  fruit  in  the  near  future.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion when  the  Exposition  duties  arc  ended  to  turn  attention  definitely 
to  the  task  of  securing  private  gifts  for  a  suitable  building  and  for 
an  endowment  fund. 


REFERENCE  NOTES  FOR  TABLE  ON  OPPOSITE  PAGE 

Dr.  H.  E.  Bolton,  of  Berkeley,  who  is  intimately  acquainted  with  the  price  of  historical 
labor  on  the  Pacific  Coast  estimates  that  tiu  minimum  for  a  competent  trained  administrative 
worker  would  be  ->$.<<t0.  and  that  $5,000  mi^ht  he  necessary. 

-SI. 000  of  this  is  estimated  us  additional  expense  because  of  Exposition  display.  The  $2,700 
provides  for  one  library  cataloger  and  for  one  part-time  museum  assistant. 

"$1,000  of  this  is  estimated  as  additional  expense  because  of  Exposition  display.  The  $5,700 
would  be  necessary  for  additional  museum  assistants  and  for  the  library  cataloser. 

*$~o  of  this  was  for  a  museum  item  which  the  Board  thought  desirable  but  which  was 
rejected  by  the  Board  of  Examiners.  This  accounts  for  the  discrepancy  between  the  balance 
shown  on  our  budget  and  that  on  the  report  of  the  Controller. 

■'in  neither  estimate  is  provision  made  foe  desirable  archaeological  or  special  pioneer 
investigation. 
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SUMMARY  OF  FISCAL  YEAR,  1925-1926 

Keeeipts  $13,000.00 

Disbursements   '.   12,924.90 

Balance  in  State  Treasury'  '.   $7.").l0 

'Harris  and  Ewiru;  of  Washington,  D.  C,  who  finished  the  life-size  photograph  of  Governor 
Boyle  from  a  negative  made  by  them  during  the  administration  of  Governor  Boyle,  did  not 
return  their  bill  in  time  for  action  in  1926. 

V.    RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1927-1928 

1.  Tax  Levy  for  Support:  Two  years  ago  the  Governor  suggested 
to  the  Hoard  of  Trustees  that  a  tax  levy  might  veil  be  made  for  the 
use  of  this  organization.  "We  repeat  herewith  the  statement  made  in 
our  Ninth  Biennial  Report :  "The  advantages  of  sueh  a  provision  are 
apparent.  The  assurance  of  a  steady  income  would  relieve  the  work- 
ing officers  of  much  expenditure  of  energy  in  the  effort  to  secure 
appropriations,  and  this  energy  might  well  be  utilized  in  the  writing 
of  Nevada  history.  By  this  method  also  the  Board  of  Trustees  would 
be  able  to  plan  for  many  years  in  advance  and  to  conserve  their  funds 
for  the  execution  of  a  far-reaching  program.*' 

2.  Exposition'  Displa  y  :  The  Nevada  State  Historical  Society 
naturally  has  in  its  custody  a  large  number  of  articles  which  are  of 
interest  to  the  general  public  as  well  as  to  the  citizens  of  this  State. 
It  is  the  desire  of  this  institution  to  make  as  creditable  a  display  in 
the  Exposition  Building  as  space  and  money  will  permit.  The  north 
wing  of  the  main  floor  and  one  basement  room  having  been  assigned 
by  the  Building  Commission  for  this  purpose,  plans  have  been  made 
for  the  exhibition  of  some  of  our  rarest  pioneer  and  Indian  relics.  Such 
a  display  will  entail  considerable  extra  expense,  not  only  in  prepara- 
tion, moving,  and  placing  of  materials,  but  also  in  the  supervision  of 
them  during  the  Exposition  period.  One  thousand  dollars  has  been 
listed  in  the  budget  for  extra  help,  and  &'20Q  for  transfer  charges,  it 
is  probable  that  the  expense  will  exceed  this  amount. 

3.  Housing:  It  is  the  firm  belief  of  the  present  executive  officer 
of  tliis  institution  that  a  grave  mistake  would  be  made  by  moving  the 
Historical  Society  collections  into  the  new  State  Building  in  Reno. 
Not  ('illy  would  the  present  executive  officer  be  forced  thereby  to  give 
up  administration  of  tin1  work,  but  looking  ahead  to  the  more  distant 
future  of  the  institution,  it  is  at  once  apparent  to  the  trained  executive 
worker  along  these  lines  that  the  cramping  influences  of  a  location 
where  expansion  is  impossible  would  soon  seriously  impede  the  prog- 
ress of  this  historical  work  did  it  not  entirely  destroy  the  achieve- 
ment. Any  middle-aged  resident  of  Nevada  can  easily  recall  the  time 
when  the  Golden  Gate  Museum  of  San  Francisco  was  smaller  than  the 
present  collection  of  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society.  Yet  today, 
in  addition  to  the  spacious  edifice  which  for  some  years  past  has 
housed  the  de  Voting  Memorial  Museum  '.tin1  old  Golden  Gate),  over 
twenty-five  new  sections  are  being  arranged  to  care  for  the  treasures 
that  are  coming  into  their  hands.  Perhaps  no  one  else  other  than  the 
present  Secretary  of'  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  understands 
through  what  effort  tin"  present  site  and  buildings  of  the  Historical 
Society  have  been  seen  red.  Perhaps  no  one  else  underst  ands  so  well 
how  ideal  is  that  site  as  judged  by  the  experience  of  those  in  other 
States  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  kind  of  work.    To  let  that  site  slip 
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from  bur  grasp  now  for  the  sake  of  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  would 
surely  i>e  false  economy.  Here  a  truly  fit  building  for  technical  his- 
torical purposes  could  be  erected  by  means  of  private  drifts,  and  would 
stand  as  a  permanent  memorial  to  the  pioneers  of  this  State. 

4.  Current  Work:  This  organization  desires  to  be  placed  in  a 
posit  inn  to  do  a  little  better  work  than  ii  lias  ever  done  before.  It 
wishes  to  see  at  the  close  of  the  next  biennium  a  classification  of  mate- 
rials so  accurate  and  so  complete  that  the  usefulness  of  the  department 
will  be  largely  increased,  it  wishes  to  be  assured  through  moral  and 
linaneial  support  that  its  opportunity  to  salvage  the  original  sources 
of  Nevada's  history  shall  be  greater  than  ever  before.  Realizing  the 
financial  condition  of  the  State  in  these  difficult  years,  it  does  not  even 
seek  to  state  the  vision  which  it  has  of  the  accomplishments  which 
might  be  made  now,  and  which  can  never  be  realized  in  the  future  if 
neglected  now,  but  for  which  no  money  provision  seems  possible  at 
tin1  present  time.  It  lives  in  hope  that  another  de  Young  will  arise, 
having  keen  appreciation  of  the  wonderful  possibilities  in  that  State  of 
which  the  Comstoek  was  the  germ,  and  that  the  fairy  wand  of  private 
wealth  may  be  wielded  in  our  behalf.  As  this  institution,  through  the 
years  of  struggle,  lias  sought  to  be  faithful  in  that  which  is  least,  it 
now  hopes  to  be  entrusted  with  that  which  is  greater.  It  has  keen 
appreciation  of  the  confidence  which  has  been  shown  it  in  the  past, 
ll  seeks  increased  opportunity  to  serve  in  the  future. 
Faithfully  yours, 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WJER. 

Secretary. 
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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1929. 

[fox.  F.  B.  Baezar,  Governor  of  fh't  State  of  .Nevada. 

Sum  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  we  herewith  submit 
v.  report  for  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  for  the  biennial  term 
ending  December  31,  1928. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

X!  -J.  AlAKSTRKTTI,  President. 
JEANNE  ELIZABETH  W1EU.  Secretary. 
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Mi's.  Bbulau  Hersiiiser  Leonard      Member  at  Large 

J.  M.  McCormack  Member  ar  Large 

Airs.  Bessie  Spf.rry  Perazzo  Member  at  Large 

T.  F.  Shone  Member  at  Large 

Airs.  Edith  West  j  Member  at  Large 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
OF  THE  NEVADA  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Hon.  F.  B.  Baezar,  Governor  of  Nexmdti. 

Sill;  Pursuant  to  law,  we  submit  to  you  this  report  of  Hip  trans- 
actions of  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  for  the  bienniuin  ending 
December  31,  1928.  which  report  is  accompanied  by  tlxj  report  of  the 
Secrel  a  ry-T  reasurer. 

The  action  of  the  Legislature  of  1927  has  seriously  hampered  the 
work  of  the  Society,  but  it  has  not  in  any  sense  weakened  the  ardor  of 
those  charged  with  the  supervision  of  its  affairs. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Legislature  to  convene  in  1929  will  exercise 
its  action  to  the  em!  that  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  may  be  restored 
to  its  former  condition  of  efficiency  and  service  to  the  people  of  this 
State  in  carrying  out  the  ideals  of  those  pioneer  men  and  women  who 
made  it  possible  that  the  State  of  Nevada  might  have  an  Historical 
Society  worthy  of  the  name. 

Respect  fully  submitted, 

A.  -).  Ml  EST  RETT  l,  / 'ft  siih  it ' . 

S.  C.  Feeaister, 
II.  Anderson, 
C.  B.  Hicks, 
.Mrs.  Leonard, 
J.  M.  Af c( 'or mack, 
Airs.  Perazzo, 
T.  V.  Shone, 
Mrs.  (J.  T.  \Vfst, 
E.  A.  II AXSK.Y. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY-TREASURER-CURATOR 


Rexo.  Nevada,  January  1.  19:29. 
1 1  ox.  P.  I>.  Halzak,  Governor  of  Neviuht, 

Silt:  The  Secretary  of  the  Nevada  State  Historical  Society  herewith 
submits  a  report  of  the  transactions  and  work  of  this  organization 
from  January  to  June,  19*27 : 

Sahtrics — 

n'eriejil  -  -   $rao.tr, 

( >i  her  w  ork   l?:;.oo 

Tritw'lNift  l!.r/>ciisc  — 

.VnHriuobile  <   si:,. oo 

Traiii   '2'-\.'2~t 

Subsistence   1*0. 10 

{•'ne!   S  1  K».::i 

i*rinrhijj.  job  _   1o.it, 

■Water,  liirlir  and  motor   ."".O.iri 

Offiro  -   sur. 

Uuiidiu^   D.l'o 

 l>0t).:;o 

1/  hf-clftfiwotis — 

Freight  and  transfer   sno.rio 

K-x|»t'i>ss  _   h?>'2 

Telephone  ami  telegrams   !*>>.4ti 

  sT.-!  ^ 

/>///  IfilHCiit  — 

Hook  (  delayed  bill  )   S.'Uo 

L^hotoirraph  of  <  Joy.  L^>yh>(  delayed  bill  i   T."».oo 

^rand  totals   s!>i>7.::  i 

SUMMARY  OF  FISCAL  REPORT 

Ueeeipts   si.oee.uo 

Disbiirfseinejits,  January  to  .Tunc,  li!-7   i>'.»7..':i 

l'»ala  lice  in  State  Treasury   si'.oo 

Xmi>- Hills  paid  privately  by  the  Seerefar\  have  been  so  larjre  that  rhe 
balaiiee  <>f  £2.1  >U  is  ineonsetpiential. 

ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  SOCIETY  1927-1928 
Since  the  appropriation  was  exhausted  early  in  I!)!??,  and  since  the 
collections  were  Taken  by  order  of  the  State  Building  Hoard,  the  Society 
has  found  it  impossible  to  make  any  collections  or  to  do  any  work  on 
■those  made  in  the  past  years.  Neither  has  it  been  possible  to  either 
publish  or  prepare  materials  for  publication.  Papers  which  continue 
to  come  to  the  Secretary  are  bein«r  preserved  and  correspondence  is 
being  answered  so  far  as  this  is  possible  without  the  use  of  tie1  historieal 
library. 

Very  t  ndy  yours. 

Jl\AXXK  YaAV.  UtETM  WfEH. 

Sccrrlorif. 
@ 


Seeri  torn. 


 I  


